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Blue – 9

• Name some of the first types of shelter used
by people.

• Name three places where people live in mud
huts.

• Give two reasons why mud is used.
• Where will you find people living in tents?
• Give one reason why people live in a tent.
• Name two types of housing used in jungle

areas.
• Name three places where people live on

water.
• What type of housing do they have?
• What are two types of housing used in cold

places?
• Name four types of modern housing.
• What type of housing do you live in?

Blue – 11

• List ten different makes of car.
• List five different types of car, such as a

station wagon etc.
• Name two types of car especially suitable

for family use.
• Name three different types of fuel used in

cars.
• Name Australia’s first successful, mass-

produced car.
• In what year was it first manufactured?
• Name two of the safest car colours and

give a reason why.
• Name two famous racing events in

Australia.
• Name two famous Australian racing

drivers.

Blue – 10

• Name five types of entertainment in the
olden days.

• Are any of these types of entertainment still
used today?

• Name five types of modern entertainment.
• What is your favourite type of

entertainment?
• Name five types of entertainment you have

in your home.
• Who is your favourite male entertainer?
• Who is your favourite female entertainer?
• Name five places you might visit for

entertainment.
• If you choose to become an entertainer,

what would you like to do? Give a reason
why you would choose this.

Blue – 12

• What type of creature is a bee?
• Do a detailed, labelled drawing of a bee.
• What do we call a person who keeps

bees?
• Name the types of bees in a hive.
• Which bee is the most important in a hive?
• Name the four stages of a bee’s life.
• How many species of bees are there?
• Name two places in the world that bees do

not live.
• Why are bees unique with regard to human

food?
• Why does the taste of honey vary?
• What can beeswax be used for?
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Blue – 13

• Name five annual celebrations.
• Find out when each takes place.
• Briefly describe how each is celebrated.
• Name three celebrations that do not occur

annually.
• Say when each takes place.
• Which people have the oldest continuing

celebrations?
• What is your favourite celebration and

why?
• Name six things you could do to celebrate

a special occasion.

Blue – 15

• What is a dessert?
• What are two other words for desserts?
• What is your favourite type of dessert?
• What dessert is named after a ballerina?
• How is it made?
• What dessert is named after a famous

opera singer?
• What are the main ingredients?
• List five desserts which use ice-cream.
• Name five desserts from different countries.

Blue – 14

• Name three traditional Australian dishes
(European or Aboriginal Australian).

• Write the recipe for one of these.
• Name three traditional Italian dishes.
• What is the main ingredient for one of the

Italian dishes?
• Name three traditional Chinese dishes.
• Which of these is your favourite?
• Name three traditional French dishes.
• Name one dish associated with India.
• Where do you go to eat food from another

country?

Blue – 16

• What is the most common substance on
Earth?

• Why is this substance important to us?
• What is unusual about this substance?
• Why were the early civilisations built in

river valleys?
• At what temperature does water freeze?
• At what temperature does water boil?
• List ten ways in which water is used.
• How can water be used to supply power?
• Name five ways to prevent water pollution.
• Name five ways we can save water in our

daily lives.
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Blue – 17

• What is air?
• Name the two main gases in air.
• Why do we need air?
• Explain how we can show that air is inside

things.
• What does hot air do?
• How can hot air be used?
• How can we make air move?
• What is moving air called?
• Name a toy you can make that needs air.
• Name three things that need air to move.
• How can air be used to provide us with

power?
• What instrument measures wind speed?
• Name two things used to show wind

direction.

Blue – 19

• What is a spider?
• How many legs does a spider have?
• Name six different types of spiders.
• Name six spiders that are deadly to

humans.
• How many types of spiders are found in

Australia?
• Briefly describe how a spider spins its web.
• What is the largest spider in the world?
• What is the smallest spider in the world?
• Do a detailed drawing of one type of spider.

Blue – 18

• What is a butterfly?
• What is a moth?
• Name four differences between a butterfly

and a moth.
• Draw the life cycle of a butterfly.
• What is the process called during which a

caterpillar becomes a butterfly?
• Name the continent where butterflies do not

occur.
• In what region are butterflies most

abundant?
• How many different kinds of butterflies are

found in Australia?
• Name the largest Australian butterfly.
• Name the smallest Australian butterfly.
• Name six other butterflies found in Australia.
• Do a detailed drawing of a butterfly.

Blue – 20

• What is a shell?
• Where are shells found?
• Name three animals with shells.
• Name six types of shell.
• What is the largest type of shell in the

world?
• What type of shell produces a pearl?
• Give three reasons why people collect

shells.
• Name six uses for shells.
• Draw four different types of shells.
• What type of shell is found growing on the

keels of boats?

ISBN 978-1-86311-960-3



R.I.C. Publications Homework Activities www.ricgroup.com.auR.I.C. Publications Homework Activities www.ricgroup.com.au

Prim-Ed Publishing Homework ActivitiesR.I.C. Publications Homework Activities www.ricgroup.com.au 38 www.prim-ed.co.uk 38

38 38

Blue – 29

• Name six team events in the Summer
Olympics.

• What is your favourite team event in the
Summer Olympics?

• Give a reason why you like this particular
event.

• What are two team events in which Australia
has won a gold medal?

• List six individual events in the Summer
Olympics.

• Which is your favourite individual event?
• Give a reason why.
• Name a champion Australian athlete in each

of the events that you chose.
• What are three individual events in which

Australians have won gold medals?
• Where was the last Summer Olympics held?

Blue – 31

• Explain what is meant by a collective noun.
• Find the collective nouns for the following

animals:
antelope baboon bears buffalos
camels deer elephants giraffes
gorillas kangaroos monkeys walruses
whales wolves zebras

• Now find the collective nouns for three other
animals.

• Find the collective nouns for the following
insects:
caterpillars locusts ants bees
gnats wasps hornets flies
grasshoppers

• Now find the collective nouns for three other
types of insects.

• Write down five other collective nouns and say
what they apply to.

Blue – 30

• Name six team events in the Winter Olympics.
• What is your favourite team event in the Winter

Olympics?
• Give a reason why you like this particular

event.
• What are two team events in which Australia

has won a gold medal?
• List six individual events in the Winter

Olympics.
• Which is your favourite individual event?
• Give a reason why.
• Name a champion Australian athlete in each of

the events that you chose.
• What are three individual events in which

Australians have won gold medals?
• Where was the last Winter Olympics held?
• Where will the next Winter Olympics be held?

Blue – 32

• Name your favourite sporting team.
• How many members does the team have?
• What colours does your team wear?
• Does it have a mascot? If so, what is it?
• When was your team first formed?
• How often does your team play?
• Do you go to see it play or watch it on

television?
• Who is your favourite player in the team?
• Who is the current coach of the team?
• Draw what the team uniform looks like.
• How long have you liked the team?
• Do any of your friends or family like the team?
• Is your team usually successful?
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Green – 1

• Write a definition of the word ‘anniversary’.
• Wedding anniversaries have special gifts

depending on the number of years being
celebrated. Find out what gift is traditionally
given for these anniversaries:

1st 2nd 3rd 4th

5th 10th 15th 20th

• Find out for which anniversary these gifts
are usually given:
silver pearl emerald ruby
sapphire gold diamond

• Which do you think are the most precious
gifts?

Green – 3

• Name six ways in which animals protect
themselves.

• List three animals which use each way you
have listed.

• Which method of protection do you think
would be the most effective? Why?

• Name four ways in which insects protect
themselves.

• List two insects which use each method.
• Which protection do you think would be the

most effective?
• Name four animals that have some form of

protection on their bodies.

Green – 2

• Name five natural fabrics, and say where
each comes from.

• Briefly describe how each is treated to
become fabric.

• Now name three synthetic fabrics.
• Which fabrics do you prefer to wear?
• What advantages do you think that natural

fabrics have over synthetic fabrics?
• Which fabric are most of your clothes made

from?
• Which fabric do you think has the nicest

texture?

Green – 4

• Name five famous Australian painters.
• Name one painting by each artist.
• Where in Australia were these artists born?
• Where did they mostly work?
• What type of paintings did they mostly

produce?
• What were the main media used by each?
• Where can some of their work be viewed?
• Which one of the five artists do you prefer

and why?
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Green – 5

• Name two mountain ranges in Australia.
• Where are they located?
• Name three mountain ranges in America.
• Where are they located?
• Now list two mountain ranges in Asia, and

say where they are found.
• What are two mountain ranges on the

continent of Africa?
• Where they are found?
• Now find three mountain ranges in Europe

and write where they are found.
• What is the highest mountain you know and

where is it?
• Briefly describe how mountains may be

formed.

Green – 7

• Think of three nursery rhymes about
animals.

• How many animals are mentioned in the
rhyme?

• How many lines does each rhyme have?
• Think of four nursery rhymes about people.
• What sort of people are they about?
• How many lines does each rhyme have?
• Do you think that children enjoy learning

nursery rhymes? Give two reasons for your
answer.

• Why do you think nursery rhymes are easy
to learn?

• Which was your favourite nursery rhyme
and why?

Green – 6

• Give a definition of a rock.
• What are the three basic types of rocks?
• Briefly describe how each type is formed.
• List three ways in which each type of rock

can be recognised.
• What is the scientific study of rocks called?
• What is someone who studies rocks and

minerals called?
• Give a definition of a mineral.
• List ten different minerals you know.
• Circle any of them that are found in

Australia.

Green – 8

• Think of five fairytales about animals.
• What sort of animals are they about and

how many animals are in each story?
• Does each story have a moral? If so, briefly

describe the moral.
• Think of three fairytales in which good

triumphs over evil.
• Who is the good character in each?
• Who is the evil character in each?
• Do you think children enjoy fairytales?
• Give two reasons for your answer.
• What was your favourite fairytale and why?
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Green – 9

• List five countries whose flags have only
two colours.

• Next to each country, write the two colours.
• Now list five countries whose flags have

only three colours.
• Next to each country, write the colours.
• List five countries whose flags have more

than four colours and write the colours next
to each.

• Find three countries whose flags have stars
on them.

• See if you can find out what the stars
represent.

• Choose two countries and describe their
flags in detail.

• Draw a flag that has a floral symbol on it.

Green – 11

• Find out how to count from one to ten in
French and write the words.

• Now do the same in German.
• Write how to count from one to ten in

Japanese.
• Now do the same in Italian.
• Write the numbers one to ten in three other

languages.
• In which language do you think the

numbers are the easiest to remember?

 Green – 10

• Find out who invented morse code and
write your first name and surname in it.

• Name two different ways of sending morse
code.

• Find out who invented braille and write the
name of your school in it.

• Now find out how to signal in semaphore
flags and draw the flags needed to say
‘hello’.

• List three other methods of using signals or
codes to send messages.

• Give three reasons why codes are used.

Green – 12

• List the days of the week in order.
• Research to find how each one was

named.
• List the months of the year in order.
• Now find out how each one was named.
• Where did most of the names come from?
• Write the days in alphabetical order.
• Now write the months in alphabetical order.
• Write the months for each season and the

number of days in each month.
• Do all the seasons have the same number

of days?
• Which seasons have the most days?
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Red – 1

• Think of a story you would like to write and
make into a ‘book’.

• Write a simple outline of the story,
including the characters, the basic plot and
where, how and when the story happens.

• Design a cover for the book. Make sure you
include the title, author and a graphic
(picture).

• Plan a blurb for the back. You need to
make the story sound interesting, so
people will want to read it.

Red – 3

• Write a definition of a ‘synonym’.
• List twelve pairs of synonyms.
• Now write 12 sentences using one pair of

synonyms in each.
• Write four synonyms for ‘happy’; then write

four synonyms for ‘sad’.

Red – 2

• Design your own ‘personal’ website.
• Choose a design and a picture.
• Make sure you include your name, address

and details of what you would like people
to know about you. Explain why you are
using a website.

Red – 4

• Find and write a definition of a
‘homophone’.

• List twelve pairs of homophone.
• Now write a sentence for each pair.
• Illustrate these homophones:

night knight
hoarse horse
barren baron
muscle mussel
desert dessert
faint feint
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Red – 5

• Design an exercise program for someone
your age to get fit.

• Include lots of different exercises and
activities.

• Make sure you have a timetable included,
and indicate approximately how long each
activity should take.

• Try to make the program as interesting and
varied as possible.

Red – 7

• Design a five-kilometre walk around your
home.

• Draw a map of it.
• List some of the important locations you

will pass.
• Write approximately how long it will take

you to walk.
• Make a list of any road signs you will pass

on the way.

Red – 6

• Find out about three different types of
clouds.

• Draw each type and write what sort of
weather you would expect with each.

• Find out what an ‘isobar’ is.
• Describe a ‘high pressure system’ and say

what type of weather you would expect
with one. Draw the symbol used to show
one on a weather map.

• Describe the weather you would expect
with a ‘low pressure trough’. Draw how
one is shown on a weather map.

Red – 8

• Design a five-kilometre ride around a local
park.

• Draw a map of it.
• List some of the important things you will

pass.
• Write approximately how long it will take

you to ride.
• Make a list of any road signs you will pass

on the way.
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Red – 9

• Choose four trees in your yard or a local
park.

• Find out their common name and their
botanical name.

• Find out where the species originated.
• Now find out the best conditions for

growing each one.
• What is the maximum height to which

each one will grow?
• Draw one of them in detail.

Red – 11

• Design your own board game.
• Draw what the board will look like.
• How many people can play at a time?
• Write all the rules.
• Explain how the winner is decided.
• Design any special player pieces you may

need.

 Red – 10

• List six different materials from which your
home is made.

• Which of these materials do you think is
the strongest?

• Which material do you think is the best for
the walls? Why do you think this?

• Which material do you think is the best for
the roof? Why do you think this?

• What material are the window frames
made from?

• What material are the gutters made from?
• Draw a quick sketch of a house you’d like

and say what materials you would choose.

Red – 12

• Design a toy for a visually-impaired child.
• You will need to have some textures for

him/her to feel.
• You could include some things that make

noises.
• Could you include some smells? (Maybe a

small scented bag.)
• Make sure the toy is safe. Does it have any

parts that could be dangerous?
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Red – 17

• Make up an imaginary pet.
• What type of pet is it?
• What colour or colours is it?
• What sort of food does it eat?
• Describe its habitat.
• Does it have any predators?
• Name any special features it has.

Red – 19

• Think of the name of a country for each
letter of the alphabet. List them.

• Were there any letters for which you were
unable to find a country?

• What nationality are the people who live in
each of the countries? (For example,
Holland – Dutch)

• What is the major language spoken in
each country?

Red – 18

• Name your favourite computer game.
• Describe the basic plot of the game.
• What are the rules of play?
• How long have you been playing it?
• Approximately how long does it take you to

play a game?

Red – 20

• Name the Australian states and Territories.
• Draw the flag for each.
• What is the floral emblem for each?
• Which animal is the faunal emblem for

each?
• Do you know the nickname given to the

inhabitants of each state or Territory?
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Yellow – 13

• List the Roman numerals from one to
twenty.

• What are the Roman numerals for fifty, one
hundred, five hundred, one thousand and
one million?

• Write the following numbers in Roman
numerals: 67, 202, 350, 571, 1069,
2002, 3900, 5620, 7777 and 10 000.

• Name three places where you have seen
Roman numerals used.

• Write your birth date in Roman numerals.
• On many clocks with Roman numeral

faces, iiii is used instead of iv, for 4.
Research to find out why.

Yellow – 15

• What system of measurement does
Australia use?

• Find a country that uses Imperial
measurement.

• Find what these abbreviations for units of
measurement mean:
in ft yd ac oz lb

• What system of measurement do they
come from?

• Find out what these abbreviations mean:
mm cm m km g kg t

• What system of measurement do they
come from?

• What is measured using the troy weight
system?

• What do we measure in carats?

Yellow – 14

• What is a planet?
• Name the planets in our galaxy in order

from the sun.
• How were the planets named?
• Which is the largest planet?
• Which is the smallest planet?
• Which planet is called the ‘Red Planet’?
• Which planet has rings?
• Which planet is the brightest?
• Is our moon a planet?
• What is our galaxy called?

Yellow – 16

• Name two systems for measuring area,
and list three units used to measure area in
each system.

• Name two systems for measuring volume,
and list three units to measure volume in
each system.

• Now name two systems for measuring
temperature. What units are used?

• Name two systems for measuring pressure.
What is one unit in each?

• A five-litre car engine is how big in cubic
inches?
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Yellow – 21

• Find out what elements these symbols
stand for:
Al B C Cu Au

I Pb Mn Ne N

Pu Ra Na Sn Zn

• Now find the symbols for these elements:
Arsenic Calcium Cobalt
Fluorine Hydrogen Krypton
Magnesium Mercury Nickel
Oxygen Potassium Silver
Uranium

• Find ten more elements and their symbols.

Yellow – 23

• Find a definition of an ‘orchestra’.
• Name the main sections of the orchestra.
• List five instruments in each section.
• Describe one instrument from each section

in detail.
• Name your favourite instrument in each

section.

Yellow – 22

• Find out for what each of the following
people is famous:

Christopher Columbus Helen Keller

Louis Braille Theodore Roosevelt

Charles Dickens Vincent de Paul

Florence Nightingale Joan of Arc

Alexander Fleming Louis Pasteur

James Cook Robin Hood

Albert Einstein Winston Churchill

Orville and Wilbur Wright

Yellow – 24

• Find out whether the following names
belong to Greek or Roman legends and
explain who or what they are:

Aphrodite Apollo Athena

Achilles Adonis Atlas

Bacchus Centaur Diana

Eros Hades Hercules

Jupiter Mars Mercury

Midas Neptune Pan

Pandora Pegasus Saturn

Uranus Vulcan Zeus
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Yellow – 21

• Find out what elements these symbols
stand for:
Al B C Cu Au

I Pb Mn Ne N

Pu Ra Na Sn Zn

• Now find the symbols for these elements:
Arsenic Calcium Cobalt
Fluorine Hydrogen Krypton
Magnesium Mercury Nickel
Oxygen Potassium Silver
Uranium

• Find ten more elements and their symbols.

Yellow – 23

• Find a definition of an ‘orchestra’.
• Name the main sections of the orchestra.
• List five instruments in each section.
• Describe one instrument from each section

in detail.
• Name your favourite instrument in each

section.

Yellow – 22

• Find out for what each of the following
people is famous:

Christopher Columbus Helen Keller

Louis Braille Theodore Roosevelt

Charles Dickens Vincent de Paul

Florence Nightingale Joan of Arc

Alexander Fleming Louis Pasteur

James Cook Robin Hood

Albert Einstein Winston Churchill

Orville and Wilbur Wright

Yellow – 24

• Find out whether the following names
belong to Greek or Roman legends and
explain who or what they are:

Aphrodite Apollo Athena

Achilles Adonis Atlas

Bacchus Centaur Diana

Eros Hades Hercules

Jupiter Mars Mercury

Midas Neptune Pan

Pandora Pegasus Saturn

Uranus Vulcan Zeus
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Yellow – 29

• Name ten types of ship or boat that you
know.

• What is the biggest you have chosen?
• What is the smallest you have chosen?
• What were early ships made from?
• What are most modern ships made from?
• Name three famous ships you know of and

write why they are well known.
• How many different types of ships have

you seen?

Yellow – 31

• Name ten different types of cake.
• Which of these is your favourite?
• What are the main ingredients in it?
• Have you ever made any of the cakes you

have listed?
• Were they easy or difficult to make?
• List ten types of biscuit or slice.
• Which of these is your favourite?
• What are the main ingredients in each?
• Have you made any of these yourself?
• Were they easy or difficult to make?

Yellow – 30

• Name ten different types of aircraft you
know.

• What is the biggest type you have chosen?
• What is the smallest type you have

chosen?
• Draw an early plane.
• Draw a modern plane.
• Name three famous planes and explain

why they are well known.
• How many different types of planes have

you seen?
• What is the fastest plane you know of?

Yellow – 32

• List your ten favourite films.
• Briefly give reasons why you like five of

these films.
• Name the two main characters in each

film.
• Write where each film was mostly set.
• Did you see each film at a cinema, on

video or on DVD when you first saw it?
• Ask a friend or parent to choose his/her ten

favourites and see if any are the same as
your choices.
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Yellow – 37

• Fill in all the punctuation marks in this
paragraph:
long ago in a faraway land there was a
place named Hampton some children lived
there they were orphans whom nobody
wanted and nobody cared about the town
where the children lived was run by a
greedy mayor the mayor hated to spend
money but there was one thing that he hated
more and that was mice one day the town
of Hampton was plagued by mice there
were hundreds of mice in the houses in the
streets in the gardens in the parks and all
the other places around the town what will
we do asked the mayor in despair who will
help us questioned the people of the town
what will become of us worried the orphans

• Now complete the story as you wish.

Yellow – 39

• Write where each of these parts is found on
or in your body and briefly describe the
function of each:
adenoid aorta
appendix biceps
bronchus cartilage
clavicle diaphragm
femur Eustachian tube
gallbladder kidney
larynx mandible
optic nerve palate
pelvis pupil
radius retina
skull spinal cord
tendon tibia
vertebra iris

Yellow – 38

• Name four types of natural disaster that
can occur.

• Name a place where each of those you
listed has occurred.

• Briefly describe the damage caused and
the effects of the disaster.

• Were there any warnings before the
disaster?

• List four disasters that were not from
natural causes.

• Where did these happen?
• What was the main cause?
• Briefly describe the damage caused.
• Have you ever been involved in any sort of

disaster? What happened?

Yellow – 40

• Who is your favourite newsreader on
television?

• How often do you watch him/her read the
news?

• Who is your favourite weather presenter?
• How often do you watch the weather

report?
• Who is your favourite sports presenter and

why?
• How often do you watch his/her

presentations?
• Which sport does he/she usually present?
• Does he/she present any other sports?
• Who is your favourite game show host and

why?
• How often do you watch the show?
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