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Foreword
Detailed drawings and interesting text make up this collection of comprehension activities. The book provides two 
distinct sections relating to each drawing and text:

1. Cloze activity pages:

 Each picture-story provides the reader with two exercises.

 First exercise: The reader is provided with a complete text and shows comprehension by completing the 
accompanying picture.

 Second exercise: The reader shows comprehension by completing a cloze task based on the accompanying picture.

 There is opportunity in some activities for slightly varied answers or drawings. If the answer or drawing provided 
can be justified by the instruction then it should be seen as acceptable.

 Cloze comprehension provides an ideal indication of comprehension levels.

2. Comprehension strategy pages:

 Each text has two additional comprehension pages that focus on a specific comprehension strategy. These pages 
can be used to teach these comprehension strategies.

 The texts and activities enable teachers to provide variety to any English language programme.
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Pictorial

Captain Elaina was sketching a map of an island where she liked to hide treasure. 

Before she drew the island, she drew a compass ‘rose’ in the top, right-hand corner 

of the chart paper. The rose showed the directions, north, south, east and west. 

Then, she drew the almost circular coastline of the island. The eastern shoreline 

featured high, vertical cliffs. The southern coastline had a big bay in the middle 

part, as if an enormous sea monster had chumped out the shore. In the middle 

of the bay, Captain Elaina sketched her three-masted ship. Next, she drew the 

important features of the landscape. A high plateau rose vertically, like a low table 

in the island’s centre. It was topped with low bushes. A swamp, dotted with clumps 

of reeds, stretched between the plateau’s southern cliffs and the bay’s northern 

shore. A forest grew eastwards from the highland to the shoreline cliffs. A waterfall 

down the highland’s western flank became a river winding westwards to the sea. 

Tufts of coarse grass bordered the river. North of the highland to the coast spread 

a plain covered by rocky hillocks.

Treasure Island 
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Cloze

Captain Elaina was sketching a map of an  where she liked to hide 

treasure. Before she  the island, she drew a compass ‘rose’ in the top, 

right-hand  of the chart paper. The rose showed the directions, north, 

, east and . Then, she drew the almost  coastline 

of the island. The eastern shoreline  high, vertical cliffs. The southern 

coastline had a big bay  the middle part, as if an  sea 

monster had  out the shore. In the  of the bay, Captain Elaina 

sketched her three-masted ship. Next,  drew the important features 

of the . A high plateau rose , like a low table in the island’s 

centre. It was  with low bushes. A swamp, dotted with  of 

reeds, stretched  the plateau’s southern cliffs and the bay’s northern 

shore. A forest  eastwards from the highland  the shoreline 

cliffs. A waterfall  the highland’s western flank became a  

winding westwards to the sea. Tufts of  grass bordered the river. North of 

the highland to the coast spread a  covered by rocky hillocks.

Treasure Island 
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Treasure Island – 1Visualising

1. Making pictures in your head helps you understand a text better.

 What do you already know about treasure islands that can help you make a picture 
in your head? 

 Write some words or a sentence or two.

 

 

 

2. Draw pictures with labels for each phrase in the boxes.

a full-length picture of Captain Elaina 
sketching and showing who or what she is

an enormous, imaginary sea monster 
chomping a large bay out of the island

the treasure Captain Elaina was hiding on 
the island

Captain Elaina’s three-masted ship in 
greater detail
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Treasure Island – 2Visualising

3. What colour do you imagine each of the following objects are?

 Write a colour word to answer.

 (a) the chart paper  

 (b) the eastern high, vertical cliffs 

 (c) the bay 

 (d) the clumps of reeds 

 (e) the river 

4. Descriptive words help you build a picture in your mind of an object, character or an 
event that is happening.

 Copy a descriptive word or phrase from the text for each object.

 (a) the coastline of the whole island 

 (b) the cliffs on the eastern shoreline 

 (c) the bay in the middle  

 (d) the sea monster 

 (e) Captain Elaina’s ship 

 (f) the plateau 

 (g) the bushes on the plateau 

 (h) the grass bordering the river 

 (i) the plain 

5. Write a sentence to describe each object. 

 You can describe its colour, how it feels or what it smells like.

 (a) the chart paper

  

 (b) the pencil used for sketching

  

 (c) the treasure island
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Pictorial

VOICE RECORDING FOUND IN LABORATORY. Speaker thought to be the 

missing Professor Lekt: They said my ideas were crazy. ‘You’re mad’, they said. ME! 

Mad! Well, who’s mad now, eh? This flask of bubbling chemical in my hand, and this 

tabletop of experimental results, are proof! See! See those three ants on the table? 

One tiny droplet of my new chemical has grown one to the size of a rat! Ants are 

already strong and fast. Just imagine: With more droplets of the chemical, they 

could be grown as big as horses! What of beetles? Again, one droplet and look! 

There, standing beside a normal, spotted ladybird, is a changed one, the size of 

a house cat. More chemical drops could make them flying trucks! Imagine: The 

scorpions in the glass case behind me could act as big guard dogs. Butterflies? 

Look, there on the table. Next to a small beauty is a gigantic wonder. Just two 

droplets! Spiders? I’ve just dripped two droplets on one next to a normal one. I 

expect the changed one’ll give thread as strong as steel. Yes, it’s growing … growing 

quickly … growing fast … ARGH!

Mad Scientist
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Cloze

VOICE RECORDING FOUND IN LABORATORY. Speaker thought to be the 

missing Professor Lekt: They said my ideas  crazy. ‘You’re mad’, they 

. ME! Mad! Well, who’s mad now, eh? This flask of  chemical 

in my hand, and this  of experimental results, are proof! See? See those 

 ants on the table? One tiny droplet of  new chemical has 

grown one to the  of a rat! Ants are already strong, fast  

tough. Just imagine: With more  of the chemical, they could be grown as 

big  horses! What of beetles? Again,  droplet and look! There, 

standing  a normal, spotted ladybird, is a changed , the size 

of a house cat. More chemical drops could make  flying trucks! Imagine: 

The scorpions in the glass  behind me could act as big guard . 

Butterflies? Look, there  the table. Next to a small beauty  a 

gigantic wonder. Just two droplets! Spiders? I’ve just  two droplets on one 

next to a normal one. I expect the changed one’ll  thread as strong as 

steel. Yes, it’s growing … growing quickly … growing  … ARGH! 

Mad Scientist
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Mad Scientist – 1Predicting

Before reading

1. Look at the picture. Write one or two sentences to tell what you think the story is 
about.

 

 

 What clues in the picture make you think this?

 

 

2. What type of text do you predict it will be?

 Tick one or more of the ideas below.

 • an imaginative text  • an informative text 

 • a persuasive text  • a procedure  

 • a legend  • a recount 

 • a mystery  • a discussion  

3. Read the title. Write a sentence to tell what you think the story is about.

 

 

 

4. What do you already know about scientists? Write some information.

 

 

 

5. What words do you think will be in the text? Write some in the box.
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Mad Scientist – 2Predicting

During reading

6. The text says ‘VOICE RECORDING FOUND IN LABORATORY. Speaker thought to 
be the missing Prefessor Lekt: ... ‘

 What information did you think would be given in the text? Write a sentence.

 

 

 

7. Professor Lekt used one droplet of her new chemical to make one ant grow to the size 
of a rat. 

 What did you think she would do to the beetles and the ladybirds?

 

 

 

After reading

8. The text says ‘Yes, it’s growing ... growing quickly ... growing fast ... ARGH!’

 What do you think happened after that? 

 Write a sentence to tell your prediction.

 

 

 

9.  Do you think Professor Lekt will eventually be found?

 Write ‘Yes’ or ‘No’ and explain reasons for your answer. 

 

 

 

10. Do you think anyone else will follow Professor Lekt’s ideas? Why or why not?
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