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Detailed drawings and interesting text make up this collection of comprehension activities. The book provides two 
distinct sections relating to each drawing and text:

1. Cloze activity pages:

 Each picture-story provides the reader with two exercises.

 First exercise: The reader is provided with a complete text and shows comprehension by completing the 
accompanying picture.

 Second exercise: The reader shows comprehension by completing a cloze task based on the accompanying picture.

 There is opportunity in some activities for slightly varied answers or drawings. If the answer or drawing provided 
can be justified by the instruction then it should be seen as acceptable.

 Cloze comprehension provides an ideal indication of comprehension levels.

2. Comprehension strategy pages:

 Each text has two additional comprehension pages that focus on a specific comprehension strategy. These pages 
can be used to teach these comprehension strategies.

 The texts and activities enable teachers to provide variety to any English language programme.
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Pictorial

Young Sherlock had always been observant, right from a very early age. It was 

as if he managed to notice things that others simply did not. Carefully watching 

situations had come in useful several times. When his grandmother’s cat went 

missing, he was able to correctly guess that it was in the large chestnut tree. He 

had seen it run in that direction after being pursued by a dog. Sherlock was also 

able to help his neighbour, Old Mr Baskerville, when his dog went missing. It was 

the same dog that chased his grandmother’s cat. ‘When was the last time you 

saw your pet?’ Sherlock asked Mr Baskerville, whilst peering thoughtfully out the 

study window. He could see into his grandmother’s garden and noticed that her 

garden shed was locked tight. Interestingly, a strange vibration quivered through 

the shed door. ‘Why, yesterday, just after it took off behind that mangy fleabag your 

grandmother calls her pet.’ Mr Baskerville replied. ‘Apparently your grandmother 

blames my poor Poochy for her cat being stuck all night in a tree.’  ‘Mr Baskerville,’ 

Sherlock responded, ‘I think you should check my granny’s shed.’

Young Sherlock Holmes
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Cloze

Young Sherlock had always been , right from a very 

 age. It was as if he managed to  things 

that others simply didn’t. Carefully watching situations had come in useful several 

times. When his grandmother’s  went missing, he was able to 

correctly guess that it was in the large chestnut . He had seen 

it run in that direction after being  by a dog. He was also able 

to help his neighbour, Old Mr Baskerville, when his dog went . It 

was the same dog that chased his grandmother’s cat up the tree. ‘When was the last 

time you saw your pet?’ Sherlock  Mr Baskerville, whilst peering 

thoughtfully out the study . He could see into his grandmother’s 

garden and noticed that her  shed was locked tight. Interestingly, 

a strange  quivered through the  door. ‘Why, 

yesterday, just after it took off after that mangy fleabag your  

calls her pet.’ Mr Baskerville replied. ‘Apparently your grandmother 

 my poor Poochy for her cat being  all 

night in a tree.’  ‘Mr Baskerville,’ Sherlock responded, ‘I think you should check my 

 shed.’

Young Sherlock Holmes
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Young Sherlock Holmes – 1Making connections

Text to self

1. Read the title of the story. What does it remind you of?

 

2. Carefully read the story and complete the following sentences.

 (a) I understand how the character feels because …

  

 (b) This story reminds me of a time when I …

  

 (c) The setting makes me think about …

  

 (d) The character, Young Sherlock, and I are alike because …

  

3. Draw a picture where you have included yourself in the setting. Where would you be? 
Write a sentence explaining why you would put yourself there.

 

Text to text

4. When you read the story, does it remind you of one you have heard before? What is 
the name of the story? Fill in the chart below to show three ways this story and the 
one you have previously read are similar.

 

Title 
Similarities
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Young Sherlock Holmes – 2Making connections

5. Complete the following sentences for this story.

 (a) This story reminds me of a film where …

  

 (b) The character in this story is like the character in … because …

  

 (c) The setting in this story is similar to the setting in the story of …

  

  because … 

6. How is this story different to other stories you have read?

 

Text to world

7. Detail in a short paragraph a real life event that this story reminds you of. 

 

 

8. Does this story remind you of something you heard on the news? Explain your answer 
in three sentences.

 

 

 

9. How are the events in this story different to what happens in the real world?

 

 

10. What job would Young Sherlock have if he existed in our world? What gives you this 
idea? 
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Pictorial

Julius stood on the threshold of the amphitheatre’s arena. Bright sun glinted 

through the archways and the musky smell of 50,000 spectators reached his nose. 

The dirt floor of the arena was scuffed from the battles that had taken place before 

his and he felt a nervous thrill knowing that he would be next. Stepping into the 

dazzling sunlight, Julius made his way to the platform where Emperor Titus sat. The 

year was 80 AD and Julius was a slave and a gladiator, trained to fight as a form of 

entertainment for the ancient Roman empire. Julius was hoping that with this fight, 

he would win a wooden sword known as a rudis, a symbol of his freedom. Looking 

around, Julius could see the velarium had been pulled to shade the audience. ‘It’s 

going to be terribly hot,’ he decided. Presenting himself to the podium, he called out 

in a low, deep voice ‘Ave, Imperator.’ The war trumpet sounded with a sharp toot. 

The games were about to begin.

Gladiator Games
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Cloze

Julius stood on the threshold of the amphitheatres arena. Bright  

glinted through the archways and the musky  of 50,000 

spectators reached his . The dirt floor of the  

was scuffed from the  that had taken place before his and 

he felt a nervous thrill  that he would be next. Stepping into 

the dazzling sunlight, Julius made his  to the platform where 

Emperor Titus . The year was 80 AD and Julius was a slave and 

a gladiator,  to fight as a form of entertainment for the ancient 

Roman . Julius was hoping that with this , he 

would win a wooden  known as a rudis, a  

of his freedom. Looking around, Julius could see the velarium had been pulled to 

shade the . ‘It’s going to be terribly hot,’ he decided. Presenting 

 to the podium, he called out in a low, deep  

‘Ave, Imperator.’ The war trumpet  with a sharp toot. The games 

were about to .

Gladiator Games
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Gladiator Games – 1Visualising

1. Watching fight gladiators in the Roman Colosseum was a common form of 
entertainment for Romans.

 Draw expressions, facial features and body language on the faces and bodies of a 
group of spectators to show how they felt watching their favourite 'sport'.

 

2. Using your own background knowledge, draw the Roman Colosseum as it appears 
from the outside. This will help you picture the correct setting for the story.

 

3. The emperor sits in a prominent position to view the gladiators fighting because he 
is the most important person in the Roman empire. The platform he sits on would be 
fancy and show his importance.

 Draw an illustration of the platform in the box on the left. Then write a description 
using adjectives and descriptive phrases in the right-hand box.
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Gladiator Games – 2Visualising

4. Read the words from the text. Then draw an illustration to match each one. If you can, 
show feelings, if the text describes any.

 

... he felt a nervous thrill ... ... Julius made his way to the platform 
where Emperor Titus sat.

... the velarium had been pulled to 
shade the audience.

The games were about to begin.

5. Find and write the descriptive words for each noun from the text. In the last column, 
if you can, write a colour word or shape to add details to the nouns and help you 
visualise the text more clearly.

 

Noun Descriptive Words Colour/Shape (if possible)

sun

smell

floor

sunlight

sword

Roman empire

voice

trumpet

toot
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