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Foreword
Detailed drawings and interesting text make up this collection of comprehension activities. The book provides two 
distinct sections relating to each drawing and text:

1.	 Cloze activity pages:

	 Each picture-story provides the reader with two exercises.

	 First exercise:	 The reader is provided with a complete text and shows comprehension by completing the 
accompanying picture.

	 Second exercise:	 The reader shows comprehension by completing a cloze task based on the accompanying picture.

	 There is opportunity in some activities for slightly varied answers or drawings. If the answer or drawing provided 
can be justified by the instruction then it should be seen as acceptable.

	 Cloze comprehension provides an ideal indication of comprehension levels.

2.	 Comprehension strategy pages:

	 Each text has two additional comprehension pages that focus on a specific comprehension strategy. These pages 
can be used to teach these comprehension strategies.

	 The texts and activities enable teachers to provide variety to any English language programme.
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Pictorial Lizard Land

‘Oh wow!’ thought Sandy, ‘what a lot of weird, lizard-like creatures.’ She swept her binoculars 

across the flatland, rent by a wide crevasse with precipitous walls. Across the chasm, on the 

far cliff face, crawled two, huge lizards. One beast, which had a double row of triangular 

spikes along its back, had half-hauled itself onto the bare plateau. Just below it, another 

creature, spouting a forked tongue, hung easily on the precipice’s wall. A spikey frill flared 

behind its head. Its eyes watched a couple of bird lizards that stood either side of a nest on a 

ledge which projected below and in front of Sandy’s position. Surveying, she realised that the 

nest held two eggs, like the nest immediately behind her. She wondered if the eggs belonged 

to the lizards or if they were food. ‘Both,’ she guessed, since cannibalism of the eggs of other 

lizards was possible. Her surmise about the scurrying centipedes, that they were prey, was 

confirmed when a prowling, fanged, snake-like lizard turned towards two centipedes on the 

ledge below her. On the same ledge, a beak-snouted, spiky-backed lizard with stalky eyes 

watched the same centipedes. ‘Carnivores, then,’ surmised Sandy.  She might have been 

worried if she had noticed a dog-sized, sharp-toothed lizard which was crawling onto her 

ledge. Maybe it was hunting only the eggs in the nest there; but maybe not. 
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Cloze

‘Oh wow!’ thought Sandy, ‘what a lot of weird, lizard-like .’ She swept her 

binoculars across the , rent by a wide crevasse with  walls. Across the 

chasm, on the far cliff face,  two, huge lizards. One beast, which had a double 

 of triangular spikes along its back, had half-hauled itself  the bare 

plateau. Just below it, another creature, spouting a  tongue, hung  on 

the precipice’s . A spikey frill  behind its head. Its eyes  a 

couple of bird lizards that stood  side of a nest on a ledge which projected below 

and in  of Sandy’s position. Surveying, she realised  the nest held two 

eggs, like the nest immediately behind . She wondered if the eggs belonged 

to the  or if they  food. ‘Both,’ she guessed, since cannibalism of the 

 of other lizards was possible. Her surmise about the  centipedes, 

that they were , was confirmed when a prowling, fanged, snake-like lizard 

 towards two centipedes on the ledge  her. On the same ledge, 

a beak-snouted, spiky-backed lizard with  eyes watched the same centipedes. 

‘Carnivores, then,’  Sandy.  She might have been worried if  had noticed 

a dog-sized, sharp-toothed lizard  was crawling onto her ledge. Maybe it was 

hunting  the eggs in the nest there;  maybe not. 

Lizard Land
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Lizard Land – 1Synthesising

Synthesising involves many different skills—retelling, evaluating, summarising, inferring and linking to personal 
knowledge and experience.

Complete each section using the skills above. 

1.	 Retell: Retell the text briefly in your own words. Include only the most important information.

	

2.	 Evaluate: Write two or three sentences to evaluate the text. What did you think of it? What did you like? 
What didn’t you like?

	

	

	

3.	 Summarise: Write a short summary to answer each question.

	 (a)	 What is your opinion of Sandy and her actions? How would you describe her?

	 	

	 	

	 (b)	 What is the group of lizards in Lizard Land like?

	 	

	 	

	 	

	 (c)	 How do you feel about the cannibalistic nature of the lizards? 

	 	

	 	

	 	

4.	 Infer: What do you think Sandy was doing in Lizard Land? Are there any text clues to tell you?
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Lizard Land – 2Synthesising

5.	 What did you know about lizards before reading this text? Write some ideas below.

	

6.	 What new information did the writer tell you while you were reading? Write some ideas below.

	

7.	 What information was the same as what you already knew? Write some ideas below.

	

8.	 After reading ...

	 Put the information you knew before reading and the new information from the text together.

	 What do you think now? Write a sentence or two.

	

	

	

9.	 The writer presented the information about lizards as a description made by an observer. 

	 In what other interesting ways could you do the same thing? Write some ideas below, then explain why 
you would do it this way.
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Visualising Atlantis Found – 1

1.	 Visualising involves making mental images of events or descriptions in the text as we read. The words, 
phrases and sentences written by the author help us visualise. Visualising is like creating images on a 
blank movie screen.

	 What do you already know about Atlantis that can help you make a picture in your head? You may have 
some ideas from research or even from films. Write some words or a sentence or two.

	

	

	

2.	 The following events and ideas, mentioned in the text, have not been included in the illustration that 
supports the text.

	 Draw an illustration for each one to help you understand the text better.

	

The city (Atlantis), its grand palaces and temples ...

... he favoured that the city of Atlantis sank ...

... a colossal volcanic explosion ...
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Atlantis Found – 2Visualising

3.	 Read the sentence from the text, then 
draw an illustration of Michael’s face to 
show the emotions and facial expressions 
suggested by the words in bold.

	 Today, he swum amongst his beliefs, 
agog with wonder.

4.	 To help readers visualise things in the text and events happening, a writer gives detailed descriptions. 
Copy clues (words such as adjectives, adverbs or phrases) from the text that help you visualise each 
object or action. The word given is the actual word from the text and they are given in the order they 
appear in the text. Descriptive words and phrases may occur before or after a word.

	 (a)	 people	

	 	

	 (b)	 palaces and temples	

	 (c)	 volcanic explosion	

	 (d)	 settlement	

	 (e)	 columns	

	 (f)	 octopuses	

	 (g)	 urns	

	 (h)	 stone head	

	 	

	 (i)	 pieces of fallen columns	

	 (j)	 ceramic pots	

	 (k)	 The place	

	 (l)	 fish	

5.	 Draw an illustration to match the sentence below. Use your illustration to show what you think the 
sentence means.

	 At last, after years of patient research, Michael had found evidence of the lost civilisation of Atlantis.
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