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Detailed drawings and interesting text make up this collection of comprehension activities. The book provides two 
distinct sections relating to each drawing and text:

1.	 Cloze activity pages:

	 Each picture-story provides the reader with two exercises.

	 First exercise:	 The reader is provided with a complete text and shows comprehension by completing the 
accompanying picture.

	 Second exercise:	 The reader shows comprehension by completing a cloze task based on the accompanying picture.

	 There is opportunity in some activities for slightly varied answers or drawings. If the answer or drawing provided 
can be justified by the instruction then it should be seen as acceptable.

	 Cloze comprehension provides an ideal indication of comprehension levels.

2.	 Comprehension strategy pages:

	 Each text has two additional comprehension pages that focus on a specific comprehension strategy. These pages 
can be used to teach these comprehension strategies.

	 The texts and activities enable teachers to provide variety to any English language programme.
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Pictorial

‘Heave ho, let’s go!’ yelled Odin the Viking king, as he raised his hammer up 

to the sky. The Vikings pushed their large and heavy oars through the water, 

each keeping in perfect time. All of the Vikings were wearing their horned 

helmets and each was holding a weapon. The first Viking held a small axe, the 

second a pike, the third had a long axe and the fourth had a giant, black axe. 

The boat had three shields down the side. As if this sight wasn’t scary enough, 

the Vikings’ boat had a horse’s head on the front with four sharp teeth and a 

long and curly tongue coming out of its mouth. The striped sail was catching 

the wind and the Vikings were well on their way to battle. 

The Viking Ship
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Cloze

‘Heave ho, let’s go!’ yelled Odin the  king, as he raised 

his hammer up to the . The Vikings pushed their large 

and heavy oars through the , each keeping in perfect 

time. All of the Vikings were wearing their horned  

and each was holding a weapon. The  Viking 

held a small axe, the second a pike, the  had 

a long axe and the fourth had a giant, black axe. The boat had three 

 down the side. As if this sight wasn’t scary enough, the 

Vikings’ boat had a horse’s  on the front with four sharp 

 and a long and curly  coming 

out of its . The striped  was 

catching the wind and the Vikings were well on their way to battle. 

The Viking Ship
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The Viking Ship – 1Predicting

Before reading

1.	 Look at the picture. Where do you think the Vikings are going? Write or 
draw your ideas. 

	

2.	 Why do you think the Vikings are wearing helmets?

	

	

During reading

3.	 What do you think these parts from the story mean?

	

words meaning
Heave ho, let’s go!

The striped sail was 
catching the wind

... well on their way 
to battle	
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The Viking Ship – 2Predicting

After reading

4.	 Were your predictions from questions one and two correct?

	 Yes 	 No

5.	 What do you think will happen next in the story? Draw or write your 
predictions.
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Pictorial

Ally the adventurer was rowing her small boat towards the cave. She was 

well-prepared for the day’s adventure. She had her packed lunch and her 

water bottle and she was wearing a hat and a long-sleeved shirt to protect 

her from the hot sun. Ally liked to take pictures of the animals she saw on her 

adventures. She had just taken a picture of the two bats hanging from the top 

of the cave. One of the bats was covering its face with its wing to hide from the 

daylight. Ally passed by a small island with two small and spiky-looking bushes 

on it on her way into the dark cave. She wondered what she might see inside. 

Ally the Adventurer
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Cloze

Ally the adventurer was rowing her small  towards 

the . She was well-prepared for the day’s adventure. 

She had her packed  and her  

bottle and she was wearing a hat and a long-sleeved  

to protect her from the hot .. Ally liked to take pictures 

of the animals she saw on her adventures. She had just taken a picture of 

the two  hanging from the top of the cave. One of 

the bats was covering its face with its  to hide from 

the daylight. Ally passed by a small  with two small 

and spiky-looking  on it on her way into the dark 

. She wondered what she might see inside. 

Ally the Adventurer
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Ally the Adventurer – 1Predicting

1.	 Read the title and look at the picture. Make some guesses to describe the 
character: I think Ally the adventurer …

	

	

	

	

	

	

2.	 Use the picture to help you predict the end of these sentences from the 
story.

	 (a)	 Ally the adventurer was rowing her small boat …

	 	

	 	

	 	

	 (b)	 She had packed her …

	 	

	 	

	 	

	 (c)	 Ally liked to …
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Ally the Adventurer – 2Predicting

During reading

3. 	 Tick the boxes in the table below that show if your predictions in question 2 
were correct.

	

Almost the 
same

Not the  
same

(a)	 Ally the adventurer was rowing her 
small boat towards the cave.

(b)	 She had packed her lunch and her 
water bottle …

(c)	 Ally liked to take pictures of the 
animals she saw … 

After reading

3. 	 Write or draw about what you think Ally did and saw inside the cave.
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