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Foreword

Handwriting Today provides teachers with a systematic approach to the
instruction and practice of handwriting. The font used — Peannaireacht —

has been developed to provide a cursive manuscript font that combines

the best of traditional and contemporary handwriting practice. The series
has been written in the belief that it is essential for all children to develop
fluent, legible and attractive handwriting.

This handwriting programme develops:

muscular coordination;

fine motor skills;

a preferred writing hand;

a comfortable and suitable pencil grip;

a comfortable and suitable posture when writing;
a positive attitude towards handwriting;

an ability to complete patterns which develop the movement
and process of handwriting;

e visual memory of letter shapes and formations;

¢ afluent, legible and attractive writing style;

e the ability to follow instructions;

Cursive writing has been grouped according to how the letters join. Review pages have been included at regular intervals
to allow teachers to assess each child’s handwriting. A number of theme pages have been included at regular intervals
to provide children with opportunities to practise handwriting in situations they will encounter in day-to-day life. Speed,
fluency and accuracy have been introduced as pupils become comfortable with their handwriting.

The cursive font used in Handwriting Today is Peannaireacht cursive which has been developed in Ireland for use in Irish
schools.
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Trace and complete these sums. Il Trace then copy.

77777777777777777 Trace then copy.
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Colour to show the correct number.
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Trace and complete these sums.
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Colour to show the correct number.
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el . . A
Balls shot within the circle (2 points each)
STAN oo 40 points
JaN . 32 points
PAM .o 16 points

9 SAM i 26 points )
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Plan your next birthday party below.
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Trace, complete and colour this birthday invitation.

!

_______________________ day  (date) |
L ___ dmonth __ ___ (starttime)
- ________(nishtme_ _
. _____ _____ themeofpartyy
. ____________laddress) . _____
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Trace then copy.
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Match these sentence beginnings and endings. Write the sentences you make below.

1.  Whales are J e inthe sea.
2. They breathe . e  mammals.
3. Whales swim J e called pods.
4. They livein groups e air

Trace then write words that rhyme with these.
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Uses a sharp pencil. Forms numbers correctly.
Demonstrates correct posture. Writes neatly and legibly.
Demonstrates correct pencil hold. Writes on the lines provided.
Forms lower case letters correctly. General Comment N
Forms upper case letters correctly. {
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The most common type of join is
the ‘diagonal join’. The diagonal
*********** join always joins the next letter

. at the top of the lefter’s body.

o agonal O

Trace and complete these patterns.
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