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Teachers: For detailed instructions on how to obtain your class Access Code for the year,  
go to www.soundsinfocusonline.ie or contact Prim-Ed Publishing.

BARBARA MURRAY 
TERRI WATSON

Use the Access Code provided by your teacher to log into www.soundsinfocuskids.ie. 
You will need this code to access the online learning resources. 

My Access Code is: 

A  W H O L E - S C H O O L 
P H O N E M I C  A P P R O A C H 

T O  S P E L L I N G

TM
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Unit Sound (phoneme) Page

1 Getting Started 6

2 b as in balloon 8

3 a as in apple 10

4 k as in kite 12

5 e as in egg 14

6 d as in duck 16

7 i as in igloo 18

8 f as in fish 20

9 o as in orange 22

10 g as in girl 24

11 u as in umbrella 26

12 h as in house 28

j as in jellyfish 29

13 ai as in snail 30

14 l as in lizard 32

15 ee as in bee 34

16 m as in moon 36

17 i_e as in ice cream 38

18 n as in net 40

ng as in ring 41

19 oa as in boat 42

20 p as in pig 44

r as in robot 45

21 ar as in star 46

22 s as in seal 48

23 ir as in bird 50

24 t as in tiger 52

25 or as in horse 54

26 v as in vase 56

w as in web 57

27 oo as in book 58

28 y as in yo-yo 60

29 oo as in boot 62

30 z as in zebra 64

s as in treasure 65

31 ou as in cloud 66

32 ch as in chicken 68

sh as in shell 69

33 oy as in boy 70

eer as in deer 71

34 th as in thumb 72

th as in feather 73

35 air as in chair 74

36 er as in ladder 76

List Words for Segmenting 78

Helpful Hints 86

Consonant Extension Word Lists 88

Vowel Extension Word Lists 89

Extra Challenges 90

Notes 92

✓ ✓  

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓  ✓ ✓ ✓

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

Contents Focus Concepts
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9	 �Colour-code one word part from each column to form List Words. Write the words on the lines.

cen ssess

wea tence

a ther

sen ral

po tre

seve ffect

reg tu ssion

ex og lar

cen er one

rec pre nise

eve u ry

en ry gy

terraces      terra firma      terracotta      terrarium      territory

firm or solid earth 	     	  an area of land, a region	

raised banks of land	  	  clay used to make pots	

a closed glass container with earth in it for growing plants 

Challenge
Colour words built from these List Words in the Word Search. Write the words on the lines.

friendly	           

affect	            

energy	         

possess	          

territory	           

recognise	           

plenty	         

effect	         

empty	         

centre	       

regular	         

n o i t i n g o c e r y
e s s e n i t p m e x l
t e r r i t o r i e s r
l u f i t n e l p t r a
a e n e r g e t i c o l
c e n t r a l r d i n u
a r e v i t c e f f e g
f r i e n d l i e s t e
y n o i s s e s s o p r
a f f e c t i o n a t e

Hidden Word:

decade     decagon     decahedron     decathlon     semicircle     semiquaver

10	 �Select words beginning with the prefixes deca and semi from the box to match the meanings. Use your dictionary to help.
	   The prefix deca means ten times greater. The prefix semi means half.

11	 �Select words made from the Latin root terra from the box to match these meanings. Use your dictionary to help.	
  The Latin root terra means earth.

a 2-D shape with ten sides      	 a period of ten years	

a 3-D shape with ten faces      	 half a quaver (music note)	

athletic contest with ten events  	 half a circle	
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List Words grapheme word

Grapheme Chart
grapheme word
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3	 �Write any other letter(s) that can represent  d dd  on the 
Grapheme Chart. Write one word example for each.

2	 ��Turn to page 79 or use SLW5. Count the sounds and 
identify all the graphemes in each List Word.

1	� Colour the grapheme that represents  d dd   
in each List Word.dusty

deeply
dived
dew
golden
widen
saddest
depart
decide
divide
tied
tired
intend
attend
descend
ascend
address
discover
disappear
discomfort
destroy
definite
difficult
differently
immediate

duck   paddled dd

4	� Write the List Words with 
 d dd  in the following 

positions in the words.

5	 �Fill in the empty sound boxes. Colour or write the correct graphemes in the sound boxes for the 
words. The sound boxes on pages 88 and 89 will help you.

6	 �Draw a line from each word to its definition (meaning). Use the words to 
finish the sentences. The words may be used more than once.

(deeply)

(intend)

(disappear)

(descend)

(saddest)

(destroy)

	 tide	•	 • fastened with cord or string
	 tied	•	 • sleepy or weak
	 tired	•	 • made an effort or attempted
	 tried	•	 • the rise and fall of the ocean, usually twice a day

When we first arrived at the beach, the water was right at high . The waves were huge and 

it was lucky that our surfboards were  to our legs with leg ropes or we may have lost them. 

We  riding every wave but many of them were just too big and we often fell off. We even  

some new tricks. Later, as the  went out, the waves got smaller so we went home, feeling happy 

but very .

 d dd ee e ea y ey  p pp l ll

i  n nn kn t tt  n nn kn  d dd

er ar or a e i o u  p pp eer eari

 d dd er ar or a e i o u  e ea  d dd

s ss se ce x(ks) c  d dd er ar or a e i o u s ss se ce x(ks) c t tt

 d dd er ar or a e i o u s ss se ce x(ks) c t tt r rr wr

1st and 4th	 	 1st and 5th	 

1st and 5th	 	 1st and 6th	 	2nd	 

3rd 	 3rd	 	3rd	 	

4th 	 4th	 	4th	

Unit

6

s ss se ce x(ks) c

s ss se ce x(ks) c 
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7	 �Unjumble these List Words, that begin with the prefixes shown in bold.

8	 �Follow the pattern in each column. Use the words from the columns to finish the sentences below.
	    Turn to 11a  and 11b  on page 87.

acdens	

indnet	

didvei	

dedeic	

atdnet	

adsersd	

disvroec	

deiietfn	

detrpa	

deytrso	

discfmoort	

disrpepaa	

dedcnes	

diftcuilf	

difyetnerlf	

Adjectives 
(describing one)

Comparatives 
(comparing two)

Superlatives 
(comparing three or more)

deep deeper deepest

wide

sad
dusty

Footpaths are not very . Roads are . Motorways are  of all.

The day my dog died was the  day of my life.

Our room is , yours is even  but a desert is the  of all.

Our pool is quite . A river is . An ocean is the . 

(describing one) (comparing two) (comparing three)

(describing one) (comparing two) (comparing three)

(describing one) (comparing two) (comparing three)

(comparing many days)

Challenge
Change these verbs to nouns by adding the suffix ion. 
Place them in the Crossword. Use the hints below to help.
   Turn to 6  on page 86.

ascend	

collide	

conclude	

decide	

suspend	

divide	

explode	

extend	

include	

intrude	

d e

c p
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2	 ��Turn to page 79 or use SLW6. Count the sounds and 
identify all the graphemes in each List Word.

3	 �Write any other letter(s) that can represent i  on 
the Grapheme Chart. Write one word example for each.

1	� Colour the grapheme that represents i   
in each List Word.

Unit

7
coming
hidden
inland
city
invite
width
signal
written
billion
syrup
distance
women
deliver
busiest
perimeter
prediction
commit
increase
infinity
information
indexation
equipment
astonish
symmetry
victorious

iglooi

4	 Colour the graphemes representing i  in these words. 
	� Add any extra graphemes with word examples to the  

Grapheme Chart.

5	� Write the List Words with i  in the following positions in the words.

6	 �Write the missing graphemes in the words. Fill in the sound boxes in the sentence below.
	    Turn to 1a  on page 86.

7	 �Make words by blending the sounds represented by the sound boxes. Colour the correct 
grapheme choices in the sound boxes. Write the words.

island	 inland	 wide	 width	
hide	 hidden	 writing	 written	
infinite	 infinity	 cities	 business	 signal	 symmetric	
pretty	 sign	 woman	 women	 symmetry	 building	 equivalent

1st and 4th 	 4th 	4th 	4th 

4th 	4th 	5th 	 6th 

2nd (7 letters)     

d or dd t or tt g or gg b or bb k or ck

hi ing wri en ji le nim le thin er

hi en wri ing jin le ni le ti er
We often write dd, tt, gg, bb or ck straight after the letters a, e, i, o or u representing  

     before adding more letters.

i  n nn kn  v ve i_e y igh i ie t tt

w wh u i  d dd th

s ss se ce x(ks) c i  g gg  n nn kn er ar or a e i o u l ll

er ar or a e i o u m mm mb i t ttk c q ck x(ks) ch

i  n nn kn k c q ck x(ks) ch r rr wr ee e ea y ey s ss se ce x(ks) c

 d dd i s ss se ce x(ks) c t tt er ar or a e i o u  n nn kn s ss se ce x(ks) c
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8	 �Colour-code one word part from each column to form List Words. Write the words on the lines.

bill rup

sy ing

com mmit

ci ion

co men

wo ty

de i tion

bus dic ish

pre quip ver

a ston ment

symm li try

e e est

9	 �Select words from the box, beginning with the prefix in or containing the suffix ish, to match these meanings.
	   The prefix in can mean in or to make. The suffix ish can mean like or belonging.

10	 Match the words in the box with the definitions (meanings). Use your dictionary to help.

in from the sea across the land	 	 ask a visitor in to your home	

to fill someone in with the facts	 	 to make grow in size	

like a pink colour	 	 belonging to England	

like being astounded or amazed	 	 belonging to the end	

triumphant as the winner of a contest 

the outer edge or boundary of something 

a system that measures the cost of living 

the arrangement of the parts of something  
so that they are all balanced in size and shape 

number, distance or time that goes on forever and cannot be measured 

Challenge
Read the story. Write the missing List Words, separated into graphemes.

perimeter
infinity

symmetry
victorious
indexation

There was once a magical , that was  way, way 

far, far away from the sea. There was very little  about this 

. One day, it was there and then it disappeared. It was rumoured that one  

 men and  lived there. Visitors had to be 

 and they had to travel a long  to get there.  

Around the , there was an  wall that  

seemed to rise up into the sky, into the  of the universe.  

Anyone  to      

never came out again!

dd

or ti

ll

ce

er ng

ng er

ish

d

increase inland inform invite English pinkish astonished finished
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List Words grapheme word

Grapheme Chart
grapheme word
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2	 ��Turn to page 79 or use SLW7. Count the sounds and 
identify all the graphemes in each List Word.

3	 �Write any other letter(s) that can represent f ff ph  on the 
Grapheme Chart. Write one word example for each.

1	� Colour the grapheme that represents f ff ph   
in each List Word.flies

sniffle
fewest
farther
further
forgetful
colourful
carefully
cough
graph
factory
safety
frighten
finally
briefly
comfortable
fragile
alphabet
definite
infinite
physical
fascinate
sufficient
artificial
affectionate

Unit

8 f ff ph fish   cliff   phone

4	� Cross out the words where you hear f ff ph .  
Answer the question that is left.

5	 �Write the List Words with f ff ph  in the following positions in the words.

6	 �Unjumble the words in the first column. Write the correct verbs in the remaining columns.
	   Turn to 12 , 13  and 14  on page 87.

7	 �Rewrite each word, adding s or es. Write the missing letters in the sentences.
	   Turn to 3 , 4  and 5  on page 86.

If When eight laughing people caught six toughest  
giraffes octopuses through the rifle night, how many coughing nephews octopus  
physics legs did infinity they each frighten get briefly to shuffle eat ?  

1st and 6th  2nd  4th 

4th 	 4th  4th  4th 

Today, I Yesterday, I I have I am
efgotr

enfilfs

hucog

lyf

fly 	family	 	
spy 	factory	

When a word ends in a consonant and 
the letter y, we usually change the y to 

 before adding .

knife 	 half 	
chief 	 hoof

When a word ends in f or fe, we  
sometimes change the f or fe to  
before s is added.

chimney 	 guy	

jockey 	  	 convoy  

When a word ends in a vowel and the  
letter y, we usually just add .

flinch	 	 finish	 

reflex	 	 frizz	  

When a word ends in sh, ch, z, x or s,  
we usually add .
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8	 Colour-code one word part from each column to form List Words. Write the words on the lines.

9	� Write the words in the box under the root words and meanings from which they have developed. 
You may find this information under each word entry in your dictionary if you need help.

	   Turn to 19  on page 87.

10	 Find and colour rhyming words in the Word Search. Write them in rhyming groups.

in i lly

fac ffici bet

fi fin ry

al to nite

def na ent

su pha ite

facio factus (Latin) finis (Latin) fortis (Latin) frango fractus (Latin) grapho (Greek)
means I make means the end means strong means I break means I write

calf stuff

shaft lift

piffle

off

g c o u g h f h s d a d
r n f f u l f g n r s e
a h f f o c s u i a h f
p g s c a r f o f u i f
h u t f a r c n f g f i
t o t o u g h e l h t n
a r t r o u g h e t s s
h g u a l s t a f f t i

Challenge
Write List Words with the suffix ly added, where they fit on the lines. Write the letters in the 
boxes on the numbered lines to find the hidden name of a fish.

 Turn to 2a  on page 86 and 17  on page 87.

Hidden Word: c!

1.    y       	 2.  e        	 3.      u      

4.       t     	 5.   n        	 6.       c     

7.   f         
Hidden Fish Name:  
	  	 1	 6	 3	 2	 7	 5	 4

fra ther

far est

few ly

safe ther

brief gile

fur ty

flinch	 	 finish	 

reflex	 	 frizz	  

When a word ends in sh, ch, z, x or s,  
we usually add .

graph   factory   final   comfort   fragile   finite   manufacture   biography   forceful   fracture
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2	 ��Turn to page 80 or use SLW8. Count the sounds and 
identify all the graphemes in each List Word.

3	 �Write any other letter(s) that can represent o  a  on 
the Grapheme Chart. Write one word example for each.

1	� Colour the grapheme that represents o  a   
in each List Word.chopping

wrong
model
monster
honest
horror
wander
blossom
column
quality
modern
hospital
possible
octopus
sausage
tomorrow
property
contradict
monoplane
confident
octagonal
biography
knowledge
astonishment
consequence

Unit

9 o a orange   swan

4	 Colour the graphemes representing o  a  in these words.

5	 �Write the List Words with o  a  in the following positions in the words.

6	 �Fill in the empty sound boxes. Colour or write the correct graphemes in the sound boxes for the 
words. The sound boxes on pages 88–89 will help you.

7	 �Build some word families. Use your dictionary for the correct spelling.
	   Turn to 1d , 1e  and 3  on page 86.

colony	 enough	 quantity	 complicate	
notice	 equator	 echo	 rocket	
coming	 swallow	 shallow	 antibody	 custom	 recognise	
hoped	 hopped	 honestly	 horrible	 yacht	 oblique	 wallet

1st          3rd    

3rd       4th    

(chopping)
(wrong)

(column)
(wander)
(horror)
(model)

(monster)

r rr wr

ch tch

o  a l ll

o  a  p pp

er ar or a e i o u

 h

m mm mb

m mm mb

o  a  n nn kn er ar or a e i o u d dd

k c q ck x(ks) ch

er ar or a e i o u

o  a

o  a  n nn kn

ng n

ng n

o  a

er ar or a e i o u

s ss se ce x(ks) c

l ll

er ar or a e i o u

ility

ilities

im

im ility

possible

	 ing

model

y

ly

dis

dis y

honest

ed

blossom

ent

ence

ial

iality

confide

monster

ous

s

ic

ical

auto

biography

s

octopus
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  For the Extra Challenge turn to page 90.Prim-Ed Publishing 23ISBN 978-1-84654-946-5  Sounds in Focus 5 Pupil Book

8	 �Colour-code one word part from each column to form List Words. Write the words on the lines.

mod ledge

saus el

know or

mod est

horr age

hon ern

9	� Find the dictionary meanings for the prefix contra and the Latin and Greek roots oct, octa, octo and mono to write 
beside each one. Write one List Word and one word from the dictionary in each column. Choose words with meanings 
you understand and could explain to the class.

10	� Write the List Words from the orange peel that are antonyms for the words below.
	    Turn to 20  on page 87.

11	� Find small words inside these List Words that will fit on the lines, one letter on each line.

mono: oct, octa, octo: contra:

confidentqualityhonestcontradictmodernwrongpossibletomorrow
							       rubbish	

							       impossible	

dishonest	 	 agree	 	 unsure	

outdated	 	 yesterday	 	 right	

chopping                                      model         

tomorrow                        wander             

wrong       knowledge                                    

hospital                  consequence                       

Challenge
Write the List Words in the Word Puzzle that could be synonyms 
or meanings for the clues. The vertically hidden List Word is an 
adjective describing something to do with this Word Puzzle.

  Turn to 21  on page 87.

1.	 amazement
2.	 pillar
3.	 disagree

4.	 food
5.	 life story
6.	aircraft

7.	 result
8.	 standard
9.	 information

Clues

Hidden Word: 

mon it al

hos tra ow

qual morr y

to per plane

con pit ty

pro o dict

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9
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List Words grapheme word

Grapheme Chart
grapheme word

Prim-Ed PublishingSounds in Focus 5 Pupil Book  ISBN 978-1-84654-946-524

2	 ��Turn to page 80 or use SLW9. Count the sounds and 
identify all the graphemes in each List Word.

3	 �Write any other letter(s) that can represent  g gg  on the 
Grapheme Chart. Write one word example for each.

1	� Colour the grapheme that represents  g gg   
in each List Word.goal

ghost
garden
gained
against
bargain
hungry
grief
degree
disagree
argue
guard
guilty
grease
garage
garbage
regular
figure
recognise
ghastly
grateful
graceful
gracious
signature
organisation

Unit

10 girl   eggg gg

4	 Cross out the words where you hear  g gg .  
	 Answer the question that is left.

5	 �Write graphemes to represent  g gg  to finish these List Words.

6	 �Fill in the empty sound boxes. Colour or write the correct graphemes in the sound boxes for the 
words. The sound boxes on pages 88–89 will help you.

7	 �Rewrite each word, adding ed and ing. Circle the words that had no letters added or removed 
before adding ed and ing. Explain why to a partner.

Would you argue save recognise bargain money  
if you agreed bought ghastly garden greasy gems  
gained while you were hungry against on a guilty tight budget ?

ost	 rief	 astly	 fi ure	 re ular	 racious

ard	 oal	 ilty	 de ree	 arbage	 reco nise

 g gg  d dd er ar or a e i o u  n nn kn

 h u  o ng n r rr wr ee e ea y ey

 g gg r rr wr ee e ea y ey

 g gg r rr wr ee e ea y ey

 g gg r rr wr ai ay a_e a t tt f ff ph er ar or a e i o u

	 	 	

	 	 	

	 shrug 	 grunt 	 figure 	 argue

8	� Write words from the brackets to finish these sentences. Use your dictionary for the meanings of 
gracious and graceful and any other words where you need help.

The  shadow on the wall gave me a  fright.� (ghastly, ghostly) 

The prisoners from the  beat the local football team by one .� (goal, gaol) 

My friend from  helped me put some axle  on my bike wheel.� (Greece, grease) 

We heard a terrible  coming from the field of over  grass.� (groan, grown) 

The  dancer was  in accepting defeat in the contest.� (graceful, gracious)

garden

hungry

grease (noun)
grease (verb)

grateful
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