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P H O N E M I C  A P P R O A C H 

T O  S P E L L I N G

BARBARA MURRAY 
TERRI WATSON

Educators: For detailed instructions on how to obtain your class Access Code for the year,  
go to www.soundsinfocusonline.ie or contact Prim-Ed Publishing.

Use the Access Code provided by your teacher to log into www.soundsinfocuskids.ie 
You will need this code to access the online learning resources. 

My Access Code is: 
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Unit Sound (phoneme) Page Focus Graphemes and Blends Spelling Patterns and Concepts

1 Getting Started 6
2 b as in balloon 8 b, bb, bl, br capital letters
3 a as in apple 10 a an, ad, at, and, ack
4 k as in kite 12 k, c, q, ck, x, cl, cr
5 e as in egg 14 e en, ed, et, ell, end, est, ent, eck, elp
6 d as in duck 16 d, dd, dr, nd and, end; capital letters
7 i as in igloo 18 i it, in, ig, ill, ick, ing; questions
8 f as in fish 20 f, ff, fl, fr, ft capital letters
9 o as in orange 22 o, a op, ot, og, ock, ong
10 g as in girl 24 g, gg, gl, gr ag, eg, ig, ug; capital letters
11 u as in umbrella 26 u, o ut, un, up, um, uck, ust, ump, uch
12 h as in house 28 h

j as in jellyfish 29 j word endings – ed, ing
13 ai as in snail 30 ay, a_e, ai ay, ame, ate, ake
14 l as in lizard 32 l, ll, bl, cl, fl, gl, ld, lf, lk, lp, lt ill, ell, all, old, ilk, elt, elp, elf, ilt; capital letters
15 ee as in bee 34 ee, e, ea eed, eep, een, eat
16 m as in moon 36 m, mm, sm, mp ump, amp; word endings – ed, ing; capital letters
17 i_e as in ice cream 38 i_e, y, igh ine, ide, ind, ice, ike, ipe, ight
18 n as in net 40 n, nn, sn

ng as in ring 41 ng ing, ang, ong
19 oa as in boat 42 oa, o_e, o old, ope, ose, oke, one; homophones; word endings – es, ing
20 p as in pig 44 p, pp, pl, pr, sp, pt capital letters

r as in robot 45 r, rr capital letters
21 ar as in star 46 ar, a ar, ard, ark, ast; questions
22 s as in seal 48 s, ss, se, ce, c, x, sk, sc, sl word endings – es, ed
23 ir as in bird 50 ir, ur
24 t as in tiger 52 t, tt, st, tr, nt ent, est, ast; capital letters
25 or as in horse 54 or, a all, orn, ork
26 v as in vase 56 v, ve

w as in web 57 w, u, wh, sw, tw, qu questions 
27 oo as in book 58 oo, u ook, ood; word endings – ing
28 y as in yo–yo 60 y word endings – ing, ed; capital letters
29 oo as in boot 62 oo homophones – to, two, too; questions
30 z as in zebra 64 z, zz, s capital letters

s as in treasure 65 s, si
31 ou as in cloud 66 ou, ow

Revision 67 a_e, i_e, o_e, u_e
32 ch as in chicken 68 ch

sh as in shell 69 sh
33 oy as in boy 70 oy, oi oy, oin, oil

eer as in deer 71 ear, eer homophones – hear, here
34 th as in thumb 72 th

th as in feather 73 th homophones – there, their
35 air as in chair 74 air air; homophones – there, their

Revision 75 consonant blends
36 er as in ladder 76 er

Revision 77 ar, ir, or, ur
Caterpillar Check-up 78
Consonant Extension Word Lists 80
Vowel Extension Word Lists 81
Extra Challenges 82
Helpful Hints 84
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6 Write the letters for the  e  sound to finish the words. Use e, ea, ai or a.

7 Arrange the letters in the eggs to make words.

n ck wh n s d h d 
ny h lp w nt s ven

m
n

e

s

a
d

s
i

w

n
h

w
e

h

d
e

h
a

h

p
l

e
h

g
e

g

d
n

e

n
y

a

end

hs r b
g

l

4   Make real words by joining the letters in the eggs to the endings.

est

k ry db n
ent

nw f h
s t

5 Read the words. Cross out the ones that don’t make sense.

then shen when best yest test
neck geck peck help jelp yelp
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List Words Letters Words

Dad
dog
sad
duck

and
sand
lend
send

drop
drill
dress
drum

Daddy
ladder
door
friend

1  Underline the letter or letters for  d dd  in each List Word. If any of these  
are not in the sound box, write them with a word example in the box above.

Unit

6

4   Finish the words to match the pictures.

d dd  duck     paddle

2 Colour the duck if you hear  d dd  at the start of the picture name.

3   Colour the duck if you hear  d dd  at the end of the picture name. 

D d liog du sa
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5   Write d, dd or D to finish the words.  
Draw pictures in the ducks to match the words.

  We usually write d for  d dd . Sometimes we write dd in the  
   middle of a word. D starts sentences and the names of people and places. 

6  Write dr to finish the words. Write one of the words for each picture.

8  Read the words. Underline the letters for  d dd . Draw the pictures.

a y     oor       pa le     la er 

Daddy on a ladderducks on a pond my best friend

7  Make as many real words as you can. Your words must make sense.

um op ess ill

s   g   y
 

and
     end b    l 
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List Words Letters Words

it
is 
in
did

his
win
will
this

ship
fish
pick
sing

which
give
live
little

1  Underline the letter or letters for i  in each List Word. If any of these are 
not in the sound box, write them with a word example in the box above.

Unit

7

3   Write rhyming words in the igloos.

2 Colour the igloo if you hear i  in the picture name. 

i   igloo

it in

big hill
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4   Make real words with the letters in the igloos.

dr
st

w f
v fl

pr ill st
pl

g t
p j

qu ick st
br

s h
n dr

th ing

6 Write answers to the questions. Colour all the words with i .

Did she hit or miss? 

Did he trip or skip? 

Is his fish big or little? 

Is her fish big or little? 

5 Circle the correct word to finish the sentence. Draw a picture for each sentence.

Did you pick this sing? 
ring?

I live on this ship. 
little.
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List Words Letters Words
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List Words Letters Words

if
off
fat
fog

fun
fill
fell
fix

frog
from
flat
flag

left
soft
puffed
after

f
ff

f x
f x

f ll
f ll

Unit

8

3   Write a, e, i, o or u to make  f f f  words.

f  f f  fish     cliff

2 Colour the fish if you hear  f f f  in the picture name. 

f t
f t

f n
f n

1  Underline the letter or letters for  f f f  in each List Word. If any of these are 
not in the sound box, write them with a word example in the box above.
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4   Write f, ff or F to finish the words.  
Draw a picture inside the fish for each word.

   We usually write f for  f f f . Sometimes we write ff in the middle of a word  
or at the end. F starts sentences and the names of people and places. 

7 Write ft to finish the words. Write one of these words for each picture. 

8 Read the words. Cross out the ones that don’t make sense. 

red cli pu ed un

om

esh

og

uitag      

at       op

ower

5    Write fl to finish the words. Join the 
pictures to the correct words. 

6     Write fr to finish the words. Join the 
pictures to the correct words.

frog frol from flag flaf flat
lift left laft huffed puffed suffed

li le so a er

  For the Extra Challenge turn to page 82.
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List Words Letters Words

on
not
lot
hot

dog
got
doll
rock

stop
shop
drop
long

was
want
what
cannot

1  Underline the letter or letters for o  a  in each List Word. If any of these 
are not in the sound box, write them with a word example in the box above.

Unit

9 o a  orange        swan

2  Colour the orange slice orange if you hear o  a  in the picture name. Draw a 
dot on the line for each sound in the picture name, like this: sock |s|o|ck|  • • •.

hop not dog
3   Write rhyming words in the oranges.

• • •
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4   Make real words with the letters in the orange trees.

5  Write the letter a in the words in the box. Finish the sentences with these words. 
  We sometimes write a for o  a , as in swan.

6  Read the words. Rearrange the letters to make new words.

no hops
stops

s
prod

d

b

s

gr cl g

r

s

l

n tr d

h

st

g

sh d dr

f

op ock ong

w s
w nt
Wh t

 did you drop?
I  on the rock.
I  a big hot dog.

  For the Extra Challenge turn to page 82.
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List Words Letters Words

1  Underline the letter or letters for  g gg  in each List Word. If any of these  
are not in the sound box, write them with a word example in the box above.

big
bag
leg
rug

get
egg
hug
girl

grab
grin
glad
glue

good
going
hugged
hugging

Unit

10

3 Write rhyming words in the boxes.

g gg  girl     egg

2  Colour the gift if you hear  g gg  in the picture name. Draw a dot below the 
picture for each sound in the gift name, like this: dog |d|o|g| • • •.

Glue

• • •

tag peg pig bug
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