
C

6298C

S
A

M
P

LE
 - 

N
O

T 
FO

R
 S

A
LE



Prim-Ed Publishing® ~ www.prim-ed.com iii Teaching comprehension strategies

Teachers notes ..........................................................................2–3

Understanding words 1 – Butterflies (report).............................4–7

Understanding words 2 – Strawberry bars (procedure) .............8–9

Finding information 1 – My birthday (recount) .....................10–13

Finding information 2 – The Full Tummy Cafe (menu) ..........14–15

Identifying the main idea 1 – Our family outing (narrative) ..16–19

Identifying the main idea 2  
– Destination: New Zealand (travel brochure) .........................20–21

Tests – Skin (report) ...............................................................22–25

Teachers notes ......................................................................26–27

Sequencing 1 – Diary of Ben’s tennis ball (recount) ...............28–31

Sequencing 2 – The life cycle of a silkworm (explanation) .....32–33

Finding similarities and differences 1 –  
Delicious drinks (procedures) .................................................34–37

Finding similarities and differences 2 – 
Turtles and tortoises (reports) .................................................38–39

Predicting 1 – The mushroom hunt (recount) ........................40–43

Predicting 2 – The story of Momotaro (legend) ......................44–45

Tests – The Foster family’s camping trip (recount) ..................46–49

Foreword

Teachers notes ......................................................................50–51

Concluding 1 – Guide dogs (explanation) ...............................52–55

Concluding 2 – Ban cats! (discussion) ....................................56–57

Summarising 1 – Seahorses (report) .....................................58–61

Summarising 2 – One of those days (poem) ...........................62–63

Inferring 1 – The story of King Midas (myth) ..........................64–67

Inferring 2 – Surprise dinner! (recount) .................................68–69

Tests – The lost city of Atlantis (legend) ...................................70–73

Teachers notes ......................................................................74–75

Cause and effect 1 – 
How to stay safe around water (explanation) ...........................76–79

Cause and effect 2 – Floating liquids (procedure) ..................80–81

Fact or opinion 1 – A plant that eats insects (report) ..............82–85

Fact or opinion 2 – 
The country life is for me! (discussion)  ...................................86–87

Point of view and purpose 1 – 
Request for a bike track (letter) ...............................................88–91

Point of view and purpose 2 – Double trouble (poem) ..........92–93

Tests – Flight to Dubai (recount) .............................................94–97

Contents
Teachers notes ................................................................................................................................................................................................ iv – vii

Curriculum links .................................................................................................................................................................................................... vii

Comprehension skills class test record .................................................................................................................................................................. viii

Individual pupil evaluation ......................................................................................................................................................................................ix

Teaching comprehension strategies is a series of seven books using modelling, 
discussion and guided and independent practice to teach pupils strategies they can 
use to develop different reading comprehension skills.

Titles in this series include:

	 •	 Teaching comprehension strategies—Book A

	 •	 Teaching comprehension strategies—Book B

	 •	 Teaching comprehension strategies—Book C

	 •	 Teaching comprehension strategies—Book D

	 •	 Teaching comprehension strategies—Book E

	 •	 Teaching comprehension strategies—Book F

	 •	 Teaching comprehension strategies—Book G

Each book in this series is also provided in digital format on the accompanying CD.
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Pupil pages

•	 The	skill	is	identified	and	defined.

•	 The	text	is	presented.

•	 The	logo	indicates	that	this	is	a	teaching	
page.

•	 Steps	and	strategies	are	outlined.

•	 Multiple	choice	questions	are	presented	
and metacognitive processes for choosing 
the best answer are described.

•	 The	logo	indicates	that	this	is	a	
teacher and pupil page.

•	 Some	multiple	choice	
questions and others requiring 
explanations are presented with 
prompts or clues to assist pupils.

•	 The	logo	indicates	that	this	is	a	
pupil page.

•	 At	least	one	multiple	choice	
question and others requiring 
explanation are presented for 
pupils to complete.

•	 The	skill	is	identified.

•	 The	text	is	presented.

•	 The	logo	indicates	that	this	is	a	
pupil page.

•	 Multiple	choice	questions	and	some	
requiring explanation are included.

Text 1 Practice pageLearning about the skill

On your own Try it outText 2
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Pupil test pages

•	 The	three	skills	to	be	tested	are	identified.

•	 The	text	is	presented.

•	 Logo	to	indicate	that	this	is	a	pupil	page.
•	 The	comprehension	skill	to	be	tested	is	identified	and	appropriate	strategies	revised.
•	 Multiple	choice	questions	and	others	requiring	more	explanation	are	presented.

Curriculum links

Test text Tests 1–3

Country Subject Level Objective

England Literacy Year 3
•	 Identify	the	main	points	of	text.
•	 Infer	characters’	feelings	in	fiction	and	consequences	in	logical	explanations.

Northern
Ireland

Language
and Literacy

Year 4

•	 Participate	in	modelled	and	guided	reading	activities.
•	 Read	with	some	independence	for	information.
•	 Use	a	range	of	comprehension	skills	to	interpret	texts.
•	 Explore	and	begin	to	understand	how	texts	are	structured	in	a	range	of	genres.
•	 Express	opinions	and	give	reasons	based	on	what	they	have	read.
•	 Begin	to	use	evidence	from	text	to	support	their	views.

Republic	of
Ireland

English 2nd Class

•	 Develop	comprehension	strategies;	e.g.	recalling	details	and	events,	assimilating	facts	and	retelling	
stories.

•	 Predict	future	events	and	outcomes.
•	 Engage	with	a	wide	variety	of	text.

Scotland English

B
•	 Use	fiction	and	nonfiction	texts.
•	 Complete	activities	encouraging	discussion,	prediction,	answering	pertinent	questions,	use	of	

contextual clues and sequencing.

C

•	 Scan	for	specific	information.
•	 Identify	the	sequence	of	information	in	short	texts.
•	 Use	previous	reading	experience	to	make	predictions,	to	identify	main	ideas	and	supporting	ideas	

and skim and scan.
•	 Make	inferences	and	decide	on	conclusions,	supported	by	evidence.

Wales English KS	2

•	 Read	with	increasing	understanding.
•	 Use	inference,	deduction	and	prediction	to	evaluate	the	texts	they	read	and	refer	to	relevant	passages	

to support their opinions.
•	 Adopt	appropriate	strategies;	e.g.	posing	pertinent	questions,	identifying	the	precise	information	that	

they wish to know and distinguishing between fact and opinion.
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Understanding words – 1

wing

veins

Words are the building blocks we use to communicate with others. It is important that we 
understand what they mean and that we know some ways to work out their meanings in 
different sentences.

Read the report.

Butterflies
 1. Butterflies belong to the family of 

insects called Lepidoptera (this 
is a scientific name meaning 
‘scaly-winged insects’). There 
are between 15 000 and 20 000 
different species of butterflies in 
the world—that’s a lot of different 
butterflies!

 2. Butterflies live all over the world. 
They can be found in different 
types of climates. Their favourite 
environment is a tropical habitat. 
This is where the most number of 
butterflies can be found.

 3. Butterflies are like other insects. They have three body parts: a head, a 
thorax and an abdomen. The four wings are attached to the thorax. The 
wings have veins which nourish the delicate, brightly-coloured scales and 
keep them healthy. Butterflies also have six legs, two antennae with ends 
shaped like clubs, compound eyes, a proboscis for eating and a hard outer 
covering for protection.

 4. Butterflies use their long proboscis to sip nectar from flowers. When the 
proboscis is not being used, it is coiled into a spiral to keep it out of the 
way.

 5. Butterflies start life as eggs laid on a leaf. The larvae (caterpillars) hatch 
out of the eggs and feed, without stopping, on flowers and leaves. After 
some time and lots of growing, the caterpillars go into a resting state, make 
a cocoon and turn into pupas. While in their cocoons, the pupas slowly 
change into butterflies. When it is time, the butterflies carefully emerge from 
the cocoon and spread their wings to dry them before flying away to begin 
life as butterflies.

 6. Butterflies fly and feed during the day and rest at night. A bit like us!
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 1. Read the question.
  What does the word proboscis 

mean?
  (a) hair (b) a problem
  (c) a mouth part (d) the boss

 2. Find and underline the word 
proboscis in paragraph 3.

 3. Choosing the best answer.

  (a) The words after proboscis are 
for eating. Insects wouldn’t 
be likely to use hair for eating. 
This is not a good answer.

  (b) Insects could have problems 
eating—but if you use this 
word instead of proboscis, it 
would say that butterflies have 
a problem for eating. This is 
not quite right.

  (c) If you said that butterflies 
have a mouth part for eating, 
it would make sense. This is 
a good answer, but you must 
check all answers.

  (d) Butterflies would be unlikely to 
have a boss for eating, so this 
is not the best answer. 

Understanding words

Learning about the skill
Learn how you can work out the meaning of words.

•	 Find	and	underline	the	word	in	the	text.

•	 Read	the	sentence	the	word	is	in—this	will	be	very	helpful.

•	 Think	about	the	other	words	in	the	sentence	to	find	out	what	clues	they	give	you.

•	 If	you	are	still	not	sure,	read	the	sentences	before	and	after	that	one	and	the	whole	
paragraph	if	you	need	to.

•	 Always	check	all	the	possible	answers	before	choosing	one.

 4. What does the word nourish 
mean?

  (a) decorate (b) break
  (c) dry out (d) feed

 5. Find and underline the word 
nourish in paragraph 3.

 6. Choosing the best answer.

  (a) The text talks about the veins 
which nourish the scales and 
keep them healthy. Decorating 
wouldn’t have anything to 
do with keeping something 
healthy. So this is not a good 
answer.

  (b) If the veins broke the scales, 
they wouldn’t be healthy. So 
this is not a good answer.

  (c) If the veins were dry, they 
probably wouldn’t be healthy. 
So this is not a likely answer.

  (d) The text talks about keeping 
the scales healthy, which 
feeding them would do. This 
seems the best answer. 
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Use similar strategies to those on page 5 to practise working out 
word meanings. (Clues are given to help you!)

 1. Find and underline the word species in paragraph 1.
  Does it mean:
  (a) sizes?
  (b) wings?
  (c) types?
  (d) insects?

  I think the best answer is . 

 2. Find and underline the word coiled in paragraph 4.
  Does it mean:
  (a) sent?
  (b) cleaned?
  (c) liked?
  (d) rolled?

  I think the best answer is . 

 3. Read these explanations about the meaning of 
the phrase their favourite environment and 
decide which one is best.

  (a) place where butterflies don’t like to live
  (b) where the animals in the world like to live
  (c) place where butterflies like to live
  (d) place for butterfly holidays

  I think the best answer is .

 4. Explain what is meant by this phrase from 
paragraph 5:

  go into a resting state

  

  

  

Understanding words

Practice page

Think!
The rest of the sentence 
will give you a clue.

Think!
Read the sentence, trying  
each of the answers in it 
and think about which one 
makes the most sense.

Think!
Find and underline the 
phrase in paragraph 2. 
The rest of the paragraph 
will help you work out the 
best answer.

Think!
Think about what the word 
resting means. Then read 
the rest of the paragraph 
to help you work out the 
answer.
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Think about the strategies you have been using and work out these 
answers.

 1. What do the words are attached mean?
  (a) joined to
  (b) pretty
  (c) moved
  (d) very fond of

  The best answer is . 

 2. What does the word sip mean?

  (a) to drip
  (b) to drink a small mouthful
  (c) to drink a large mouthful
  (d) to spit out

  The best answer is .

 3. Explain what is meant by spread their wings.

  

  

 4. Draw a picture to show the meaning of emerge in paragraph 5.

Understanding words

On your own
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The tests on pages 23–25 will show how well you can:

	 •	 Understand	words	 •	 Find	information	 •	 Identify	the	main	idea

You will be working on your own.

Read the report.

more melanin your skin cells make, 
the darker the skin. Melanin also 
helps to protect your skin from the 
harmful rays of the sun.

2. The dermis

This layer is hidden under the 
epidermis. It contains:

•	 nerve	endings	which	give	us	our	
sense of touch

•	 blood	vessels	which	keep	our	
skin cells healthy and full of 
oxygen

•	 sebaceous	(oil)	glands	to	keep	
our skin lubricated and protected

•	 sweat	glands.

3. The subcutaneous layer

This is the bottom layer. It is made 
up mostly of fat. It helps to keep us 
warm and absorbs any knocks and 
bumps we might have. This layer 
helps to hold the skin onto the rest 
of our body.

It is important to look after our 
skin. It needs to be kept clean, so 
washing it with warm soapy water 
is a really good way to keep it 
healthy. We should also protect our 
skin from the harmful rays of the 
sun. Wearing sunscreen, a hat and 
protective clothing helps to keep 
our skin healthy.

Skin
Imagine what our body would 
be like if we didn’t have skin to 
hold everything together. Skin 
is our body’s largest organ. It 
is incredible; it grows with us, 
protects us, gives us our sense of 
touch; and helps to keep us warm 
or cool.

The skin is made up of three 
layers:

1. The epidermis

This is the bit we can see. But 
did you know, the skin you see is 
dead? Underneath that dead layer 
of skin cells, new skin cells are 
being made. 

This layer also makes melanin. 
This gives your skin its colour. The 

Pupil tests

Sebaceous (oil) gland

Hair

Epidermis

Dermis

Subcutaneous 
layer

Blood 
vessel

Nerve 
ending

Sweat 
gland

S
A

M
P

LE
 - 

N
O

T 
FO

R
 S

A
LE



Prim-Ed Publishing® ~ www.prim-ed.com 23 Teaching comprehension strategies

 1. What does the word protect mean? 
  (a) to wear clothes
  (b) to cover or shield from injury 

or danger
  (c) to keep clean
  (d) to fight away any danger

  The best answer is . 

 2. Explain what absorbs means in 
absorbs any knocks and bumps.

  

  

    

  

  

 3. Does the word lubricated mean: 
  (a) wet?
  (b) dry?
  (c) oily?
  (d) soaked?

  The best answer is .

 4. Choose the best meaning for the 
word harmful. 

  (a) something that could hurt us
  (b) something very safe
  (c) long and hot
  (d) a part of the sun

  The best answer is .

 5. Draw a picture to show the  
meaning of layers.

Understanding words

Test 1
Remember:
•	 Find	the	word	or	phrase	in	the	text.
•	 Read	that	sentence	and	some	of	the	sentences	around	it	to	help	you	to	work	out	the	

meaning.
•	 Say	the	word	in	the	sentence	to	see	if	it	sounds	correct.
•	 Always	check	all	possible	answers	before	making	a	decision.

Name:  Date: 
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Remember:
•	 Look	in	the	text	to	find	information.
•	 Underline	keywords	in	the	question	to	make	sure	that	you	know	what	information	you	

need.
•	 Find	the	keywords	in	the	text	and	read	the	information	around	them	carefully.
•	 Always	check	all	possible	answers	before	making	a	decision.

Name:  Date: 

 1. What is the name of the skin we 
can see? 

  (a) the subcutaneous layer
  (b) melanin
  (c) the epidermis
  (d) the dermis

  The best answer is . 

 2. Explain the best way to keep your 
skin healthy.

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 3. What gives your skin its colour? 
  (a) melanin
  (b) a sun tan
  (c) dead skin cells
  (d) blood vessels

  The best answer is .

 4. Which part of the skin gives us 
our sense of touch? 

  (a) sweat glands
  (b) the dermis
  (c) blood vessels
  (d) nerve endings

  The best answer is .

 5. Do you think you have: 

  a large a little a medium   

  amount of melanin in your skin?

  Explain. 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Finding information

Test 2
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 1. What is the main idea of the last paragraph?
  (a) tells us about the harmful rays of the sun
  (b) tells us how to wash our skin
  (c) it explains how to care for and protect our skin to keep it healthy
  (d) explains what to wear when playing outside

  The best answer is .

 2. Explain the main idea of paragraph 1.

  

  

  

 3. Use the text and your ideas to answer these.
  (a) What is the title of the text?

   

  (b) A good title often tells the main idea.

   Do you think this is a good title? YES  NO 

  (c) Explain why you think this.

   

   

   

  (d) Suggest another title which would be suitable.

   

Identifying the main idea

Test 3
Remember:
•	 The	main	idea	links	all	the	other	ideas	together	and	tells	what	the	text	is	about.
•	 The	title	is	an	excellent	clue	to	the	main	idea	of	the	text.
•	 Always	check	all	possible	answers	before	making	a	decision.

Name:  Date: 
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