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Foreword

Teaching comprehension strategies is a series of seven books using
modelling, discussion and guided and independent practice to teach pupils
strategies they can use to develop different reading comprehension skills.

Titles in this series include:

o Teaching comprehension strategies—Book A
o Teaching comprehension strategies—Book B
 Teaching comprehension strategies—Book C
o Teaching comprehension strategies—Book D
o Teaching comprehension strategies—Book E
o Teaching comprehension strategies—Book F

o Teaching comprehension strategies—Book G

Each book in this series is also provided in digital format on the
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Comprehension skills class test record

Individual pupil eValuation .............ccocveveininineencceccreeene
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Understanding words 1 — Best buddies (recount) ..........c.cc....... 47
Understanding words 2 — Goldfish (report)............cocvevvervien. 89

Finding information 1 — Susie Scooter (narrative poem).......10-13
Finding information 2 — Make a party hat (procedure).......... 14-15
Identifying the main idea I — Planting trees (discussion)......16-19
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— Ambulance officers (explanation) .............ccccoevverreeririerinnn. 20-21
Tests — Granny Nell (description) ............coeeevveverreeeeeerennnns 22-25
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Sequencing 1 — A clean weekend (recount) ............cccovevevennen. 28-31
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Predicting 1 — Working with Papa (narrative) ...............c.o..... 40-43
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Tests — A big birthday bash (report/book review) .................... 46-49
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Pupil pages

Text 1

oncluding=K

Conciusions are decisions we make by working something out.

We make concfusions about what we read by finding facts and detaiis in the text and

deciding what they mean.

Read the report.

n insect which can walk on water

7 Did you know that there are some insects )
| which can actually walk on water?

. The water strider lives in quiet
streams and ponds and can run
across the surface of the
water.

* The water strider has
a head, a thorax, an =<
abdomen and six jointed
legs, just like = other
insects. It has two antennae. It has a long, dark, skinny body with
hair on the underside which keeps water off.

“ The long middle legs act like paddles to move the water strider across
the surface of the water. The long back legs act like a steering wheel
and brakes. The short front legs are used to catch and hold other
small insects or larvae which fall on the surface of the water.

> Water striders are very clever because they can sense movement
and vibrations on the surface of the water. This ability helps them
to find their prey. Water striders eat by pushing their mouth into
insects and sucking them dry.

- Luckily, water striders do not like to bite people. They need to be
careful of birds coming from the air above the water or fish coming
from under the water.

[Concluding]

Learning about the skill

Learn how you can work out conclusions.

Learning about the skiff

Conclusions are decisions you make about the meaning of facts and details
in the text.

« Find out what it is you are making conclusions about.

* Look in the text to find the facts and details. Underline them.
* Make decisions about what they mean.

« Check all answers before choosing one.

Read the question.

Why are water striders insects?

(a) They have wings like other insects

(b) They can walk on water like other insects.

(c) They lay eggs like other insects.

(d) They have three main body parts and six legs

N

You will be making conclusions about insects. Find the words insect or
insects in the text and underline them.

@

Choosing the best answer.

(a) The text does not tell us about insects having wings. This is not a
good answer.

(b) The text does not tell s that other insects can walk on water. This is
not the best answer.

() The text does not tell us anything about water striders laying eggs.
This is not a good answer.

(d) Water striders have three main body parts and six legs like other
insects. These details are in paragraph 3. Water striders must be

T Water striders are very unusual insects.

insects. This is the best answer.

[Concluding]

Practice page

Practice page

Use strategies like those on page 53 to practise concluding. (Clues are given
to help you.)

N

=l

Eal

. How does the hair on a water strider help it to live

How do the legs of water striders help them to
move on the water?

(a) The legs help them catch prey to eat
(b) The legs have water floats on them.
(c) The legs act like paddies, steering wheel and brakes.
(d) The legs have webbed feet

The best answer is

on the water? Think!
Read paragraph 3. Look

(@) Itkeeps it warm for the words hai and

(b) Itkeeps it dry. vl

(c) It makes the underside of its body look pretty.

(d) Itis good for making a ponytail

—

The best answer is

Water striders are lazy hunters because ...
(a) they don't eat.

(b)
(c) they wait for their prey to fall on the surface of the water.
(d) they eat birds and fish

insects fall into their mouths.

The best answer is

What do water striders mainly use their short front legs for?
(a) fiying  (b) swimming  (c) padding  (d) catching prey

The best answer is

i 4 Pt

o The skill is identified and defined.

o The text is presented.

On your own

The logo indicates that this is a teaching

page.

Steps and strategies are outlined.

Multiple choice questions are presented
and metacognitive processes for choosing

the best answer are described.

Text 2

[Concluding]

1.

On your own

Think about the strategies you have been practising and work
out these answers.

Water striders eat their prey in an unusual way because ...
(a) they don't use a napkin

(b) they push their mouth into the insect and suck it dry.
(c) they jump up and catch their food

(d) they peel their food

The best answer ws‘ ‘

insects.

They canwalkonwater. | [ They canfl. || Toey have sickegs. |

They can sense movements
on the water surface.

Their middle legs act like
paddles.

They eat other insects. ‘ ‘

Teachingcomprbensonsatgies

The logo indicates that this is a
teacher and pupil page.

Some multiple choice

questions and others requiring
explanations are presented with
prompts or clues to assist pupils.

Try it out

[Concluding[S]2]

Read the explanation.

Two paper cups and a piece of string

person has said.

7. Your paper cup and string telephone will be fun to use anywhere, as
long as you remember to keep the string stretched tightly.

Teahing comprte

[Concluding]
Try it out

Use the strategies you leamt and practised in An insect that
can walk on water to make conclusions.

Remember: Conclusions are decisions you make about the meaning of facts and
details in the text.

+ Find what you are making conclusions about.

* Look in the text to find the facts and details. Underline them.
* Make decisions about what they mean.

* Check all answers before deciding.

2. Why do water striders need to be careful of birds and fish? | 1 Why s a sharp object needed to help make the telephone?
(a) They might make the water move and it would be 0o hard to walk on | You can make a simple telephone to talk to your friend. - P b i phone?
(b) They can't feel them moving on the surface of the water so they 2. First, collect two large paper cups. Punch a small hole in the middle (a) The string is too blunt
don't know they are there. ‘ of the bottom of each one with a sharp object like a sewing needle. (b) Itis needed to punch a hole in the bottom of each paper cup.
(c) They might squash them . Find some strong string or thread which does not stretch. Cut a very (¢) Itis needed to sew the two paper cups together.
(d) They might take over their habitat. long piece, about twenty or thirty metres long. Thread each end of (d) It makes the sound move better.
the string through the hole in each paper cup. Knot or tape the string
The best answer is on the inside of the cup so that it will not slip out The best answer is D
) " Give one paper cup to your friend and take the other one yourself.
3. Beca/uze Vfrgr striders catch their prey on the water surface, you can Move apart until the string is stretched tightly. Now, when one person 2. Why are two people needed to make the telephone work?
canclude that: talks into his or her paper cup, the other person should be able to (a) Itis too long for one person to hold up.
(a) flying insects are their prey. hear what is being said. (b) It would take too long for one person to make it on their own
:b)) :a;er 5‘”":'5 can walk on land 5‘ Do you know why this works? (c) ltis too hard for one person to make.
©) birds are their prey.
(d) waler siriders can swim & When a person talks into the end of the paper cup, his or her voice (d) One person has fo talk and the offer has to listen
makes soundwaves. The soundwaves make the bottom of the cup
) ) The best answer is
The best answer is vibrate back and forth. The vibrations travel through the string.
Soon the bottom of the cup at the other end will start to vibrate with 3. Would you ke to make a simple telephone like this? Yes D No D
4. Colour the boxes that say why water striders are clever and unusual soundwaves. The second person will be able to hear what the other Give a reason for coming to this conclusion

Teachingcomprehesion stteges

SAMPLE - NOT FOR SALE

o The logo indicates that this is a e The skill is identified.

pupil page.

o At least one multiple choice
question and others requiring
explanation are presented for
pupils to complete.

Teaching comprehension strategies

e The logo indicates that this is a
pupil page.

e Multiple choice questions and some
requiring explanation are included.

o The text is presented.
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Pupil test pages

Test text Tests 1-3
Bupiljtests]
The tests on pages 95 to 97 wil show how well you can work out:
* Cause and effect * Fact or opinion * Point of view and purpose [Bointfofiviewfand|purpose) 3 &
(You wiit be working on your own!) Test3

Read the diary.

r why they have
Oy Bt op epfiem o and work it out
o o
g 0°3 Diary of a germ - o
- e
—
Monday
s a fact.
Today | hid in some dirt, climbed onto Blaine’s hand and made him [CauseYandleffect] e:
sick. Blaine forgot to wash his hands with soap and water. Soap and Tost1 opinion-
water can kill germs. | think children should not bother to wash their
hands because they will only get dirty again! Remember:
Tuesday « The cause leads to the effect. They are connected.
Today | took a ride on a sneeze, landed on Nick’s fingers, slipped into « You will be told one and you will need to work out the other.
his mouth and gave him a cold. | think keeping clean is a waste of time * Look for keywords in the question and underline them.
because tomorrow | will be out and about again. | am small but | am « Find words in the text that are connected to the key question words.
powerful! + Check all answers before deciding
Wednesday
X § Name: Date:
Today | flew into Kelly’s mouth and gave her a sore throat. Pills and
medicines can kill germs. | think it is no use parents reminding children 1. What caused Blaine to get sick?
to wash their hands because they always forget! (a) The germ hid in some dirt and climbed onto his hand.
(b) He ate bad fruit
Thursday (c) He fell over and hurt his forehead
Today | burrowed into Sasha’s tooth and started a little hole. Soon she (d) He had an injection hes. text? To tell the
will have a cavity. Sasha hardly ever remembers to brush her teeth The best answer is

unless her mum reminds her! | think clean bathrooms are not good
2. What caused Nick to catch a cold?

(a) He forgot to put on his jumper.
(b) The germ rode on a sneeze, landed on Nick's fingers and slipped -
Friday into his mouth

(c) He fellin some cold water. ~ (d) He forgot to brush his teeth. F—

places. I like to live on dirty toilet seats and sticky kitchen bench tops.
They are the best places!

Today | tried to find a dirty place on Anna’s body but | couldn’t find
one anywhere. | can’t live on her healthy, clean body! 'll have to find The best answer is
someone else to live on!

3. Write the effect of each.

(a) The germ flew into Kelly's mouth and Eraare)

(b) The germ burrowed into Sasha’s tooth and

o The three skills to be tested are identified.

o The text is presented.

* Logo to indicate that this is a pupil page.

e The comprehension skill to be tested is identified and appropriate strategies and steps
revised.

e Multiple choice questions and others requiring more explanation are presented.

Curriculum links

Country Subject | Level Objective

o Draw together ideas and information from across a whole text.
England Literacy Year2 | e Give reasons why some things happen.
o Explain organisational features of texts.

e Participate in modelled and guided reading activities.
o Read with some independence for information.
Northern Language Year 3 e Use a range of comprehension skills to interpret texts.
Ireland and Literacy e Explore and begin to understand how texts are structured in a range of genres.
o Express opinions and give reasons based on what they have read.

o Begin to use evidence from text to support their views.

o Develop comprehension strategies; e.g. recalling details and events, assimilating facts and retelling
Republic of . stories.

Ireland English Ist Class o Predict future events and outcomes.
o Engage with a wide variety of text.

e Use fiction and nonfiction texts.
Scotland English B o Complete activities encouraging discussion, prediction, answering pertinent questions, use of
contextual clues and sequencing.

o Read literature covering a range of categories.
Wales English KS1 e Understand and respond to stories and poems; e.g. talk about characters/events/language, say what
might happen next in a story and retell stories.
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UnderstandinglwordsioH

We use words to communicate with other people. It is important that we understand
what words mean when we read them. We also need to know some ways to work out
what unfamiliar words mean.

Read the recount.

Best buddies

- Ryan is my best buddy. I call
him that because we do lots
of things together. We are
nearly inseparable. We sit
next to each other in class and
we play games together in the
playground. On the weekends
and after school, we hang out
together.

2 We have done lots of new
things together. When I
attended school on my very
first day, Ryan started too.
When I was promoted from
the baby pool to the big pool
at the swimming club, Ryan was too. When I went on my first school
excursion, Ryan went too. When I was introduced to a new teacher at
the beginning of each year, Ryan met him or her too. Having someone
to share scary, new experiences with made it easier to cope with
them.

3. Some people say that we are like two peas in a pod. We both like to
draw and play cricket. We both like the same television shows and
books. I have a pet labrador that chases balls and sticks—and so
does he. I don't like to eat broccoli and neither does Ryan, but we
both like to eat ice-cream and cheese.

4 Ryan is seven and so am I. Usudlly, it's great to share everything
with my best buddy, but Ryan's birthday is the same day as mine too,
so we share a birthday as well. That's when it's not so great that
your best buddy is also your twin brother! You only get to go to one
birthday party instead of two.
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Learning about the skill
Learn how to work out the meaning of new words.

e Find and underline the word in the text.

e Read the sentence the word is in. Think about the other words in the sentence
to find out what clues they give you.

* If you are still not sure, read the sentences before and after that one and the
whole paragraph if you need to.

 Always check all the possible answers before choosing one.

1. Read the question.
What does the word inseparable mean”
(a) house

(b) a parent

(c) happy

(d) unable to be parted

2. Find and underline the word inseparable in paragraph 1.

3. Choosing the best answer.

(a) The text is about two friends, not houses, so this is not a good
answer.

(b) If we put the words ‘a parent’ in the sentence instead of
‘inseparable’ the sentence would say ‘We are nearly a parent’. The
text tells about two friends, not their parents, so this is not a good
answer.

SAMPLE - NOT FOR SALE

(c) If we put the word ‘happy’ in the sentence instead of ‘inseparable’,
the sentence is okay but doesn’t sound quite right. This is probably
not the best answer.

(d) The sentence before tells about two children who do lots of
things together. They do not like to be parted. The sentence with
‘inseparable’ in it tells about this. This is the best answer.
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Teaching comprehension strategies v

Practice page g’

Use strategies like those on page 5 to work out word
meanings. (Clues are given to help you!)

1. Find and underline the word promoted in

paragraph 2. Does it mean:
(a) to getintrouble? (b) atree?
(c) visited? (d) moved up?

| think the best answer is

. Find and underline the word labrador in

paragraph 3. Does it mean:
(a) someone’s name (b) a breed of dog
(c) afish (d) exercising

| think the best answer is

. Explain what you think the phrase hang out
together in paragraph 1 means.

__ —

Think!

Read the sentence, trying
each of the answers in it
and think about which one
makes the most sense.

e

_ —

Think!

The sentence will give
you a clue about what the

labrador does.

‘

__ I—

Think!
The beginning of the
paragraph will give you a
very good clue.

. Explain what the words easier to cope with in
paragraph 2 mean.

———
__I—

Think!
The beginning of the

sentence will give you a
clue.
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Understandinglwords

On your own

Think about the strategies you have been practising and
work out the meaning of these words and phrases.

1. What does the word broccoli mean? (Paragraph 3)

(a) to buy (b) dance

(c) atoy (d) avegetable The best meaning is
2. What does the word excursion mean? (Paragraph 2)

(a) work (b) trip

(c) hungry (d) holiday The best meaning is
3. What does the word experiences mean? (Paragraph 2)

(a) clothes (b) things that happen to you

(c) finding out (d) animals The best meaning is
4. What does the group of words (phrase) introduced to mean?

(Paragraph 2)

(a) old (b) enter

(c) looking at (d) met The best meaning is

5. Explain what the phrase like two peas in a pod means. (Paragraph 3)

SAMPLE - NOT FOR SALE

6. (a) The title of this text is Best buddies.
Do you think it is a good title”? yes no

(b) Why do you think this?
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Pupilltests

The tests on pages 23 to 25 will show how well you can:

e Understand words e Find information e |dentify the main idea
(You will be working on your own!)

Read the description.

Granny Nell

.- Granny Nell is my favourite relative.

2 She looks just like any other little old grandmother.
Her hair is black with streaks of grey through it.
She has lots of wrinkles because she likes to laugh
a lot and enjoys life. She wears little spectacles
perched on the end of her nose like little canaries
on a branch in a cage. She is short and round and
seems to shrink each fime we see her.

3. Granny Nell is not as active as she used to be. Her
hands are gnarled with arthritis, so she can't knit for
a long time like she used to. Instead, she crotchets
a bit as this doesn't seem to hurt her hands so much.

4 One day when she was out walking, she fell and broke her hip. After
her hip healed, she was a little wary about moving around too much.
We decided to buy her a walker. She likes to say that she finally has
her own hot rod. We were thinking about putting a ‘Beware’ sign on
the walker or even an 'L’ plate. There is no stopping her now!

® Because she can't get around very much, she spends a lot of time
watching television. I think the noise makes her feel as though there
are lots of people around. It's really amusing to hear her argue with
the umpire at the footy match on the television!

¢ Granny Nell is never pushy. She doesn't say that her ideas are the
right ones and that your opinion doesn't count. She lets you make
your own decisions and then she helps if you need it. She listens
when I tell her things, no matter how silly they may be.

7T think that's the main reason why Granny Nell is my favourite
relative. She lets me just be mel

Teaching comprehension strategies w www.prim-ed.com ~ Prim-Ed Publishing®

SAMPLE - NOT FOR SALE



|°‘v-|°-|@m

Remember:

 Find and underline the word or phrase in the text.

» Read the sentence with the word or phrase in it and those around it.
e Say the answer word in the sentence to see if it makes sense.

» Check all possible answers before making a decision.

LL

—

Name: Date: <E

)

1. What does the word streaks mean? (Paragraph 2) Y

(a) to run fast (b) bands of colour O

(c) talk (d) a piece of meat The best meaning is L

2. What does the word spectacles mean? (Paragraph 2) 5

(a) glasses (b) trees =

(c) exercise (d) act silly The best meaning is -

3. What does the word gnarled mean? (Paragraph 3) LLI

(a) growl (b) funny 0

(c) twisted (d) atype of dress The best meaning is S

4. What does the word wary mean? (Paragraph 4) (</E)

(a) happy (b) win

(c) fight (d) worried The best meaning is

5. Explain why the writer said that Granny Nell's glasses were ‘like little

canaries on a branch in a cage’. (Paragraph 2)
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Remember:
e Look in the text to find information.

* Underline keywords in the question so that you know what information you are
looking for.

 Find and underline keywords in the fext. Carefully read information about them.

» Check all possible answers before making a decision.

Name: Date:

1. How do you know that Granny Nell is a happy person? (Paragraph 2)
(a) She has black hair with grey streaks in it.

(b) She frowns a lot.

(c) She tells jokes.

(d) She has lots of wrinkles from laughing.  The best answer is

2. What is the main reason that Granny Nell is the writer’s favourite
relative? (Paragraph 7)
(a) She gives him or her presents.

(b) She lets him or her just be himself/herself.

(c) She drives a hot rod.

(d) She is shorter than he or she is. The best answer is

3. Write three things Granny Nell does because she is not as active as she
used to be. (Paragraphs 3, 4 and 5)
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Identifyingjthelmainlideal

Remember:

* The main idea links all the other ideas together and tells what the text is mainly
about.

 The title gives a clue about the main idea of the text.
 Always check all possible answers before making a decision.

Name: Date:

1. Paragraph 2 tells mainly ...
(a) what Granny Nell looks like.
(b) what Granny Nell likes to do.
(c) that Granny Nell is popular with her grandchildren.
(d) that Granny Nell is a nasty person.

The best answer is

2. Which paragraph explains why Granny Nell is a good friend?
(a) Paragraph 1 (b) Paragraph 4 (c) Paragraph 3 (d) Paragraph 6

The best answer is

SAMPLE - NOT FOR SALE

3. The main idea of paragraph 4 is ...
(a) Granny has an ‘L’ plate on her walker.
(b) Granny has a sore leg.
(c) Granny now gets around using a walker.
(d) Granny can’t go anywhere.

The best answer is

4. The title tells you that the text is about Granny Nell, but it doesn'’t tell you
the main idea. Write a new title for the text which gives the main idea.
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