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Foreword

Teaching comprehension strategies is a series of seven books using modelling,
discussion and guided and independent practice to teach pupils strategies they
can use to develop different reading comprehension skills.

Titles in this series include:
o Teaching comprehension strategies—Book A
o Teaching comprehension strategies—Book B
 Teaching comprehension strategies—Book C
o Teaching comprehension strategies—Book D
o Teaching comprehension strategies—Book E
o Teaching comprehension strategies—Book F

o Teaching comprehension strategies—Book G

Each book in this series is also provided in digital format on the

OR SALE

accompanying CD.
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Pupil pages

Text 1 Learning about the skill Practice page

[causeYandleffectizh]

what you read you must be able to work out the cause and effect of things that happen.

[Causeland[etfect] Ceuss envd el

Learning about the skiit

Read the report Practice page
Use similar strategies o those on page 77 to practise working out cause
Easter Island
Learn how you can work out the cause and effect. and effect. (Clues are given to help you.)
Easter Island (Rapa nui) is an amost resless isiand located i the South Pacific Ocean about
of Chile. Around 1 area, tis one of fhe most isolated inhabited 1. What effect id the crop faiure have on the island society?

islands on earih. But it is most famous for s 600 enormous, god-ike statues that were consirucied + The cause eads o th efect and thy are connected. () The people lef the isand.

hundreds of years ago. Abou 15 of these have been restored to thei original standing positions. +Youwill b told one and you il need to work out th other (b)  The clans engaged in a violent war in which thousands of

Scianists boloo hat Egtr Sland was st phabied batwoen CE (Common E1a) 300 and 800 + Lok for keywords inthe question and underline them. people were killed Think!

lers were most lily a group of Polynesian seafarers. Al the time, the island would have + Find words inthe fext that 4t the key question word () The clans stole food from each other. Read Paragaph S careuly
beewa welcome sight, as it was once covered in giant pu\ms The new inhabitants began to use 1 works In the taact that ars oomnecled 10 The key castion wore. (d) Many people died from starvation,

the palms for building boats and houses. + Aiways check al possible ansviers before making a decison.

By 1550, the population on the island was around 8000. Evidence suggests that separate clans The best answer is

formed and were ving i diferent arcas on te sland. Al the cans seemed o be absessed wih a

i from the rack of one of the extinct 2. What was the effect of kidnapping about 1500 islanders and taking
olcanas found on'he Sanc Mostof e moal re botwesn fou and 5 mtree tall bt semo are 1. Why is Easter Island an almost reeless them o Poru

as tall as 12 metres and weigh up {0 80 fonnes! istand? 8

e revents oes fom aron What caused the failuro o the isanders
how the s ed and moved the moai. It is (a)  The climate prevents trees from growing crops?.
o e - oai there.
known tht hey g away until the moai (8) The erops were nfected and lost
2 thin ‘keel weigh almost 300 tonnes, are. (b)  The rees were infected and lost through bt
sl place Whuw a stalue was finished, it was broken off the keel and moved diseases brought from Per ‘g
palm trur inal decorations, the trunks were somehow used again (©) They viere all used to matke silues. (6) A volcano erupted and destroyed all the

as rollers to transport the moai across the \s\anc The moai were then placed on prepared stone « v - crops.

plafforms. In some cases. 2i were moved along 20-Kiomelre tracks, a journey which must (6)  The rees were felled for bulding ORI () o0 o0 i not grow because the 5. What effect did sceing the island covered with pams have on the

have taken a very long time. and homes and transporting the huge o ading. Polynesian seafarers?

moai around the island. -
sland cla s (@ The cops had o shade fom e un

conseqence of s was hat ey bad 1 culcon & g nunbor - the tre6s had all been felled. Think!

of palm trees. In fact, sadly, one day someone chopped down the "

vety st pam. The sland's S0 was erorg and tne sanders crops Ghoosing the best answer. what he sight meant 0 e

failed. It seems that a violent war then broke oLt between the clans. (a) There is nothing i the text to suggest i . arrs.

Thousands of people died and vilages were destroyed. The moai this. This is not a good answer. Ghoosing the bast answer

wers toppled and broken—by 1840, none was left standing. /4 o 1 o v st o (a) Itwas not the crops that were affected

b) It was nol the trees that were affected by B e e 5

Hnenthe oot yar e he emaring sacersuere e diseases from outsic d. Tni This s not & good anawer 4 Mo the war, why were the lianders o longer abe o buld

state. There was litle food and no materials for making b not a good answer. " N

They stl managed 1o el tneir Society and survie. I 1863, dlave () Although the trees were reqired to (6) Tho toxt says noifing about active (a)  There were no trees left from which to buid the boats.

u o islanders were kidnapped o he et Dy wera N0 volcanoes. It refers only to the rock from (b)  The people were too weak from lack of food! Thin
il of these people died. A year later, the used to make them. This is not the best :U:C'r;?s‘c‘gam Pt ‘fﬂ:f he (c) They no longer had the tools for carving What id they use to make boats?
land, but they now carried diseases like answer. @ 9 (d) Al he boatbuiders had been kiled in the war.

smallpox, causing even more deaths on Easter Isiand. Then Christian (©) The soil was eroding. This is a very

convert the isanders 1o (@) This explains exactly why th iland is God anewer, Eut o et 1 ek o e bestanemer s

Christianity, many of the islanders' sacred objects were estroyed. tresless. This s the best answer. answers.

Today, about 3000 people live on Easter Island. Most of these people (d) Itis possible that the crops would have 5. Name the three events that had a huge impact on the island’s

are Polynesians and Chileans. There are only a few people left who been adversely affected by the lack of ‘population.

are related to the original Easter Islanders. shad, bul this s nol the reason given in

the text. Thisis not the best answer. .

The tragic story of Easter Island is often described as a story fo our

times'. It is up 1o us what we lean from it .

e The skill is identified and defined. e The logo indicates that this is a teaching e The logo indicates that this is a

e The text is presented. page. teacher and pupil page.

Some multiple choice
questions and others requiring
explanations are presented with
prompts or clues to assist pupils

e Steps and strategies are outlined. J

* Multiple choice questions are presented
and metacognitive processes for choosing
the best answer are described.

On your own Text 2 Try it out

[CauseYand[effectiTl2]

Read the explanation

[Causeland]effect] [Causelandleftect]

Try it out

Use the strategies you leamt and practised in Easter Island to work out cause
and effect

On your own

Exercise is good for you

Think about the strategies you have been using and work out these answers. Exercise s good for you, but do you know why?
Exercise has a positive effect on the whole body.
including the mind. During exercise, chomicais
called endorphins are released which create a
feeling of happiness and welloeing. Thi in turn
improves self-esteem, confidence and ghves a
positive body image. Exercise also increases
energy levels and mproves sleeping patterns.
Exercise also produces a visible improvement
in the body. Because exercise burns calories
as fuel and develops muscies, the body shape

1. Why do you think the islanders resorted to violence after the faiure of the crops? The cause leads to the effect and they are connected.
You willbe told one and you will need to work out the other.
Lookfor keywwords i the question and underlne them.

Find words in the text that are connected to the key question words.
Always check ll possible ansiwers before making a decision.

2. By 1840, none of the moai was left standing. Why was this?

What effect does exercise have on the brain?

(2) They were biown over in the wind and more toned. Excess calories
o 100k peler ane Tore e e paor (@) Itmakes you so tired you feel confused.
(b)  During the war, clans toppled the moai ofrval clans. consumed il 1ot be soed a3 a  hey re o e Think
(¢)They had been destroyed by the Christian missionaries used as fuel for exercise. prevents y sleeping Read Paragraph 1 careuly
(©) It produces endorphins, which make you sleep better

(d) The were knocked down by the force of earth tremors. Kesping @ eaity, ssble weigh can aso

revent the development of som (d) It produces endorphins, which make you feel happy.
The best answer is pericuary ype I aveles whmh s bocoming

on in_ younger people. Weight. The best answer is

Being oxercaes sueh s rnhin and walking

3. 1 moai wero carvd rom rock, explainwhy 50 many paim rees were rquired. o
pian why 30 many p a 7o o rengien o bonesand prven one 2. What would be the ffectof choasing an excrcise program ofactvties you dd ot enjoy?
s recommerdea that veryone shaud do
is recommended iat everyone shGUG 40 8L 11 i you ave, e o sectve your
g i vt rosine 5 1 tantsq 20033 buing el
Ghoose enjoyadl scttles, therws Execise e to maintain the bocys flxiiy,
, il 1o mantan meivation Thee are s allwing the muscles and s 10 move eehy
. What effect did the arrival of the Chiistian missionaries have on the state of the moai prts o a velibaanced exerise plan: aerobc  Tis mproves prformance as e body moves 3. List some of the obvious effects of an exercise program.
" Shoai Golopment s oy ol ety Alotlo o e
Fanng pron o i sransand s hn i
Rerotic oreise dovoogps e neart and ool SR (O T
o paclty ‘g In 8 injury, these must only be done when the body
Vs onygen. T cadiovasculr sysem, e 1
s varmea up
hoart and biod vossls, o hicienty
e slave fo exposed distributing oxygen around the body. Activities  Just as an engine requires fuel to wor the
o many diseases. Explan wy tis would have had such  devaatng efectonthe and's Suchag swiring. unning,cycingand cancing body fecuiresfuel i ie o o Galonés, which
Population. can provide an excellent aerobic workout, but  we get from food. To maintain a healthy weight, 4. Name some activities that you do or could participate in to improve your health.
ey mustbo peiormed t vl it requres i 1 necessan (o consuma sufflent caiones
Yo eaind more raicy {o'allow tho Dody 10 exercse and. funcion
e el ioe provde Shectle and needs time off in the workshop (0 be
workols for pariculr musclo groups, SUCh [CCayec Our s alo malknciion a tmes,
B o oo e o o e s e 2
6. Why are there so few people related o the orginal slanders efton Easter stand? T oS, 85 ocours, i essentiltorestand recuperete ana 5 o sffoctof, befoe he body s warmed up?

maintained for longer periods before gelling
tred and they nelp to proect he bacy fom
strain and inury during exercise. Muscle

more it hon fat a purhing caloies o he

when exercise s resumed, itis done gradually,
ncreasing the efort as the body regains s

Exercise is good for you! Now you know why.

o The logo indicates that this is a
pupil page.

o At least one multiple choice
question and others requiring
explanation are presented for
pupils to complete.

Teaching comprehension strategies

The skill is identified.

The text is presented.

The logo indicates that this is a
pupil page.

Multiple choice questions and some
requiring explanation are included.
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Pupil test pages

Test text Tests 1-3

Eeetion
[Causelandletfect] oot
‘The tests on pages 94 to 97 will show how well you can work out: Date: use to help you to do this.
Cause and effect Fact or opinion Point of view and purpose jon.
You will be working on your own.
Read the narrative. N be checked.
R e
'gefrigl « The cause leads to th effect and they are connected. She couldn't wait o leave the stage.

first of her o 8. Tn for you. * Look for keywords in the question and underline them. She had enjoyed herself so much, she

‘Me too, sweetie', squealed Cerys as she leant forward to kiss the air on each side of Emma's head, « Find words in the text that are connected to the key question words. wanted to perform in more plays.

"Wel, tonight's the nig! the world see a future Oscar winner! Ghackcall possible answers befors making a dscision. el She felt happy and relieved.

atmosphere of great excit ith greetings from fellow thespians. theatre. (a) She was feeling il
sts were adding final touches to the actors' faces. Cerys enjoyed (c) They were going to the theare. (¢) The audience was laughing at her.

for her first cue that she felt a raw sensation in her throat. She began to feel very strange. She. (@) They were playing dress-ups. (@) She had an attack of stagefright.

In her mind, she saw a sea of faces laughing at her as she struggled to remember her lines and wers e

I can't do it. | can't go on!" she hissed to George, the prompter, who was standing beside her with 3. What effect did stagefright have on Cerys?

lember of the youth theatre and

lines.

At the interval, Emma embraced her friend. ‘O, Cerys, you
were magnificent! George told me what happened. Was it
nerves? Are you okay now?

Okay? You'r me if Im okay
Emma, | thought Id be able to see all the faces but it was all
biack aut there. | just focused on the centr
and | was fine! It was fantastic. | felt such a buzz. | cant wait
to get on again!

For the rest of the evening, Cerys was in a trance. Each
time she walked on stage, she felt as though she owned it
speaking her lines as naturally as f they were her own. As
the curtain fel after the final scene, Cerys knew she would be
auditioning for the nex! production, and the on

0. Preparing for bed that night, the sound of applause stil
finging in her ears, Cerys thought of how m o had
changed since joining the youth theatre, such ttime
ago. From her bedside locker she took out a well-thumbed
piece of paper Reading itagain, she though, Well it certainly
worked for me!

How did Cerys foel after the production finished?

ooooa
ooooa

bxt?

*+*ATTENTION***
A ™

How do you think the youth theatre had changed Cerys?

Diaet Hlopinon

°

What caused Cerys to change her mind about running away and ot performing?

o The three skills to be tested are identified. ¢ Logo to indicate that this is a pupil page.

o The text is presented. e The comprehension skill to be tested is identified and appropriate strategies and steps
revised.

e Multiple choice questions and others requiring more explanation are presented.

Curriculum links

Country | Subject | Level Objective

e Understand underlying themes, causes and points of view.
e Explore how word meanings change when used in different contexts.

Year 6

England Literacy
Years 6—7 | e Read between the lines and find evidence for their interpretation.

Language e Participate in modelled, shared, paired and guided reading experiences.
Northern d Year7 |e Read, explore and understand a wide range of texts.

Ireland _an extension | ® Justify their responses logically, by inference, deduction and/or reference to evidence within the text.
Literacy e Use a variety of reading skills for different reading purposes.

e Engage with an increasing range of text.

e Use comprehension skills to aid deduction, problem-solving and prediction.
English 6th Class | ® Develop study skills such as skimming, scanning and summarising.

e Support arguments and opinions with evidence from the text.

e Distinguish between fact and opinion.

Republic of
Ireland

SAMPLE - NOT FOR SALE

e Complete practical reading tasks.
D e Discuss characters, events, conflicts, inter-relationships, content, underlying main ideas and make predictions about them.
e Practise sequencing and predicting.

e Use fact and opinion.
English o Read, understand and select relevant information.
e Use highlighting, underlining and other textual markers in identifying relevant information.
E e Make use of previous knowledge and skills to predict content and structure and to locate main points.
e Evaluate, infer and make judgements.
¢ Know about the idea of target audience and writer’s purpose.
e Explore similarities and differences in texts.

Scotland

e Read with increasing understanding.

e Use inference, deduction and prediction to evaluate the texts they read and refer to relevant passages to support their

Wales English KS 2 opinions.

e Adopt appropriate strategies; e.g. posing pertinent questions, identifying the precise information that they wish to know
and distinguishing between fact and opinion.

Prim-Ed Publishing® ~  www.prim-ed.com
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Words are the building blocks we use to communicate with others. It is important that we understand what

they mean and that we know some ways to work out their meanings in different sentences.

Read the recount.

The Pyramids

My mum has always been captivated with the
Pyramids of Egypt. Whenever anything came
on the TV about it, she would look at Dad and
sigh, ‘I'm going there one day!’

Dad would always smile and say, ‘Sure, honey,
when we win Lotto!’

Well, that Saturday night finally arrived. Mum
always picked the same numbers every time
and, sure enough, she had six numbers! You
should have seen the carry on, anyone would
have thought she had just won Lotto! She smiled
and turned to Dad and said, ‘Guess where we'’re
going, honey? EGYPT! Finally, my dream can
come true!’

Dad was so happy for her, he gave her a huge
hug and kiss and cheered at the top of his
voice.

They danced around the room for ages. It was
really quite infectious; | ended up joining in and
jumping around like a total idiot! Thankfully, my
friends couldn’t see me.

Over the next few weeks, Mum and Dad madly
organised our trip to Egypt. Yeah, that's right,
| said ‘our trip’. | had to go with them. Can't
believe my bad luck really, who’d want to see
a bunch of stinky old mummies in broken-down
old pyramids? Not me, I'd rather go scuba
diving on the Great Barrier Reef!

The day finally arrived when we boarded our
flight to Egypt. How horrid having to spend the
night on a plane deprived of sleep. Mum knows
how much | like my sleep, but she didn’t seem
to be vexed that | would be missing out!

We touched down in Cairo and it was blazing
hot. The heat shimmered across the tarmac.
I’m surprised the soles of my shoes didn’'t melt!
Our personal tour guide, Baruti, greeted us in
the terminal. We would be spending the next
two weeks with him as he showed us around
the sights of Egypt. Mum was so excited, I'm
surprised she could stand up!

—

-

After recovering briefly from our flight, we
had something to eat and set out on our first
excursion. There was heaps Mum and Dad
wanted to see—it was going to be totally
exhausting and boring.

Because it was still early in the day and not
too hot, the Giza Pyramids were our first stop.
Awestruck is the only word to describe how |
felt. They are absolutely huge—I can't believe
the ancient Egyptians managed to build them!
The Sphinx of Giza and the Great Pyramid
would have to be the most amazing structures
I've ever seen. The Sphinx has a body of a lion
and a head of a king; Baruti said these were
used to symbolise strength and wisdom. Later
in the day we went to the Khan—a local bazaar.
| found it all a bit stifling really with the heat,
cooking smells and noise of the merchants.

We set out early the next day to stay at a place
called Hurghada. Mum and Dad were really
excited and just kept saying, ‘You are going
to absolutely love this place’. The following
morning, we awoke early to begin an adventure
| would never forget. Mum and Dad took me
down to the marina and we got on board a dive
boat. Yee-hah! Something | wanted to do; we
were going snorkelling! This area of the Red
Sea is renowned for its warm waters, rare fish
life and amazing sea gardens—a subaquatic
paradise. | had read about this area in books
and seen pictures on the Internet, but it was so
different to actually be seeing it with my own
eyes. We snorkelled for hours—it was truly
amazing and | didn’t want the day to end. We
had lunch on the boat and then after a short rest
returned to the water. This day would stay with
me forever. Totally awesome! Apparently Mum
and Dad had organised the day especially for
me because they knew how much | wanted to
go to the Great Barrier Reef—how cool!

At least we didn't spend the entire holiday
looking at odorous old mummies in broken-
down old pyramids!

10.

12,
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Learning about the skill

Learn how you can work out the meaning of words.

@B
g,

First find and underline the word in the text.

Read the sentence the word is in—this will be very helpful.

Think about the other words in the sentence to find out what clues they give you.
If you are still not sure, read the sentences before and after that one and the whole paragraph if you need

to.

Always check all the possible answers before choosing one.

Prim-Ed Publishing® ~ www.prim-ed.com

Find and underline the word structures in
paragraph 10.

Does it mean:

(a) the features of rocks and their
texture?

(b) the social organisation of the
Egyptian people?

(c) anatural phenomenon?

(d) something built or constructed?

Choosing the best answer

(a) The stone used to build the
structures would have texture and be
very attractive to look at, but in the
context of the sentence, this is not
the correct meaning for structures.

(b) The paragraph doesn’t mention the
Egyptian people and their social
organisation. So this answer seems
unlikely.

(c) The structures were actually built by
the Egyptian people, which means
they are not natural. So this answer
would not be the best choice.

(d) The Pyramid and Sphinx were
actually built by the ancient
Egyptians. So this would be the best
answer.

2. Find and underline the words deprived of
in paragraph 7.
Do they mean:

(a)
b

(b)
(c)
(d)

Choosing the best answer

(a)

enjoying lots of?

having no need for?
experiencing a lack of?
experiencing an increase of?

The next sentence mentions that

the writer likes his or her sleep and
would be missing out on it during the 1
flight. This is not the best answer. D_

Having no need for sleep is not 2
something the writer would think to
do. This is not the best answer.

This could be the best answer as the
writer would think it was terrible to
experience a lack of sleep. You must
check all answers.

This answer does not match what the
writer says about sleep in the rest of
the paragraph.

E-NOT FOR SALE
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Practice page g’

Use similar strategies to those on page 5 to practise the skill.
(Clues are given to help you!)

1. Find and underline the word vexed in paragraph 7.

Does it rkr;ean: g ) -
(a) to become agitated and upset” Think!
(b) to become hot? The whole sentence is a very
(c) worried? good clue.
(d) pleased? ——y
The best answer is
2. Find and underline the word stifling in paragraph 10.
Does it mean:
iting?
(a) exciting” .
(b) overwhelming? Think!
. . f) ,n -
(c) frlghternng. Read the remainder of the
(d) explosive? sentence to give you an idea.
‘
The best answer is
3. What is meant by the words carry on in paragraph 37 | -
Think!

The following sentences and two
paragraphs will help.

‘
4. Does the word renowned in paragraph 11 mean ...
(a) famous?
(b) unknown?
(c) regarded? Think!
. o The rest of the sentence and the
(d) enjoyed? one following it will give you a
clue.
The best answer is : w
5. Find and underline the word odorous in paragraph 12.
Write another word which could be used in its place. o
Think!

You need to think of a synonym. A
clue is in paragraph 6.

‘
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On your own

Think about the strategies you have been using and work out these answers.

1. What does the word captivated mean? (Paragraph 1)
(a) had a strong belief
(b) been captured
(c) been intensely interested
(d) had an admiration for

The best answer is

2. Does the word bazaar in paragraph 10 mean ...
(a) abarber’s shop?

(b) a sports arena?

(c) aschool?

(d) amarket?

The best answer is

3. Explain what is meant by this phrase from paragraph 8—heat shimmered across the tarmac.

4. What does the phrase a subaquatic paradise mean? (Paragraph 11)

5. What word could best replace apparently in paragraph 117
(a) occasionally

(b) evidently
(c) however
(d) thankfully

The best answer is

6. Find and underline the word merchants in paragraph 10. Write another word which could be used
in its place.

7. Explain what is meant by the phrase really quite infectious used in paragraph 5.

Prim-Ed Publishing® ~ www.prim-ed.com v Teaching comprehension strategies
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The tests on pages 23 to 25 will show how well you can:

Understand words

Find information

ldentify the main idea

You will be working on your own.

Read the report.

Mount Tambora

Mount Tambora can be found on Sumbawa Island
in Indonesia. It is most famous for being responsible
for the most powerful volcanic eruption in recorded
history. The VEI is a scale used to measure the
intensity of a volcano, determined by the volume of
ash erupted from the explosion. The rating begins at
zero which is non-explosive, through to eight which
is considered to be mega-colossal. The explosion
of Mount Tambora was rated seven on the VEI,
four times more powerful than the explosion which
destroyed Krakatoa (VEI = 6) in 1883.

The word ‘volcano’ originates from the island of
Vulcano in the Mediterranean Sea. Long ago, the
people in this area thought that Vulcano was the
chimney of the forge of Vulcan (the blacksmith of
the Roman gods). They believed that the hot lava
fragments and clouds of dust erupting from Vulcano
came from the forge as Vulcan created thunderbolts
for Jupiter (king of the gods) and weapons for Mars
(the god of war).

A volcano is a vent in the surface of the Earth.
Magma, gas and ash erupt through these vents
to cause explosions. There are six different types
of volcanoes: shield volcanoes, strato volcanoes,
rhyolite caldera complexes, monogenetic fields,
flood basalts and mid-ocean ridges. Mount Tambora
is a strato volcano; one of the most common types
of volcanoes and one which is capable of causing
the most number of casualties. It is dangerous
because the magma builds up inside and causes
bulges in the mountain which are then responsible
for landslides, avalanches and lahars (very hot, fast
moving mudflows). More often than not, the side of
the mountain (flank) will also break away from the
pressure that has built up inside.

In 1812, Mount Tambora woke after a long slumber.
For three years locals experienced small eruptions,
steam and gas explosions. The first major eruption
came on 5 April 1815. A column of gas, ash and rock
rose 25 kilometres into the sky, but worse was still to
come. The main explosion began on 10 April 1815
and continued for five days. Three distinct columns
of pyroclastic flow reached 40 kilometres into the
sky. Pyroclastic flows are earth-hugging clouds of
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hot ash, rocks and pumice which can kill in minutes.
The explosions were heard up to 2700 kilometres
away and 150 cubic kilometres of ash erupted and
fell as far as 1300 kilometres from Mount Tambora.
Roofs of houses 65 kilometres away collapsed from
the weight of the ash and all vegetation on nearby
islands was eradicated. The immense heat caused
a huge whirlwind which blew down almost every
house in the village. Trees were torn up by their roots
and hurled around like toy cars. The eruption also
caused a tsunami which recorded a wave height
of ten metres; which in turn destroyed a number of
islands close by. It is estimated that around 10 000
people died immediately as a direct result of the
eruption, while another 82 000 people died as a
result of starvation and disease caused by the effects
of the explosion.

The enormous volcanic cloud was responsible for
lowering global temperatures by about 3 °C. This
change in temperature caused farmers to lose
crops, which in turn created widespread famine
and starvation. The summer of 1816 was called
‘the year without summer’ as parts of Europe and
North America were denied their regular summer
temperatures. These cooler temperatures were said
to be caused by over 200 million tonnes of sulfur
dioxide in the atmosphere, preventing the rays of the
sun from reaching the Earth’s surface. Spectacular
sunsets with vivid streaks of green caused by
lingering ash in the stratosphere were observed for
many years afterwards.

On the 28 February 2006, scientists found what they
believe to be traces of the lost Indonesian civilisation
of Tambora, which had been completely devastated
by the eruption. Researchers from the University
of North Carolina, together with the Indonesian
Directorate of Volcanology, used ground-penetrating
radar to help locate and dig a gully where locals
had found ceramics and bones. The researchers
managed to unearth what was left of a thatched
house, pottery, bronze and the carbonised bones of
two people.
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e Find and underline the word or phrase in the text.

» Read that sentence and some of the ones around it to help you to work out the meaning.
e Say the word in the sentence to see if it sounds correct.

* Always check all possible answers before making a decision.

1. What does the word intensity mean? (Paragraph 1)
(a) the amount of noise made
(b) the measure of strength or greatness
(c) to experience strong feelings and emotions
(d) being crowded together

The best answer is

2. Explain the meaning of the phrase researchers managed to unearth. (Paragraph 6)

3. Does the word casualties in paragraph 3 4. Choose the best meaning for the word
mean: eradicated in paragraph 4.
(a) people who are accidentally killed or (a) made even
injured? (b) heated
(b) tobe careless? (c) became radioactive
(c) to beinformal? (d) destroyed

(d) something happening by chance?

The best answer is

The best answer is
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5. What word could best replace distinct in 6. Write another word or words which could be
paragraph 47? used instead of each of these. Paragraph
(a) similar numbers are given to help you locate the
(b) plain words.
(c) separate (a) mega-colossal (1)
(d) display

(b) hurled (4)

The best answer is

(c) lingering (5)

(d) were denied (5)
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Test 2

Name: Date:

e Underline keywords in the question to make sure that you know what information you need.
¢ Find the keywords in the text and read the information around them carefully.
¢ Always check all possible answers before making a decision.

1.  What impact did the volcanic cloud have on the summer of 18167

(a) It reduced global temperatures by 3 °C, which caused crops to fail and created widespread
famine.

(b) Canada and Australia missed out on their summer temperatures.
(c) Farmers took a holiday, which caused widespread famine.
(d) It killed off the last remaining dinosaurs.

The best answer is

2. Explain the VEI scale and its rating system.

3. Which type of volcano is capable of causing the most casualties?
(a) shield
(b) monogenetic field
(c) mid-ocean ridge
(d) strato

The best answer is

4. Mount Tambora is famous for ...
(a) being anisland in Indonesia.
(b) being a strato volcano.
(c) causing a tsunami.
(d) being responsible for the most powerful volcanic eruption in recorded history.

The best answer is

5. Explain the importance of the find which occurred on 28 February 2006.
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Identifyinglthelmainlideal

Name:

* The main idea links all the other ideas together and tells what the text is mainly about.
» The title is an excellent clue to the main idea of the text.
e Always check all possible answers before making a decision.

1. What is the main idea of the third paragraph?
(a) Outlining the different types of volcanoes.
(b) Explaining what happens during a volcanic eruption.
(¢) Where the name ‘volcano’ originated.
(d) The explanation of what a volcano is and the different types of volcanoes.

The best answer is

2. What is the main idea of the fourth paragraph?
(a) Outlining the events of the Mount Tambora explosion and the devastating impact.
(b) To explain what pyroclastic flows are.
(c) To discuss the impact of a large volcano on the surrounding areas.
(d) To show how destructive volcanoes can be.

The best answer is

3. Explain the main idea of paragraph 1.

4. Use the text and your ideas to answer these.

(a) What is the title of the text?
(b) A good title often tells the main idea.

Do you think this is a good title? D yes D no
(c) Explain why you think this.

(d) Suggest another title which would be suitable.

5. State the main idea of paragraph 6.
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