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Teaching comprehension strategies is a series of seven books using modelling, 
discussion and guided and independent practice to teach pupils strategies they 
can use to develop different reading comprehension skills.

Titles in this series include:

	 •	 Teaching comprehension strategies—Book A

	 •	 Teaching comprehension strategies—Book B

	 •	 Teaching comprehension strategies—Book C

	 •	 Teaching comprehension strategies—Book D

	 •	 Teaching comprehension strategies—Book E

	 •	 Teaching comprehension strategies—Book F

	 •	 Teaching comprehension strategies—Book G

Each book in this series is also provided in digital format on the 
accompanying CD.
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Pupil pages

•	 The	skill	is	identified	and	defined.

•	 The	text	is	presented.

•	 The	logo	indicates	that	this	is	a	teaching	
page.

•	 Steps	and	strategies	are	outlined.

•	 Multiple	choice	questions	are	presented	
and metacognitive processes for choosing 
the best answer are described.

•	 The	logo	indicates	that	this	is	a	
teacher and pupil page.

•	 Some	multiple	choice	
questions and others requiring 
explanations are presented with 
prompts or clues to assist pupils.

•	 The	logo	indicates	that	this	is	a	
pupil page.

•	 At	least	one	multiple	choice	
question and others requiring 
explanation are presented for 
pupils to complete.

•	 The	skill	is	identified.

•	 The	text	is	presented.

•	 The	logo	indicates	that	this	is	a	
pupil page.

•	 Multiple	choice	questions	and	some	
requiring explanation are included.

Text 1 Learning about the skill Practice page

On your own Text 2 Try it out
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Pupil test pages

•	 The	three	skills	to	be	tested	are	identified.

•	 The	text	is	presented.

•	 Logo	to	indicate	that	this	is	a	pupil	page.

•	 The	comprehension	skill	to	be	tested	is	identified	and	appropriate	strategies	and	steps	
revised.

•	 Multiple	choice	questions	and	others	requiring	more	explanation	are	presented.

Curriculum links

Test text Tests 1–3

Country Subject Level Objective

England Literacy Year 5
•	 Use	evidence	from	across	a	text	to	explain	events	or	ideas.
•	 Infer	writers’	perspectives	from	what	is	written	and	from	what	is	implied.

Northern
Ireland

Language
and Literacy

Year 6

•	 Participate	in	modelled,	shared,	paired	and	guided	reading	experiences.
•	 Read,	explore	and	understand	a	wide	range	of	texts.
•	 Justify	their	responses	logically,	by	inference,	deduction	and/or	reference	to	evidence	within	the	text.
•	 Use	a	variety	of	reading	skills	for	different	reading	purposes.

Republic	of
Ireland

English 4th Class

•	 Become	an	increasingly	independent	reader.
•	 Experience	different	types	of	text.
•	 Continue	to	develop	a	range	of	comprehension	strategies.
•	 Extend	and	develop	his/her	response	to	increasingly	challenging	reading	material.

Scotland English

C

•	 Scan	for	specific	information.
•	 Identify	the	sequence	of	information	in	short	texts.
•	 Use	previous	reading	experience	to	make	predictions,	to	identify	main	ideas	and	supporting	ideas	

and skim and scan.
•	 Make	inferences	and	decide	on	conclusions,	supported	by	evidence.

D

•	 Complete	practical	reading	tasks.
•	 Discuss	characters,	events,	conflicts,	inter-relationships,	content,	underlying	main	ideas	and	make	

predictions about them.
•	 Practise	sequencing	and	predicting.
•	 Use	fact	and	opinion.

Wales English KS	2

•	 Read	with	increasing	understanding.
•	 Use	inference,	deduction	and	prediction	to	evaluate	the	texts	they	read	and	refer	to	relevant	passages	

to support their opinions.
•	 Adopt	appropriate	strategies;	e.g.	posing	pertinent	questions,	identifying	the	precise	information	that	

they wish to know and distinguishing between fact and opinion.
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Understanding words – 1

Words are the building blocks we use to communicate with others. It is important that we understand what 
they mean and that we know some ways to work out their meanings in different sentences.

Read the recount.

The case of the Cottingley fairies

In July 1917, in the village of Cottingley, 
England, 10-year-old Frances Griffiths 
slipped and fell into a stream in her back 
garden, soaking her dress. When her 
mother scolded her for being careless, 
Frances said that she and her cousin, 
16-year-old Elsie Wright, had become 
distracted while playing with fairies. 
Frances’s mother sent her straight to 
her bedroom for giving such a ludicrous 
excuse. Frances was so upset that Elsie 
suggested they take a photograph of the 
fairies to prove her story. The girls soon 
persuaded Elsie’s father, Arthur Wright, to 
lend them his camera and they disappeared 
off into the garden to take a photograph.

Later, Arthur developed the photograph in his darkroom and saw a picture of Frances with 
a group of tiny winged creatures dancing around her. Elsie claimed these were fairies, but 
her father took little notice. A few months later, the girls borrowed the camera again and this 
time took a photograph of Elsie with a dancing gnome-like creature. The girls both gave 
their word that the photographs were real, but Arthur was angry and refused to let them use 
the camera again.

A few years later, Elsie’s mother brought the photographs to the attention of a photographic 
expert, Edward Gardner. He announced that they were genuine. He was certain they had 
not been tampered with in any way to create the fairy images. In August 1920, he took 
his own camera to Cottingley and asked the girls to take more photographs. They soon 
produced three more images containing fairies. Gardner showed these to a number of 
people, including the author of the Sherlock Holmes mysteries, Arthur Conan Doyle. Doyle, 
a firm believer in supernatural beings, was convinced the photographs were real. He wrote 
two magazine articles about his belief in the fairies and the photographs soon became 
famous. There were many sceptics, but also a wealth of believers. The photographs became 
the topic of numerous heated debates.

For more than 60 years, Frances and Elsie were interviewed about the photographs, but 
they gave evasive answers to any direct questions. However, in the early 1980s, they finally 
confessed to their hoax. The fairies were paper cut-outs which Elsie had traced from a 
children’s book. The girls had then used hatpins to hold each cut-out in position. However, 
Frances insisted up until her death in 1983 that she really had played with fairies in her 
back garden and that one of the photographs was valid.

1.

2.

3.

4.
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Learn how you can work out the meaning of words.

•	 Find	and	underline	the	word	in	the	text.
•	 Read	the	sentence	containing	the	word—this	will	be	very	helpful.
•	 Think	about	the	other	words	in	the	sentence	to	find	out	what	clues	they	give	you.
•	 If	you	are	still	not	sure,	read	the	sentences	before	and	after	that	one	and	the	whole	paragraph	if	you	

need	to.
•	 Always	check	all	the	possible	answers	before	choosing	one.

 1. The word is scolded. (Paragraph 1)
  Does it mean:
  (a) hugged?
  (b) rewarded?
  (c) cried with? 
  (d) told off?

  Choosing the best answer
  (a)  The text talks about Frances 

being careless enough to fall into 
a stream and soak her clothes. 
It doesn’t seem likely Frances’s 
mother would want to hug her 
because of this. This answer 
doesn’t seem likely.

  (b) Frances’s mother would not 
reward Frances if she was 
careless. This is not a good 
answer.

  (c)  It is possible Frances’s mother 
might cry if Frances had fallen into 
a stream, but the text doesn’t say 
Frances was hurt or upset. It only 
says she soaked her dress. This 
answer is probably incorrect.

  (d)  Frances’s mother would probably 
tell off her child if she had been 
careless enough to soak her 
dress. This seems like the best 
answer. 

 2. The word is evasive. (Paragraph 4)
  Does it mean:
  (a) loud?
  (b) nice?
  (c) indirect?
  (d) honest?

  Choosing the best answer
  (a) It doesn’t make sense that 

Frances and Elsie would raise 
their voices to answer a direct 
question about their photographs, 
so this is not a good answer.

  (b)  Frances and Elsie might answer 
direct questions nicely, but this 
word seems too vague. So it is 
probably not the answer.

  (c)  The text says that Frances and 
Elsie had faked the photographs. 
This would mean they would 
find it awkward to answer direct 
questions. It would therefore make 
sense for them to give indirect 
responses. This is a good answer, 
but check all answers.

  (d) Frances and Elsie would not want 
to answer direct questions about 
their photographs honestly, given 
that the text says they had faked 
them, so this cannot be the best 
answer.

Understanding words

Learning about the skill
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Use similar strategies to those on page 5 to practise working out 
word meanings.  
(Clues are given to help you)

 1. The phrase is tampered with. (Paragraph 3)
  Does it mean:
  (a)  squeezed?
  (b)  deliberately changed?
  (c) ignored?
  (d) moved around?

  The best answer is .

 2. The word is hoax. (Paragraph 4)
  Does it mean:
  (a) trick?
  (b) book?
  (c) toy?
  (d) something difficult?

  The best answer is .

 3. (a) What does gave their word in Paragraph 2 mean?

  

  

  (b) Give an example of a time when you have given your 
word.

  

  

  

  

 4. Is the meaning of the word insisted in Paragraph 4 ...
  (a) lied?
  (b) whispered?
  (c) repeated firmly?
  (d) said loudly?

  The best answer is .

Think!
The last few words of the 
sentence will give you a clue.

Think!
Read the last three sentences of 
the text carefully. 

Think!
The rest of the sentence following 
the phrase will help you.

Understanding words

Practice page

Think!
The rest of the sentence will give 
you a clue.
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Think about the strategies you have been using and work out these answers on your own.

Understanding words

On your own

 1. The word is sceptics. (Paragraph 3)
  Does it mean:
  (a)  people who doubted?
  (b)  accidents?
  (c) fairies?
  (d) authors?

  The best answer is .

 2. The word is ludicrous. (Paragraph 1)
  Does it mean:
  (a) politely explained?
  (b) bad?
  (c) uncomfortable?
  (d) ridiculous?

  The best answer is .

 3. Write three other phrases or words that mean the same as a wealth of. (Paragraph 3)

  

  

  

 4. (a)  The word valid is found in the last sentence of paragraph 4. Write two other words 
from the text that have the same meaning.

    

  (b) Write a sentence containing the word valid about something that has happened to 
you.

   

   

 5. What does the word distracted in 
paragraph 1 mean?

  (a) distressed
  (b) sidetracked
  (c) thirsty
  (d) tired

  The best answer is .

 6. The words heated debates in paragraph 
3 mean ...

  (a) hot speeches.
  (b) boring discussions.
  (c) intense discussions.
  (d) long reports.

  The best answer is .
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Pupil tests
The tests on pages 23 to 25 will show how well you can:

 Understand words Find information Identify the main idea

Read the biography.

Champion of the chimpanzees

Dr Jane Goodall is a scientist best known for her studies of chimpanzees. Among other things, 
her research has shown that chimpanzees hunt for meat and use tools—facts that were not 
previously known. Thanks to Jane, scientists’ knowledge about the family life of chimpanzees 
is better and they understand that each chimpanzee has a distinct personality.

Jane was born in England in 1934. She was passionate about animals from a very early age. 
On her second birthday, she was given a toy chimpanzee named Jubilee, which she loved. 
She also enjoyed reading books about animals. Jane’s dream was to travel to Africa to live 
and work among the animals. But in the 1940s, this seemed to be something quite impossible 
for a girl to do. However, Jane was encouraged by her mother, who told her that if she really 
yearned for something enough and worked towards it, anything was possible.

After she left school, Jane trained and worked as a secretary. Then, one day, a friend who 
had moved to Kenya invited her to visit. Jane worked hard to raise enough money for her fare 
and in 1956, she finally made it to Africa. Not long after, she met Dr Louis Leakey, a famous 
scientist. He hired Jane as his assistant to help with his study of fossils. After several months, 
he asked Jane to begin a study of wild chimpanzees in Gombe Stream National Park in 
Tanzania. Jane jumped at the chance and in 1960 she arrived in Tanzania. 

At first, Jane found it difficult to conduct her research because the chimpanzees were skittish 
and would not allow her near them; but they soon became used to her. In her first years at 
Gombe, working alone, Jane made many discoveries about chimpanzees. One of the most 
important was her observation that chimpanzees use tools—they were stripping leaves from 
twigs and then poking the twigs into termite nests to fish out the termites to eat. Before this 
discovery, scientists thought that humans were the only animals to use tools.

In 1965, Jane went back to England and studied at Cambridge University, where she 
eventually graduated as a doctor of science. Soon after, she returned to Tanzania to continue 
her research. In 1977, she established the Jane Goodall Institute. The overall mission of the 
institute is to ‘advance the power of individuals to take informed and compassionate action 
to improve the environment of all living things’. 
One of its key aims is to protect chimpanzees 
and their environments.

Today, Jane travels around the world to talk 
about her work and inspire young people to 
make a difference to their lives and to the 
Earth. In 2003, she was named a Dame of the 
British Empire, one of the many honours she 
has been awarded during her amazing life.

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

S
A

M
P

LE
 - 

N
O

T 
FO

R
 S

A
LE



Prim-Ed Publishing® ~ www.prim-ed.com 23 Teaching comprehension strategies

Name:  Date: 

	 •	 Find	and	underline	the	word	or	phrase	in	the	text.
	 •	 Read	that	sentence	and	those	around	it	to	help	you	to	work	out	the	meaning.
	 •	 Say	the	answer	in	the	sentence	to	see	if	it	sounds	correct.
	 •	 Check	all	possible	answers	before	making	a	decision.

 1. What does the word yearned mean? (Paragraph 2)
  (a)  had a strong desire
  (b) moving about
  (c) needed to see
  (d) disliked

  The best answer is .

 2. Explain what you think the phrase the chimpanzees were skittish, paragraph 4, means.

  

  

  

 3. The word honours, paragraph 6, means:
  (a) tests
  (b) difficult tasks
  (c)  special awards or privileges
  (d) employers

  The best answer is .

 4. The best meaning of the phrase distinct personality, paragraph 1, is:
  (a) tool-making skill
  (b) separate individual qualities
  (c) family ties
  (d) scared facial expression

  The best answer is .

 5. Write another phrase you know that means the same as jumped at the chance. 
(Paragraph 3)

  

  

Understanding words

Test 1
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Name:  Date: 

	 •	 Underline	keywords	in	the	question	to	make	sure	you	know	what	information	you	need.

	 •	 Find	the	keywords	in	the	text	and	read	the	information	around	them	carefully.

	 •	 Check	all	answers	before	making	a	decision.

 1. Where did Jane’s study of chimpanzees take place?
  (a)  London
  (b)  Tanzania
  (c) all over Africa
  (d) Kenya

  The best answer is .

 2. One of the key aims of the Jane Goodall Institute is:
  (a) to move chimpanzees out of Africa.
  (b) to honour Jane Goodall’s work.
  (c) to protect chimpanzees and their environments.
  (d) to study at Cambridge University.

  The best answer is .

 3. Explain what Jane Goodall does today.

  

  

 4. List two facts that prove Jane was passionate about chimpanzees at an early age.

	 •	

	 •	

 5. Write one thing scientists have learned from Jane’s research. 

  

  

Finding information
Test 2
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Name:  Date: 

	 •	 The	main	idea	links	all	the	other	ideas	together	and	tells	what	the	text	is	mainly	about.

	 •	 The	title	gives	a	clue	about	the	main	idea	of	the	text.

	 •	 Always	check	all	answers	before	making	a	decision.

 1. What is the main idea of paragraph 2?
  (a) Jane was passionate about animals as a child.
  (b) Jane loved her toy chimp Jubilee.
  (c) In the 1940s, it was difficult for girls to travel to Africa.
  (d) Jane’s mother was nice.

  The best answer is .

 2. Write the main idea of each of these paragraphs.

  Paragraph 3: 

  

  Paragraph 4: 

  

  Paragraph 5: 

  

 3. Which of these alternative titles for this text most clearly describes the overall main idea?
  (a) The life of chimpanzees
  (b) Chimpanzees are clever!
  (c) Work towards your dreams
  (d) The amazing life of Dr Jane Goodall

  The best answer is .

 4. Which paragraph best answers the question ‘What is Jane Goodall best known for?’

  Paragraph .

Identifying the main idea
Test 3
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