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Foreword

Teaching comprehension strategies is a series of seven books using modelling,
discussion and guided and independent practice to teach pupils strategies they
can use to develop different reading comprehension skills.

Titles in this series include:

o Teaching comprehension strategies—Book A
o Teaching comprehension strategies—Book B
 Teaching comprehension strategies—Book C
o Teaching comprehension strategies—Book D
o Teaching comprehension strategies—Book E
o Teaching comprehension strategies—Book F
o Teaching comprehension strategies—Book G

Each book in this series is also provided in digital format on the

accompanying CD.
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Pupil pages

Text 1 Practice page

[UnderstandingjwordsEH]

Words are the building blocks we use to communicate with others. It is important we understand
what they mean and that we know some ways to work out their meanings in different sentences.

Learning about the skill

Understandingjwords) Understandingjwords)

Learning about the skifl

Practice page

Use similar strategies to those on page 5 to practise working
out word meanings. (Clues are given to help you.)

Read the report.

Leam how you can work out the meaning of words.

Waterskiing
) + Find and underline the word or phrase in the text 1. Find and underlins the word role in paragraph 1
" Waterskiing is a wonderful sport that « Read the sentence containing the word—this will be very helpful.
families can do together. It is amazing Does it mean:
+ Think about the other words in the sentence to find out what clues they give you. —

=

o see children, often as young as five, something you can eat?
skiing alongside their parents and even « Ifyou are still ot sure, read the sentences before and after that one and the whole paragraph ) turning over and over?
their grandparents. The family members. if you need to ) watching?
whodon'twanttowaterski can participate « Always check all the possible answers before choosing one. ) work?

by driving the boat or by acting as an —
observer. It is a safety requirement that D
every boat carry an extra person whose The best answer is

role itis to watch the skier and to tell the

hink!
Rea the sentence, trying each o
e answers n it nd hink about
whichone makes he most sense

G

33T

1. Find and underline the word 2. Find and underline the word staiom

diver if he or she has fallen into the water, or wants to go back to shore. Many participate in paragraph 1. atthe end of paragraph 4.
families take a picnic lunch to share on the beach and often enjoy playing a casual Does it mean: Does it mean: 2. Find and underline the word initially in paragraph 3.
game of beach cricket with other families. (a) breakinto parts? (a) aforeign language? Does it mean. -

b) worry? b) sloping? ’
Some people may believe that waterskiing is only a summer sport, but it is not EC; o Eci Z‘gzagggm@ (@) somelefters? o ssmencewit g P
uncommon to observe people sliding smoothly across the still surface of the water d Y ) staight? (b) at the beginning’ clue il the next two.
on bitterly cold winter days. They are usually attired in dark wetsuits covered by (@) join i (d) straig (©) later? senences.
brightly coloured safety vests and they seem totally oblivious to the bone-chiling Choosing the best answer. Choosing the best answer. (d) before? —~
cold that seems to be affecting the rest of the papulation. Problems caused by other (a) The text talks about people who (a) There i nothing in the text
boats stirring up the water and creating waves are reduced in winter as there are don't want to ski doing this. about a foreign language, The best answer is D
fewer boats on the water. There aren't as many people sking so it is easier for the They would be unlikely to break 5o this answer doesn't make
drivers because they don't need to dodge other boats and skiers. into parts. So it is not & good conse

answer. (b) Water doesntt slope, so this 3. What does the word observer mean?

. Learning to ski is not difficult, but initially you do spend quite a lot of time in the water.
Beginners start on two skis and they lie back in the water with their skis pointed
towards the boat. They hold on to the handes, and, when the rope is straight, the
boat takes off and the skier is pulled through the water. It is important to try to keep
your arms straight, not to pull on the rope and just let the boat pull you. Your legs
should stay bent until you gain sufficient confidence to become more upright

(b) The people could be worrying answer probably is incorrect (@ anobject —
but worrying by driving the The text talks about learning to
boat doesn't make sense. This mal
answer seems unlikely.

(c) The text doesn't talk about
having a race so it doesn't
seem likely that the word
means win. So, this is not a
likely answer.

s

et learning (b) the driver
© sharp turns, which is like (c) someone who watches
azigzag, so this seems 1o be a
oo amwer (d) someone who skis
Skiers do need to ski straight
at times, but this part is talking
about turns, so this answer is
not a good one.

Read thesentenceth
in (paragraph 1) and

2z

The best answer ws‘ ‘

. Once skiers are confident on two skis they graduate to using one ski. This can be
quite a challenge for some people, but it allows you to ski faster and to leam to turn

sharply and eventually tackle a slalom course i
ply y (6) The ot alke about the people 4 rsnxe;;/:lsn?wnar you think the phrase graduate to using —
5. Waterskiing can be quite expensive because of the high cost of the equipment and nat sking doing things “KZ it o egonin f o T
the fuel needed, but it is a wonderful experience and anyone with the opportunity to flving and ol tf“""’h‘””%h“” al
try it would be well advised to do so. is joining in with the others, so Sond .
this seems the best answer. —

Teachingcomprshrsion st

sion satgie pomog o prin-&0 Pubsing’

o The skill is identified and defined. The logo indicates that this is a teacher

and pupil page.

e The logo indicates that this is a teaching
page.

e Steps and strategies are outlined. o

o The text is presented.
Some multiple choice questions and others
requiring explanations are presented with

e Multiple choice questions are presented , ,
prompts or clues to assist pupils.

and metacognitive processes for choosing
the best answer are described.

Text 2
[UnderstandingjwordsEy2]

Read the recount.

On your own Try it out

Understandingjwords) Understandingjwords)

Puish

On your own Try it out
Trapped
Think about the strategies you have been using and work out these answers. PP E,sz(gztst::(:wg;i\f\;uo‘re:c:;:::ld «ﬁfﬁfiﬁ ;:}”::Z::g"g °
I Last school holidays, my Aunty Shirley and
1. What does the word is attired mean? (Paragraph 2) Uncle Ron invited me to stay wilh them at their + Find and underlin the word or phrase in the recount ‘
orchard. They needed help for two weeks §
(a) dressed while my cousin was away. | was very excited « Read the words around it and think
(b) provided with because they have quite a big orchard, cows, . o
(c) very tired chickens, a tractor and a horse they are looking 1. Is the meaning of the word, petrified, in paragraph 5:
(d) along after while it has a break from racing. | have (a) thinking about a pet?
0 always lived in the city and working with animals, (b) feeling hot? Thi
The best meaning is picking fruit and driving a tractor appealed to (c) wanting to climb a tree? Howwas the wir el
me enormously. (d) scared?
2. Read these explanations about the meaning of the phrase oblivious to the bone-
chilling cold (paragraph 2) and decide which one s the best, 2. My first job was to collect the eggs. Some of the hens were reluctant to leave their The best anser s
@) Itwas obviously very cold eggs and my uncle had to show me how to persuade them to move. At first | was
very hesitant, especially when the hens were facing me, but | soon became a very 2. Explain what a proficient egg collector means. (Paragraph 2)
(b) They thought it was really cold proficient egg collector
(¢) They didn't seem to notice that it was so cold 5. During the afternoon | had my first driving lesson and then | drove Uncle Ron down
(d) Itwas so cold that their bones were cold to the orchard and helped to pick some fruit. It was an awesome experience, driving
The best explanation of the meaning of the phrase is ] down the hill and over the small bridge that crossed their creek. | was amazed when
Uncle Ron asked me to drive back to the shed by myself to get some more packing
3. What does the word reduced mean? (Paragraph 2) boxes. But | did it 3. Does the phrase, appealed to me, in paragraph 1 mean:
() lengthened Tomorrow morning, Aunty Shirley is going to teach me how to milk a cow. They (a) might be a good idea?
() made smaller in size only milk wo Gows and they use the ik to drink and they make their own butter. It (6) was something | wanted to do?
sounds quite complicated but 'm sure | will be able to do it with sufficient practice
() eaier At about five o'clock, Uncle Ron asked me to collect the large container he puts the (0) seemed difioult?
\ 3
(@ less O horse feed in. | marched into the empty stable, picked up the tin and turned around (d) would be hard work?
The best meaning is to leave. It suddenly seemed very dark in there. The reason very quickly became The best answer is|__|
apparent. There, standing in the doorway, was the largest horse | had ever seen
4. Explain what is meant by this phrase from the last sentence in paragraph 5, would There was no way | could get out. The horse just stood there, not coming in and 4. Choose the best explanation of the meaning of the phrase, became apparent, in
be well advised to. not going away. | was pefrified. | remember hearing somewhere that horses kick. paragraph 5.
Alll could see were long, long legs and a huge head with enormous eyes that kept (2) seemed easy
staring at me. (b) was a parent
6. Itried saying ‘go away' and ‘go home’ but it just stood there. Uncle Ron had gone up () you could see through it
to the shed to organise the food, so there was no use yelling—he was too far away. | (d) was obvious
was trapped. My confidence evaporated and | felt a large tear trickle down my face. The best
N I had to do something, so | dropped the food container and edged my way towards e best answer is
5. Explain what is meant by a casual game of beach cricket. (Paragraph 1) the door, managing to squeeze past the horse. Then | ran all the way to the shed 5. Explain what having a break from racing means. (Paragraph 1)
Uncle Ron listened to the story | blurted out as | tried to recover my breath. He was
very patient but | think his lips were twitching as he explained how | could have got
the horse to back up. That is one job | won't be volunteering to do again, not for
some time.

SAMPLE - NOR FOR SALE

e The logo indicates that this is a pupil page. o The skill is identified. e The logo indicates that this is a pupil page.

e Multiple choice questions and some
requiring explanation are included.

o At least one multiple choice question and e The text is presented.
others requiring explanation are presented

for pupils to complete.
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Pupil test pages

Test text Tests 1-3

Opeg
Identifyingjthe]mainjideal #
1
Test3 [
[Bupilftests] . . O oate
[Einding]information!
The tests on pages 23 to 25 will show how well you can Test 2 , o tells wihat the text is mainly about,
Understand words Find information Identify the main idea f he text.
You will be working on your own.
R Date: ision.
Read the recount. [Understandingjwords])
Test 1 you know what information you need
| Lost diamond ation around them carefully d
1. One day, Mum and Dad were carting water from the windmill to the water tanks next Name: Date: " ”
to our house. It is about one kilometre across sand tracks and they had to make
about ten trips. They carted the water in a smaller tank that Dad put on the back * Find and underline the word or phrase in the text ted when it rained during the winter?
of our really old rusty truck. Mum drove the truck and Dad used a small motor and * Read that sentence and some of the ones around it to help you to work out the.
transferred the water in and out of the tanks. It had been along, hot summer and we meaning.
had consumed all the rainwater we had collected during winter. * Say the answer in the sentence to see if it sounds correct.

« Always check all possible answers before making a decision.

They had just finished their last run and Dad was removing the tank from the truck
when Mumlet outa terrible scream. We all raced over and saw that she was standing,
staring at her hand, unable to move. Her face was white with shock and she couldn't
speak (@) used?

Does the word, consumed, in paragraph 1 mean.

»
3. “Julia what's wiong, what's wrong? Dad asked as her put his arms around her. (b) contacted

| () borrowed?
4. Mum just pointed to the ring on her finger. It was the engagement ring Dad had given @ spit?

her many years ago, before they had left Ireland. It was her pride and joy. There

was now a black hole where the diamond should have been. Mum just sobbed and The best answer wsD

idea is? yes/ino

sobbed. 2. Does the word, transferred, in paragraph 1 mean...
5. “We'll just have o locate it, said Dad. ‘Come on kids." And he marched off to the (@) change?
shed where he made us all frames out of flywire and told us to start sifting the sand (b) transport? 57 yesino
We all worked frantically for a couple of hours, looking very carefully for something (©) pumped?
glinting in the mesh. But the sun was going down and Dad said we would have to (@) pour?

by Mum was upset. Find it and lst the

09 & esums n the moring e est answeris ||

Read the explanations of the phrase, dislodged by the bumps, in the last
‘paragraph and decide which one is best.
(a) shaken by the movement

Murn said she'd put the truck in the shed and she walked away so sadly. Four or five
minutes later she came racing back with a smile from ear to ear. She'd found it! We
couldn't believe it but she took s back to the shed to show us,

w©

7. We gatr dheras had happened. She had been driving (b) stimed up
the old truck with its rusted-out floor when she noticed a reflection on a bit of metal (c) bumped around
jutting out across a huge hole. She was curious and leant over to see what it was. To (d) removed by the bumping
her amazement, there was her diamond, as she said, ‘winking at her'. The sun was
very low and must have just been at just the right angle to hit the diamond. The best answer is

I

Explain what Mum meant when she said her diamond was winking at her.
(Paragraph 7)

Dad said it was a miracle that it hadn't

been dislodged by the bumps along
the rough sand track and that it had
fallen the right way up on the piece of
rusty metal. He added that f he hadn't

@

Explain what the word, sifting, in paragraph 5 means.

seen it with his own eyes, he never
would have believed it

e The three skills to be tested are identified. e Logo to indicate that this is a pupil page.

o The text is presented. e The comprehension skill to be tested is identified and appropriate strategies and steps
revised.

e Multiple choice questions and others requiring more explanation are presented.

Curriculum links

Country Subject | Level Objective

o [dentify and summarise evidence from a text.
England Literacy Year4 | e Deduce characters’ reasons for behaviour from their actions.
o Use knowledge of different organisational features of texts to find information effectively.

e Participate in modelled, shared, paired and guided reading experiences.

e Read, explore and understand a wide range of texts.

o Justify their responses logically, by inference, deduction and/or reference to evidence within the text.
o Use a variety of reading skills for different reading purposes.

Northern Language

Ireland and Literacy Year3

¢ Become an increasingly independent reader.

o Experience different types of text.

e Continue to develop a range of comprehension strategies.

e Extend and develop his/her response to increasingly challenging reading material.

Republic of

reland English 3rd Class

e Scan for specific information.

o [dentify the sequence of information in short texts.

C e Use previous reading experience to make predictions, to identify main ideas and supporting ideas and
skim and scan.

o Make inferences and decide on conclusions, supported by evidence.

Scotland English : :
e Complete practical reading tasks.

e Discuss characters, events, conflicts, inter-relationships, content, underlying main ideas and make
D predictions about them.

e Practise sequencing and predicting,

e Use fact and opinion.

e Read with increasing understanding.

e Use inference, deduction and prediction to evaluate the texts they read and refer to relevant passages

Wales English KS 2 to support their opinions.

e Adopt appropriate strategies; e.g. posing pertinent questions, identifying the precise information that
they wish to know and distinguishing between fact and opinion.
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Words are the building blocks we use to communicate with others. It is important we understand
what they mean and that we know some ways to work out their meanings in different sentences.

Read the report.

Waterskiing

Waterskiing is a wonderful sport that
families can do together. It is amazing
to see children, often as young as five,
skiing alongside their parents and even
their grandparents. The family members
who don’twantto waterskican participate
by driving the boat or by acting as an
observer. It is a safety requirement that
every boat carry an extra person whose
role it is to watch the skier and to tell the
driver if he or she has fallen into the water, or wants to go back to shore. Many
families take a picnic lunch to share on the beach and often enjoy playing a casual
game of beach cricket with other families.

2. Some people may believe that waterskiing is only a summer sport, but it is not
uncommon to observe people sliding smoothly across the still surface of the water
on bitterly cold winter days. They are usually attired in dark wetsuits covered by
brightly coloured safety vests and they seem totally oblivious to the bone-chilling
cold that seems to be affecting the rest of the population. Problems caused by other
boats stirring up the water and creating waves are reduced in winter as there are
fewer boats on the water. There aren’t as many people skiing so it is easier for the
drivers because they don’t need to dodge other boats and skiers.

3. Learning to skiis not difficult, but initially you do spend quite a lot of time in the water.
Beginners start on two skis and they lie back in the water with their skis pointed
towards the boat. They hold on to the handles, and, when the rope is straight, the
boat takes off and the skier is pulled through the water. It is important to try to keep
your arms straight, not to pull on the rope and just let the boat pull you. Your legs
should stay bent until you gain sufficient confidence to become more upright.

4. Once skiers are confident on two skis they graduate to using one ski. This can be
quite a challenge for some people, but it allows you to ski faster and to learn to turn
sharply and eventually tackle a slalom course.

5. Waterskiing can be quite expensive because of the high cost of the equipment and
the fuel needed, but it is a wonderful experience and anyone with the opportunity to
try it would be well advised to do so.

Teaching comprehension strategies v www.prim-ed.com ~ Prim-Ed Publishing®
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Learning about the skill

Learn how you can work out the meaning of words.

2

Read the sentence containing the word—this will be very helpful.
Think about the other words in the sentence to find out what clues they give you.
If you are still not sure, read the sentences before and after that one and the whole paragraph

if you need to.

Always check all the possible answers before choosing one.

* Find and underline the word or phrase in the text.

Prim-Ed Publishing® ~ www.prim-ed.com

Find and underline the word
participate in paragraph 1.
Does it mean:

(a) break into parts?

(b) worry?

(c) win?

(d) joinin?

Choosing the best answer.

(a) The text talks about people who
don’t want to ski doing this.
They would be unlikely to break
into parts. So it is hot a good
answer.

(b) The people could be worrying,
but worrying by driving the
boat doesn’'t make sense. This
answer seems unlikely.

(c) The text doesn’t talk about
having a race so it doesn't
seem likely that the word
means win. So, this is not a
likely answer.

(d) The text talks about the people
not skiing doing things like
driving and observing, and that
IS joining in with the others, so
this seems the best answer.

2. Find and underline the word slalom
at the end of paragraph 4.

Does it mean:

(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)

Choosing the best answer.

(a)

a foreign language?
sloping?

zigzagging?
straight”?

There is nothing in the text
about a foreign language,
so this answer doesn’'t make
sense.

Water doesn’t slope, so this
answer probably is incorrect.

The text talks about learning to
make sharp turns, which is like
a zigzag, so this seems to be a
good answer.

Skiers do need to ski straight
at times, but this part is talking
about turns, so this answer is
not a good one.

SAMPLE - NOR FOR SALE
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Practice page g’

Use similar strategies to those on page 5 to practise working
out word meanings. (Clues are given to help you.)

1. Find and underline the word role in paragraph 1.

Does it mean:

(a) something you can eat?
(b) turning over and over?
(c) watching?

(d) work?

The best answer is

2. Find and underline the word initially in paragraph 3.

Does it mean:

(a) some letters?
(b) at the beginning?
(c) later?

(d) before?

The best answer is

3. What does the word observer mean?
(a) an object
(b) the driver
(c) someone who watches
(d) someone who skis

The best answer is

4. Explain what you think the phrase graduate to using
means?

| .

Think!
Read the sentence, trying each of
the answers in it and think about
which one makes the most sense.

‘

| .

OR SALE

Think!
The sentence will give you a
clue and so will the next two
sentences.

‘

| .

Think!
Read the sentence the word is
in (paragraph 1) and the next
sentence.

‘

| .

Think!
The beginning of the sentence in
paragraph 4 will give you a very
good clue.

Teaching comprehension strategies v

‘
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Understandinglwords

On your own

Think about the strategies you have been using and work out these answers.

1. What does the word is attired mean? (Paragraph 2)
(a) dressed
(b) provided with
(c) very tired
(d) along

The best meaning is

2. Read these explanations about the meaning of the phrase oblivious to the bone-
chilling cold (paragraph 2) and decide which one is the best.

(a) It was obviously very cold.

(b) They thought it was really cold.

(c) They didn’t seem to notice that it was so cold.
(d) It was so cold that their bones were cold.

The best explanation of the meaning of the phrase is

3. What does the word reduced mean? (Paragraph 2)
(a) lengthened
(b) made smaller in size
(c) weaker
(d) less

The best meaning is

4. Explain what is meant by this phrase from the last sentence in paragraph 5, would
be well advised to.

SAMPLE - NOR FOR SALE

5. Explain what is meant by a casual game of beach cricket. (Paragraph 1)
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Ipilltests

The tests on pages 23 to 25 will show how well you can:
Understand words Find information Identify the main idea
You will be working on your own.

Read the recount.

Lost diamond

One day, Mum and Dad were carting water from the windmill to the water tanks next
to our house. It is about one kilometre across sand tracks and they had to make
about ten trips. They carted the water in a smaller tank that Dad put on the back
of our really old rusty truck. Mum drove the truck and Dad used a small motor and
transferred the water in and out of the tanks. It had been a long, hot summer and we
had consumed all the rainwater we had collected during winter.

They had just finished their last run and Dad was removing the tank from the truck
when Mum let out a terrible scream. We all raced over and saw that she was standing,
staring at her hand, unable to move. Her face was white with shock and she couldn'’t
speak.

‘Julia what’s wrong, what's wrong?’ Dad asked as her put his arms around her.

Mum just pointed to the ring on her finger. It was the engagement ring Dad had given
her many years ago, before they had left Ireland. It was her pride and joy. There
was now a black hole where the diamond should have been. Mum just sobbed and
sobbed.

‘We’'ll just have to locate it’, said Dad. ‘Come on kids.” And he marched off to the
shed where he made us all frames out of flywire and told us to start sifting the sand.
We all worked frantically for a couple of hours, looking very carefully for something
glinting in the mesh. But the sun was going down and Dad said we would have to
stop and resume in the morning.

Mum said she’d put the truck in the shed and she walked away so sadly. Four or five
minutes later she came racing back with a smile from ear to ear. She’d found it! We
couldn't believe it but she took us back to the shed to show us.

We gathered around her as she explained what had happened. She had been driving
the old truck with its rusted-out floor when she noticed a reflection on a bit of metal
jutting out across a huge hole. She was curious and leant over to see what it was. To
her amazement, there was her diamond, as she said, ‘winking at her’. The sun was
very low and must have just been at just the right angle to hit the diamond.

Dad said it was a miracle that it hadn’t
been dislodged by the bumps along
the rough sand track and that it had
fallen the right way up on the piece of
rusty metal. He added that if he hadn'’t
seen it with his own eyes, he never
would have believed it.

Teaching comprehension strategies w www.prim-ed.com ~ Prim-Ed Publishing®
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e Find and underline the word or phrase in the text.

» Read that sentence and some of the ones around it to help you to work out the
meaning.

e Say the answer in the sentence to see if it sounds correct.
* Always check all possible answers before making a decision.

Prim-Ed Publishing® ~ www.prim-ed.com

Does the word, consumed, in paragraph 1 mean...
(a) used?

(b) contacted?

(c) borrowed?

(d) spilt?

The best answer is

Does the word, transferred, in paragraph 1 mean...
(a) change?

(b) transport?
(c) pumped?
(d) pour?

The best answer is

Read the explanations of the phrase, dislodged by the bumps, in the last
paragraph and decide which one is best.

(a) shaken by the movement
(b) stirred up

(c) bumped around

(d) removed by the bumping

The best answer is

Explain what Mum meant when she said her diamond was winking at her.
(Paragraph 7)

Explain what the word, sifting, in paragraph 5 means.
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Test 2

Name: Date:

Underline keywords in the question to make sure you know what information you need.

Find the keywords in the text and read the information around them carefully.

Always check all answers before making a decision.

1. What had happened to all the water they collected when it rained during the winter?
(a) It was still in their tanks
(b) They spilt it.

(c) It disappeared.

(d) They had used it all.

The best answer is

2. Why did Mum point to her finger?
(a) She had lost her ring.
(b) She liked her ring.
(c) The diamond had come out of her ring.
(d) Her finger was sore.

The best answer is

3. Explain what had happened to Mum’s diamond.

4. Why did Mum go to the shed?
(a) to look for her diamond

(b) to put the truck away

(c) to make a sifter

(d) She wanted to be alone.

The best answer is

5. Why did Dad say he believed the story?
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Identifyinglthelmainlideal

Test 3

Name: Date:

The main idea links all other ideas together and tells what the text is mainly about.
The title is an excellent clue to the main idea of the text.

Always check all answers before making a decision.

1. What is the main idea of the last paragraph?
(a) The diamond hadn't fallen on the ground.
(b) The diamond fell the right way up.

(c) Dad thought it was an unbelievable story.
(d) Dad didn’t believe it really happened.

The best answer is

2. What is the main idea of the recount?
(a) Mum loved her diamond ring.
(b) Mum and Dad were carting water.
(c) Sifting lots of sand.
(d) Finding a diamond that had been lost.

The best answer is

3. (a) What is the title of the recount?

(b) Do you think the title tells what the main idea is? yes/no

(c) Write another suitable title.

(d) Does your title tell what the main idea is? yes/no

4. The main idea in one paragraph is to tell why Mum was upset. Find it and list the
reasons why she was so upset.
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