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Teaching comprehension strategies is a series of seven books using 
modelling, discussion and guided and independent practice to teach pupils 
strategies they can use to develop different reading comprehension skills.

Titles in this series include:

	 •	 Teaching comprehension strategies—Book A

	 •	 Teaching comprehension strategies—Book B

	 •	 Teaching comprehension strategies—Book C

	 •	 Teaching comprehension strategies—Book D

	 •	 Teaching comprehension strategies—Book E

	 •	 Teaching comprehension strategies—Book F

	 •	 Teaching comprehension strategies—Book G

Each book in this series is also provided in digital format on the 
accompanying CD.
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Pupil pages

•	 The	skill	is	identified	and	defined.

•	 The	text	is	presented.

•	 The	logo	indicates	that	this	is	a	teaching	
page.

•	 Steps	and	strategies	are	outlined.

•	 Multiple	choice	questions	are	presented	
and metacognitive processes for choosing 
the best answer are described.

•	 The	logo	indicates	that	this	is	a	
teacher and pupil page.

•	 Some	multiple	choice	
questions and others requiring 
explanations are presented with 
prompts or clues to assist pupils.

•	 The	logo	indicates	that	this	is	a	
pupil page.

•	 At	least	one	multiple	choice	
question and others requiring 
explanation are presented for 
pupils to complete.

•	 The	skill	is	identified.

•	 The	text	is	presented.

•	 The	logo	indicates	that	this	is	a	
pupil page.

•	 Multiple	choice	questions	and	some	
requiring explanation are included.

Text 1 Learning about the skill Practice page

On your own Text 2 Try it out
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Pupil test pages

•	 The	three	skills	to	be	tested	are	identified.

•	 The	text	is	presented.
•	 Logo	to	indicate	that	this	is	a	pupil	page.

•	 The	comprehension	skill	to	be	tested	is	identified	and	appropriate	strategies	and	steps	
revised.

•	 Multiple	choice	questions	and	others	requiring	more	explanation	are	presented.

Curriculum links

Test text Tests 1–3

Country Subject Level Objective

England Literacy Year 2
•	 Draw	together	ideas	and	information	from	across	a	whole	text.
•	 Give	reasons	why	some	things	happen.
•	 Explain	organisational	features	of	texts.

Northern
Ireland

Language
and Literacy

Year 3

•	 Participate	in	modelled	and	guided	reading	activities.
•	 Read	with	some	independence	for	information.
•	 Use	a	range	of	comprehension	skills	to	interpret	texts.
•	 Explore	and	begin	to	understand	how	texts	are	structured	in	a	range	of	genres.
•	 Express	opinions	and	give	reasons	based	on	what	they	have	read.
•	 Begin	to	use	evidence	from	text	to	support	their	views.

Republic	of
Ireland

English 1st Class

•	 Develop	comprehension	strategies;	e.g.	recalling	details	and	events,	assimilating	facts	and	retelling	
stories.

•	 Predict	future	events	and	outcomes.
•	 Engage	with	a	wide	variety	of	text.

Scotland English B
•	 Use	fiction	and	nonfiction	texts.
•	 Complete	activities	encouraging	discussion,	prediction,	answering	pertinent	questions,	use	of	

contextual clues and sequencing.

Wales English KS	1
•	 Read	literature	covering	a	range	of	categories.
•	 Understand	and	respond	to	stories	and	poems;	e.g.	talk	about	characters/events/language,	say	what	

might happen next in a story and retell stories.
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Understanding words – 1
We use words to communicate with other people. It is important that we understand 
what words mean when we read them. We also need to know some ways to work out 
what unfamiliar words mean.

Read the recount.

Best buddies
 1. Ryan is my best buddy. I call 

him that because we do lots 
of things together. We are 
nearly inseparable. We sit 
next to each other in class and 
we play games together in the 
playground. On the weekends 
and after school, we hang out 
together.

 2. We have done lots of new 
things together. When I 
attended school on my very 
first day, Ryan started too. 
When I was promoted from 
the baby pool to the big pool 
at the swimming club, Ryan was too. When I went on my first school 
excursion, Ryan went too. When I was introduced to a new teacher at 
the beginning of each year, Ryan met him or her too. Having someone 
to share scary, new experiences with made it easier to cope with 
them.

 3. Some people say that we are like two peas in a pod. We both like to 
draw and play cricket. We both like the same television shows and 
books. I have a pet labrador that chases balls and sticks—and so 
does he. I don’t like to eat broccoli and neither does Ryan, but we 
both like to eat ice-cream and cheese. 

 4. Ryan is seven and so am I. Usually, it’s great to share everything 
with my best buddy, but Ryan’s birthday is the same day as mine too, 
so we share a birthday as well. That’s when it’s not so great that 
your best buddy is also your twin brother! You only get to go to one 
birthday party instead of two.
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Learn how to work out the meaning of new words. 

•	 Find	and	underline	the	word	in	the	text.

•	 Read	the	sentence	the	word	is	in.	Think	about	the	other	words	in	the	sentence	
to	find	out	what	clues	they	give	you.	

•	 If	you	are	still	not	sure,	read	the	sentences	before	and	after	that	one	and	the	
whole	paragraph	if	you	need	to.

•	 Always	check	all	the	possible	answers	before	choosing	one.

 1. Read the question. 
  What does the word inseparable mean?
  (a) house
  (b) a parent
  (c) happy
  (d) unable to be parted

 2. Find and underline the word inseparable in paragraph 1.

 3. Choosing the best answer.
  (a) The text is about two friends, not houses, so this is not a good  

answer.

  (b) If we put the words ‘a parent’ in the sentence instead of 
‘inseparable’ the sentence would say ‘We are nearly a parent’. The 
text tells about two friends, not their parents, so this is not a good 
answer.

  (c) If we put the word ‘happy’ in the sentence instead of ‘inseparable’, 
the sentence is okay but doesn’t sound quite right. This is probably 
not the best answer.

  (d) The sentence before tells about two children who do lots of 
things together. They do not like to be parted. The sentence with 
‘inseparable’ in it tells about this. This is the best answer.

Understanding words

Learning about the skill
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Use strategies like those on page 5 to work out word 
meanings. (Clues are given to help you!)

 1. Find and underline the word promoted in 
paragraph 2. Does it mean:

  (a) to get in trouble? (b) a tree?
  (c) visited? (d) moved up?

  I think the best answer is .

 2. Find and underline the word labrador in  
paragraph 3. Does it mean:

  (a) someone’s name  (b) a breed of dog
  (c) a fish (d) exercising

  I think the best answer is .

 3. Explain what you think the phrase hang out 
together in paragraph 1 means.

 

 

 

 

 4. Explain what the words easier to cope with in 
paragraph 2 mean.

 

 

 

 

Think!
The beginning of the 
sentence will give you a 
clue.

Think!
The beginning of the 
paragraph will give you a 
very good clue.

Think!
The sentence will give 
you a clue about what the 
labrador does.

Think!
Read the sentence, trying 
each of the answers in it 
and think about which one 
makes the most sense.

Understanding words

Practice page
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Think about the strategies you have been practising and 
work out the meaning of these words and phrases.

 1. What does the word broccoli mean? (Paragraph 3)

  (a) to buy (b) dance

  (c) a toy (d) a vegetable

 2. What does the word excursion mean? (Paragraph 2)

  (a) work (b) trip

  (c) hungry (d) holiday

 3. What does the word experiences mean? (Paragraph 2)

  (a) clothes (b) things that happen to you

  (c) finding out (d) animals

 4. What does the group of words (phrase) introduced to mean? 
(Paragraph 2) 

  (a) old (b) enter

  (c) looking at (d) met

 5. Explain what the phrase like two peas in a pod means. (Paragraph 3) 

  

  

  

 6. (a) The title of this text is Best buddies.  
Do you think it is a good title?

  (b) Why do you think this?

   

   

 The best meaning is .

 The best meaning is .

 The best meaning is .

Understanding words

On your own

 The best meaning is .

yes  no 
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Pupil tests
The tests on pages 23 to 25 will show how well you can:

•	 Understand	words	 •	 Find	information	 •	 Identify	the	main	idea

(You will be working on your own!)

Read the description.

Granny Nell
 1. Granny Nell is my favourite relative.

 2. She looks just like any other little old grandmother. 
Her hair is black with streaks of grey through it. 
She has lots of wrinkles because she likes to laugh 
a lot and enjoys life. She wears little spectacles 
perched on the end of her nose like little canaries 
on a branch in a cage. She is short and round and 
seems to shrink each time we see her.

 3. Granny Nell is not as active as she used to be. Her 
hands are gnarled with arthritis, so she can’t knit for 
a long time like she used to. Instead, she crotchets 
a bit as this doesn’t seem to hurt her hands so much. 

 4. One day when she was out walking, she fell and broke her hip. After 
her hip healed, she was a little wary about moving around too much. 
We decided to buy her a walker. She likes to say that she finally has 
her own hot rod. We were thinking about putting a ‘Beware’ sign on 
the walker or even an ‘L’ plate. There is no stopping her now! 

 5. Because she can’t get around very much, she spends a lot of time 
watching television. I think the noise makes her feel as though there 
are lots of people around. It’s really amusing to hear her argue with 
the umpire at the footy match on the television!

 6. Granny Nell is never pushy. She doesn’t say that her ideas are the 
right ones and that your opinion doesn’t count. She lets you make 
your own decisions and then she helps if you need it. She listens 
when I tell her things, no matter how silly they may be. 

 7. I think that’s the main reason why Granny Nell is my favourite 
relative. She lets me just be me!
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Remember:

•	 Find	and	underline	the	word	or	phrase	in	the	text.

•	 Read	the	sentence	with	the	word	or	phrase	in	it	and	those	around	it.

•	 Say	the	answer	word	in	the	sentence	to	see	if	it	makes	sense.

•	 Check	all	possible	answers	before	making	a	decision.

Name:  Date: 

 1. What does the word streaks mean? (Paragraph 2)
  (a) to run fast (b) bands of colour
  (c) talk (d) a piece of meat

 2. What does the word spectacles mean? (Paragraph 2)
  (a) glasses (b) trees
  (c) exercise (d) act silly

 3. What does the word gnarled mean? (Paragraph 3)
  (a) growl (b) funny
  (c) twisted (d) a type of dress

 4. What does the word wary mean? (Paragraph 4)
  (a) happy (b) win
  (c) fight (d) worried

 5. Explain why the writer said that Granny Nell’s glasses were ‘like little 
canaries on a branch in a cage’. (Paragraph 2)

  

  

  

 The best meaning is .

 The best meaning is .

 The best meaning is .

 The best meaning is .

Understanding words

Test 1
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Remember:

•	 Look	in	the	text	to	find	information.

•	 Underline	keywords	in	the	question	so	that	you	know	what	information	you	are	
looking	for.

•	 Find	and	underline	keywords	in	the	text.	Carefully	read	information	about	them.

•	 Check	all	possible	answers	before	making	a	decision.

Name:  Date: 

 1. How do you know that Granny Nell is a happy person? (Paragraph 2)
  (a) She has black hair with grey streaks in it.
  (b) She frowns a lot.
  (c) She tells jokes.
  (d) She has lots of wrinkles from laughing.

 2. What is the main reason that Granny Nell is the writer’s favourite 
relative? (Paragraph 7)

  (a) She gives him or her presents.
  (b) She lets him or her just be himself/herself.
  (c) She drives a hot rod.
  (d) She is shorter than he or she is. 

 3. Write three things Granny Nell does because she is not as active as she 
used to be. (Paragraphs 3, 4 and 5)

	 	 •	

	 	 •	

	 	 •	 	

 The best answer is .

 The best answer is .

Finding information

Test 2
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	Remember:

•	 The	main	idea	links	all	the	other	ideas	together	and	tells	what	the	text	is	mainly	
about.

•	 The	title	gives	a	clue	about	the	main	idea	of	the	text.

•	 Always	check	all	possible	answers	before	making	a	decision.

Name:  Date: 

 1. Paragraph 2 tells mainly …
  (a) what Granny Nell looks like.
  (b) what Granny Nell likes to do.
  (c) that Granny Nell is popular with her grandchildren.
  (d) that Granny Nell is a nasty person.

  The best answer is .

 2. Which paragraph explains why Granny Nell is a good friend?

  (a) Paragraph 1 (b) Paragraph 4 (c) Paragraph 3 (d) Paragraph 6

  The best answer is .

 3. The main idea of paragraph 4 is …
  (a) Granny has an ‘L’ plate on her walker.
  (b) Granny has a sore leg.
  (c) Granny now gets around using a walker.
  (d) Granny can’t go anywhere.

  The best answer is .

 4. The title tells you that the text is about Granny Nell, but it doesn’t tell you 
the main idea. Write a new title for the text which gives the main idea.

  

Identifying the main idea

Test 3
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