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Teaching comprehension strategies is a series of seven books using modelling, 
discussion and guided and independent practice to teach pupils strategies they 
can use to develop different reading comprehension skills.

Titles in this series include:

	 •	 Teaching comprehension strategies—Book A

	 •	 Teaching comprehension strategies—Book B

	 •	 Teaching comprehension strategies—Book C

	 •	 Teaching comprehension strategies—Book D

	 •	 Teaching comprehension strategies—Book E

	 •	 Teaching comprehension strategies—Book F

	 •	 Teaching comprehension strategies—Book G
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accompanying CD.
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Pupil pages

•	 The	skill	is	identified	and	defined.

•	 The	text	is	presented.

Text 1

•	 The	logo	indicates	that	this	is	a	teaching	
page.

•	 Steps	and	strategies	are	outlined.

•	 Multiple	choice	questions	are	presented	
and metacognitive processes for choosing 
the best answer are described.

•	 The	logo	indicates	that	this	is	a	
teacher and pupil page.

•	 Some	multiple	choice	
questions and others requiring 
explanations are presented with 
prompts or clues to assist pupils.

Learning about the skill Practice page

•	 The	logo	indicates	that	this	is	a	
pupil page.

•	 At	least	one	multiple	choice	
question and others requiring 
explanation are presented for 
pupils to complete.

•	 The	skill	is	identified.

•	 The	text	is	presented.

•	 The	logo	indicates	that	this	is	a	
pupil page.

•	 Multiple	choice	questions	and	some	
requiring explanation are included.

On your own Text 2 Try it out
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Pupil test pages

•	 The	three	skills	to	be	tested	are	identified.

•	 The	text	is	presented.

Test text Tests 1–3

•	 Logo	to	indicate	that	this	is	a	pupil	page.

•	 The	comprehension	skill	to	be	tested	is	identified	and	appropriate	strategies	and	steps	
revised.

•	 Multiple	choice	questions	and	others	requiring	more	explanation	are	presented.

Curriculum links

Country Subject Level Objective

England Literacy
Year 6

•	 Understand	underlying	themes,	causes	and	points	of	view.
•	 Explore	how	word	meanings	change	when	used	in	different	contexts.

Years 6–7 •	 Read	between	the	lines	and	find	evidence	for	their	interpretation.

Northern
Ireland

Language
and 

Literacy

Year 7 
extension

•	 Participate	in	modelled,	shared,	paired	and	guided	reading	experiences.
•	 Read,	explore	and	understand	a	wide	range	of	texts.
•	 Justify	their	responses	logically,	by	inference,	deduction	and/or	reference	to	evidence	within	the	text.
•	 Use	a	variety	of	reading	skills	for	different	reading	purposes.

Republic	of
Ireland

English 6th Class

•	 Engage	with	an	increasing	range	of	text.
•	 Use	comprehension	skills	to	aid	deduction,	problem-solving	and	prediction.
•	 Develop	study	skills	such	as	skimming,	scanning	and	summarising.
•	 Support	arguments	and	opinions	with	evidence	from	the	text.
•	 Distinguish	between	fact	and	opinion.

Scotland English

D
•	 Complete	practical	reading	tasks.
•	 Discuss	characters,	events,	conflicts,	inter-relationships,	content,	underlying	main	ideas	and	make	predictions	about	them.
•	 Practise	sequencing	and	predicting.

E

•	 Use	fact	and	opinion.
•	 Read,	understand	and	select	relevant	information.
•	 Use	highlighting,	underlining	and	other	textual	markers	in	identifying	relevant	information.
•	 Make	use	of	previous	knowledge	and	skills	to	predict	content	and	structure	and	to	locate	main	points.
•	 Evaluate,	infer	and	make	judgements.
•	 Know	about	the	idea	of	target	audience	and	writer’s	purpose.
•	 Explore	similarities	and	differences	in	texts.

Wales English KS	2

•	 Read	with	increasing	understanding.
•	 Use	inference,	deduction	and	prediction	to	evaluate	the	texts	they	read	and	refer	to	relevant	passages	to	support	their	

opinions.
•	 Adopt	appropriate	strategies;	e.g.	posing	pertinent	questions,	identifying	the	precise	information	that	they	wish	to	know	

and distinguishing between fact and opinion.
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Understanding words – 1 
Words are the building blocks we use to communicate with others. It is important that we understand what 
they mean and that we know some ways to work out their meanings in different sentences.

Read the recount.

The Pyramids

My mum has always been captivated with the 
Pyramids of Egypt. Whenever anything came 
on the TV about it, she would look at Dad and 
sigh, ‘I’m going there one day!’

Dad would always smile and say, ‘Sure, honey, 
when we win Lotto!’

Well, that Saturday night finally arrived. Mum 
always picked the same numbers every time 
and, sure enough, she had six numbers! You 
should have seen the carry on, anyone would 
have thought she had just won Lotto! She smiled 
and turned to Dad and said, ‘Guess where we’re 
going, honey? EGYPT! Finally, my dream can 
come true!’

Dad was so happy for her, he gave her a huge 
hug and kiss and cheered at the top of his 
voice.

They danced around the room for ages. It was 
really quite infectious; I ended up joining in and 
jumping around like a total idiot! Thankfully, my 
friends couldn’t see me.

Over the next few weeks, Mum and Dad madly 
organised our trip to Egypt. Yeah, that’s right, 
I said ‘our trip’. I had to go with them. Can’t 
believe my bad luck really, who’d want to see 
a bunch of stinky old mummies in broken-down 
old pyramids? Not me, I’d rather go scuba 
diving on the Great Barrier Reef!

The day finally arrived when we boarded our 
flight to Egypt. How horrid having to spend the 
night on a plane deprived of sleep. Mum knows 
how much I like my sleep, but she didn’t seem 
to be vexed that I would be missing out!

We touched down in Cairo and it was blazing 
hot. The heat shimmered across the tarmac. 
I’m surprised the soles of my shoes didn’t melt! 
Our personal tour guide, Baruti, greeted us in 
the terminal. We would be spending the next 
two weeks with him as he showed us around 
the sights of Egypt. Mum was so excited, I’m 
surprised she could stand up!

After recovering briefly from our flight, we 
had something to eat and set out on our first 
excursion. There was heaps Mum and Dad 
wanted to see —it was going to be totally 
exhausting and boring.

Because it was still early in the day and not 
too hot, the Giza Pyramids were our first stop. 
Awestruck is the only word to describe how I 
felt. They are absolutely huge—I can’t believe 
the ancient Egyptians managed to build them! 
The Sphinx of Giza and the Great Pyramid 
would have to be the most amazing structures 
I’ve ever seen. The Sphinx has a body of a lion 
and a head of a king; Baruti said these were 
used to symbolise strength and wisdom. Later 
in the day we went to the Khan—a local bazaar. 
I found it all a bit stifling really with the heat, 
cooking smells and noise of the merchants.

We set out early the next day to stay at a place 
called Hurghada. Mum and Dad were really 
excited and just kept saying, ‘You are going 
to absolutely love this place’. The following 
morning, we awoke early to begin an adventure 
I would never forget. Mum and Dad took me 
down to the marina and we got on board a dive 
boat. Yee-hah! Something I wanted to do; we 
were going snorkelling! This area of the Red 
Sea is renowned for its warm waters, rare fish 
life and amazing sea gardens—a subaquatic 
paradise. I had read about this area in books 
and seen pictures on the Internet, but it was so 
different to actually be seeing it with my own 
eyes. We snorkelled for hours—it was truly 
amazing and I didn’t want the day to end. We 
had lunch on the boat and then after a short rest 
returned to the water. This day would stay with 
me forever. Totally awesome! Apparently Mum 
and Dad had organised the day especially for 
me because they knew how much I wanted to 
go to the Great Barrier Reef—how cool!

At least we didn’t spend the entire holiday 
looking at odorous old mummies in broken-
down old pyramids!

1.

2.

4.

3.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

12.

11.
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Understanding words

Learning about the skill

 1. Find and underline the word structures in 
paragraph 10.

  Does it mean:
  (a) the features of rocks and their 

texture?
  (b) the social organisation of the 

Egyptian people?
  (c) a natural phenomenon?
  (d) something built or constructed?

  Choosing the best answer

  (a) The stone used to build the 
structures would have texture and be 
very attractive to look at, but in the 
context of the sentence, this is not 
the correct meaning for structures.

  (b) The paragraph doesn’t mention the 
Egyptian people and their social 
organisation. So this answer seems 
unlikely.

  (c) The structures were actually built by 
the Egyptian people, which means 
they are not natural. So this answer 
would not be the best choice.

  (d) The Pyramid and Sphinx were 
actually built by the ancient 
Egyptians. So this would be the best 
answer.

 2. Find and underline the words deprived of 
in paragraph 7.

  Do they mean:
  (a) enjoying lots of?
  (b) having no need for?
  (c) experiencing a lack of?
  (d) experiencing an increase of?

  Choosing the best answer

  (a) The next sentence mentions that 
the writer likes his or her sleep and 
would be missing out on it during the 
flight. This is not the best answer.

  (b) Having no need for sleep is not 
something the writer would think to 
do. This is not the best answer.

  (c) This could be the best answer as the 
writer would think it was terrible to 
experience a lack of sleep. You must 
check all answers.

  (d) This answer does not match what the 
writer says about sleep in the rest of 
the paragraph.

Learn how you can work out the meaning of words.

•	 First	find	and	underline	the	word	in	the	text.

•	 Read	the	sentence	the	word	is	in—this	will	be	very	helpful.

•	 Think	about	the	other	words	in	the	sentence	to	find	out	what	clues	they	give	you.

•	 If	you	are	still	not	sure,	read	the	sentences	before	and	after	that	one	and	the	whole	paragraph	if	you	need	
to.

•	 Always	check	all	the	possible	answers	before	choosing	one.
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Understanding words

Practice page
Use similar strategies to those on page 5 to practise the skill. 
(Clues are given to help you!)

 1. Find and underline the word vexed in paragraph 7.

  Does it mean:
  (a) to become agitated and upset?
  (b) to become hot?
  (c) worried?
  (d) pleased?

  The best answer is . 

 2. Find and underline the word stifling in paragraph 10.

  Does it mean:
  (a) exciting?
  (b) overwhelming?
  (c) frightening?
  (d) explosive?

  The best answer is . 

 3. What is meant by the words carry on in paragraph 3?

  

  

 4. Does the word renowned in paragraph 11 mean ...

  (a) famous?
  (b) unknown?
  (c) regarded?
  (d) enjoyed?

  The best answer is . 

 5. Find and underline the word odorous in paragraph 12.

  Write another word which could be used in its place.

  

Think!
The following sentences and two 
paragraphs will help.

Think!
The whole sentence is a very 
good clue.

Think!
Read the remainder of the 
sentence to give you an idea.

Think!
The rest of the sentence and the 
one following it will give you a 
clue.

Think!
You need to think of a synonym. A 
clue is in paragraph 6.
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Understanding words

On your own
Think about the strategies you have been using and work out these answers.

 1. What does the word captivated mean? (Paragraph 1)

  (a) had a strong belief
  (b) been captured
  (c) been intensely interested
  (d) had an admiration for

  The best answer is . 

 2. Does the word bazaar in paragraph 10 mean ...

  (a) a barber’s shop?
  (b) a sports arena?
  (c) a school?
  (d) a market?

  The best answer is . 

 3. Explain what is meant by this phrase from paragraph 8—heat shimmered across the tarmac.

  

  

 4. What does the phrase a subaquatic paradise mean? (Paragraph 11)

  

  

 5. What word could best replace apparently in paragraph 11?

  (a) occasionally
  (b) evidently
  (c) however
  (d) thankfully

  The best answer is . 

 6. Find and underline the word merchants in paragraph 10. Write another word which could be used 
in its place.

  

 7. Explain what is meant by the phrase really quite infectious used in paragraph 5.
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Mount Tambora can be found on Sumbawa Island 
in Indonesia. It is most famous for being responsible 
for the most powerful volcanic eruption in recorded 
history. The VEI is a scale used to measure the 
intensity of a volcano, determined by the volume of 
ash erupted from the explosion. The rating begins at 
zero which is non-explosive, through to eight which 
is considered to be mega-colossal. The explosion 
of Mount Tambora was rated seven on the VEI, 
four times more powerful than the explosion which 
destroyed Krakatoa (VEI = 6) in 1883.

The word ‘volcano’ originates from the island of 
Vulcano in the Mediterranean Sea. Long ago, the 
people in this area thought that Vulcano was the 
chimney of the forge of Vulcan (the blacksmith of 
the Roman gods). They believed that the hot lava 
fragments and clouds of dust erupting from Vulcano 
came from the forge as Vulcan created thunderbolts 
for Jupiter (king of the gods) and weapons for Mars 
(the god of war).

A volcano is a vent in the surface of the Earth. 
Magma, gas and ash erupt through these vents 
to cause explosions. There are six different types 
of volcanoes: shield volcanoes, strato volcanoes, 
rhyolite caldera complexes, monogenetic fields, 
flood basalts and mid-ocean ridges. Mount Tambora 
is a strato volcano; one of the most common types 
of volcanoes and one which is capable of causing 
the most number of casualties. It is dangerous 
because the magma builds up inside and causes 
bulges in the mountain which are then responsible 
for landslides, avalanches and lahars (very hot, fast 
moving mudflows). More often than not, the side of 
the mountain (flank) will also break away from the 
pressure that has built up inside.

In 1812, Mount Tambora woke after a long slumber. 
For three years locals experienced small eruptions, 
steam and gas explosions. The first major eruption 
came on 5 April 1815. A column of gas, ash and rock 
rose 25 kilometres into the sky, but worse was still to 
come. The main explosion began on 10 April 1815 
and continued for five days. Three distinct columns 
of pyroclastic flow reached 40 kilometres into the 
sky. Pyroclastic flows are earth-hugging clouds of 

hot ash, rocks and pumice which can kill in minutes. 
The explosions were heard up to 2700 kilometres 
away and 150 cubic kilometres of ash erupted and 
fell as far as 1300 kilometres from Mount Tambora. 
Roofs of houses 65 kilometres away collapsed from 
the weight of the ash and all vegetation on nearby 
islands was eradicated. The immense heat caused 
a huge whirlwind which blew down almost every 
house in the village. Trees were torn up by their roots 
and hurled around like toy cars. The eruption also 
caused a tsunami which recorded a wave height 
of ten metres; which in turn destroyed a number of 
islands close by. It is estimated that around 10 000 
people died immediately as a direct result of the 
eruption, while another 82 000 people died as a 
result of starvation and disease caused by the effects 
of the explosion.

The enormous volcanic cloud was responsible for 
lowering global temperatures by about 3 °C. This 
change in temperature caused farmers to lose 
crops, which in turn created widespread famine 
and starvation. The summer of 1816 was called 
‘the year without summer’ as parts of Europe and 
North America were denied their regular summer 
temperatures. These cooler temperatures were said 
to be caused by over 200 million tonnes of sulfur 
dioxide in the atmosphere, preventing the rays of the 
sun from reaching the Earth’s surface. Spectacular 
sunsets with vivid streaks of green caused by 
lingering ash in the stratosphere were observed for 
many years afterwards.

On the 28 February 2006, scientists found what they 
believe to be traces of the lost Indonesian civilisation 
of Tambora, which had been completely devastated 
by the eruption. Researchers from the University 
of North Carolina, together with the Indonesian 
Directorate of Volcanology, used ground-penetrating 
radar to help locate and dig a gully where locals 
had found ceramics and bones. The researchers 
managed to unearth what was left of a thatched 
house, pottery, bronze and the carbonised bones of 
two people.

Pupil tests
The tests on pages 23 to 25 will show how well you can:

 Understand words Find information Identify the main idea
You will be working on your own.

Read the report.

Mount Tambora

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.
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Understanding words

Test 1

Name:  Date: 

	 •	 Find	and	underline	the	word	or	phrase	in	the	text.

	 •	 Read	that	sentence	and	some	of	the	ones	around	it	to	help	you	to	work	out	the	meaning.

	 •	 Say	the	word	in	the	sentence	to	see	if	it	sounds	correct.

	 •	 Always	check	all	possible	answers	before	making	a	decision.

 1. What does the word intensity mean? (Paragraph 1)

  (a) the amount of noise made
  (b) the measure of strength or greatness
  (c) to experience strong feelings and emotions
  (d) being crowded together

  The best answer is . 

 2. Explain the meaning of the phrase researchers managed to unearth. (Paragraph 6)

  

  

 3. Does the word casualties in paragraph 3 
mean: 

  (a) people who are accidentally killed or 
injured?

  (b) to be careless?
  (c) to be informal?
  (d) something happening by chance?

  The best answer is . 

 4. Choose the best meaning for the word 
eradicated in paragraph 4. 

  (a) made even
  (b) heated
  (c) became radioactive
  (d) destroyed

  The best answer is . 

 5. What word could best replace distinct in 
paragraph 4?

  (a) similar
  (b) plain
  (c) separate
  (d) display

  The best answer is . 

 6. Write another word or words which could be 
used instead of each of these. Paragraph 
numbers are given to help you locate the 
words.

  (a) mega-colossal (1) 

   
  (b) hurled (4)

   
  (c) lingering (5)

   
  (d) were denied (5)
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Finding information
Test 2

Name:  Date: 

	 •	 Underline	keywords	in	the	question	to	make	sure	that	you	know	what	information	you	need.
	 •	 Find	the	keywords	in	the	text	and	read	the	information	around	them	carefully.
	 •	 Always	check	all	possible	answers	before	making	a	decision.

 1. What impact did the volcanic cloud have on the summer of 1816? 

  (a) It reduced global temperatures by 3 °C, which caused crops to fail and created widespread 
famine.

  (b) Canada and Australia missed out on their summer temperatures.
  (c) Farmers took a holiday, which caused widespread famine.
  (d) It killed off the last remaining dinosaurs.

  The best answer is . 

 2. Explain the VEI scale and its rating system.

  

   

  
 3. Which type of volcano is capable of causing the most casualties? 

  (a) shield
  (b) monogenetic field
  (c) mid-ocean ridge 
  (d) strato

  The best answer is . 

 4. Mount Tambora is famous for …

  (a) being an island in Indonesia.
  (b) being a strato volcano.
  (c) causing a tsunami.
  (d) being responsible for the most powerful volcanic eruption in recorded history.

  The best answer is . 

 5. Explain the importance of the find which occurred on 28 February 2006.
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Identifying the main idea
Test 3

Name:  Date: 

	 •	 The	main	idea	links	all	the	other	ideas	together	and	tells	what	the	text	is	mainly	about.
	 •	 The	title	is	an	excellent	clue	to	the	main	idea	of	the	text.
	 •	 Always	check	all	possible	answers	before	making	a	decision.

 1. What is the main idea of the third paragraph?

  (a) Outlining the different types of volcanoes.
  (b) Explaining what happens during a volcanic eruption.
  (c) Where the name ‘volcano’ originated.
  (d) The explanation of what a volcano is and the different types of volcanoes.

  The best answer is . 

 2. What is the main idea of the fourth paragraph?

  (a) Outlining the events of the Mount Tambora explosion and the devastating impact.
  (b) To explain what pyroclastic flows are.
  (c) To discuss the impact of a large volcano on the surrounding areas.
  (d) To show how destructive volcanoes can be.

  The best answer is . 

 3. Explain the main idea of paragraph 1.

  

  

 4. Use the text and your ideas to answer these.

  (a) What is the title of the text? 
  (b) A good title often tells the main idea.

   Do you think this is a good title?  yes  no

  (c) Explain why you think this. 

   

  (d) Suggest another title which would be suitable. 

 5. State the main idea of paragraph 6.
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