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Teaching comprehension strategies is a series of seven books using modelling,  
discussion and guided and independent practice to teach pupils strategies they 
can use to develop different reading comprehension skills.

Titles in this series include:

	 •	 Teaching comprehension strategies—Book A

	 •	 Teaching comprehension strategies—Book B

	 •	 Teaching comprehension strategies—Book C

	 •	 Teaching comprehension strategies—Book D

	 •	 Teaching comprehension strategies—Book E

	 •	 Teaching comprehension strategies—Book F

	 •	 Teaching comprehension strategies—Book G

Each book in this series is also provided in digital format on the 	
accompanying CD.
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Pupil pages

•	 The skill is identified and defined.

•	 The text is presented.

Text 1

•	 The logo indicates that this is a teaching 
page.

•	 Steps and strategies are outlined.

•	 Multiple choice questions are presented 
and metacognitive processes for choosing 
the best answer are described.

•	 The logo indicates that this is a 
teacher and pupil page.

•	 Some multiple choice 
questions and others requiring 
explanations are presented with 
prompts or clues to assist pupils.

Learning about the skill Practice page

•	 The logo indicates that this is a 
pupil page.

•	 At least one multiple choice 
question and others requiring 
explanation are presented for 
pupils to complete.

•	 The skill is identified.

•	 The text is presented.

•	 The logo indicates that this is a 
pupil page.

•	 Multiple choice questions and some 
requiring explanation are included.

On your own Text 2 Try it out
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Pupil test pages

•	 The three skills to be tested are identified.
•	 The text is presented.

Test text Tests 1–3

•	 Logo to indicate that this is a pupil page.
•	 The comprehension skill to be tested is identified and appropriate strategies and steps 

revised.
•	 Multiple choice questions and others requiring more explanation are presented.

Curriculum links

Country Subject Level Objective

England Literacy Year 1

•	 Identify the main events and characters in stories.
•	 Find specific information in simple texts.
•	 Use context when reading for meaning.
•	 Make predictions showing an understanding of ideas, events and characters.
•	 Recognise the main elements that shape different texts.

Northern
Ireland

Language
and Literacy

Year 2

•	 Read a range of texts with some independence.
•	 Sequence stories.
•	 Read and follow simple instructions.
•	 Use extended vocabulary when discussing text and retelling stories.
•	 Make and give reasons for predictions.

Republic of
Ireland

English
Senior
Infants

•	 Recall and talk about significant events and details in stories.
•	 Predict future incidents and outcomes in stories.

Scotland English

A
•	 Build up confidence in handling information and answering questions.
•	 Share and discuss texts; e.g. questioning, predicting what might happen next and picking out 

important ideas.

B
•	 Use fiction and nonfiction texts.
•	 Complete activities encouraging discussion, prediction, answering pertinent questions, use of 

contextual clues and sequencing.

Wales English KS 1
•	 Read literature covering a range of categories.
•	 Understand and respond to stories and poems; e.g. talk about characters/events/language, say what 

might happen next in a story and retell stories.
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We use words to tell other people things. We need to understand what words 
mean. We also need to know some ways to work out what new words mean.

Understanding words – 1

The farm trip

1.	 On Friday, everyone in our class got on a bus and went to visit a 
farm to learn more about farm animals. We took some parents 
to help Mrs White look after us.

2.	 Our lunches and snacks were in plastic bags with our names 
written on labels. They went in a coloured plastic box in a 
secret place in the bottom of the bus. My mum put a small 
bottle of sunscreen in my lunch bag so I could spread it on and 
not get sunburnt.

3.	 We all wore our school uniform and name badges in case we got 
lost.

4.	 It took a very long time to travel there. The big bus was 
noisy and uncomfortable because we had to travel down windy 
countryside roads with holes in them.

5.	 When we finally arrived at the farm, we got into small groups 
and wandered around looking at and touching all the animals.

6.	 By the time we got on the bus to go back to school we were all 
exhausted. Some children even fell asleep! We all had great 
fun!
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Learn how to work out the meaning of new words. 

•	 Find the word. Draw a line under it.

•	 Find the sentence the word is in. Think about the other words in the sentence 
because they may help. 

•	 If you still don’t know, think about the sentences before and after, and even 
the whole paragraph if you need to.

•	 Check all the answers before choosing.

	1.	 Read the question.

		  What does the word parents mean?
		  (a)	 a fruit	 (b)	 to run
		  (c)	 pets	 (d)	mums and dads

	2.	 Draw a line under the word parents in paragraph 1.

	3.	 Choosing the best answer.

		  (a)	 The sentence tells about something or someone who is going 
to help Mrs White look after the children. A fruit 	couldn’t do this! 
This is not a good answer.

		  (b)	 If we put the words to run in the sentence in place of parents, 
the sentence would say ‘We took some to run to help Mrs 
White look after us’. This makes the sentence sound wrong. 
This is not a good answer.

		  (c)	 Pets would not be able to help Mrs White look after the 
children. This is not a good answer.

		  (d)	 If we put the words mums and dads in the sentence instead 
of parents it makes sense, because mums and dads would be 
able to help Mrs White look after the children. This is the best 
answer.

Understanding words

Learning about the skill
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Think!
The sentence will give 
you a clue about what it is 
used for.

Think!
The word before badges 
tells you what they are 
used for.

Think!
Try each answer in the 
sentence. See which one 
makes the most sense.

Practise working out the meaning of words.  
(Clues are given to help you!)

	1.	 Find and draw a line under the word labels in 
paragraph 2.

		  Does it mean:

		  (a)	 bits of paper stuck on?

		  (b)	 food?	 (c)	 sticky?	 (d)	 jump?

		  I think the best answer is .

	2.	 Find and draw a line under the word snacks in 
paragraph 2.

		  Does it mean:

		  (a)	 to creep?	 (b)	 food and drink?

		  (c)	 happy?	 (d)	 clowns?

		  I think the best answer is .

	3.	 Circle the best answer.

		  (a)	 Badges (paragraph 3) are ...

	 	 	 •	 animals who build burrows

	 	 	 •	 a label you wear to tell who you are

	 	 	 •	 kinds of trees	 •	 homes

		  (b)	Sunscreen (paragraph 2) means ...

	 	 	 •	 ants	 •	 yell

	 	 	 •	 cream to stop you from getting sunburnt

	 	 	 •	 a place to hang wet clothes	

Understanding words

Practice page

Think!
The sentence will give you 
a clue.
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Work out the meanings of these words and phrases.

	1.	 Draw a line under the words to travel. (Paragraph 4)

		  Do they mean:

		  (a)	 to go somewhere?	 (b)	 to hit?

		  (c)	 painted?	 (d)	 to cry?

	2.	 Draw a line under the word uncomfortable. (Paragraph 4)

		  Does it mean:

		  (a)	 not pretty?	 (b)	 running?

		  (c)	 ten?	 (d)	 bouncy?

	3.	 Draw a line under the word wandered. (Paragraph 5)

		  Does it mean:

		  (a)	 a magic object?	 (b)	 head?

		  (c)	 walked around?	 (d)	 to think?

	4.	 Draw a picture to show what exhausted means. (Paragraph 6)

	5.	 Circle the best word.

		  The title The farm trip is a good one.	 Yes	 No

	The best meaning is .

	The best meaning is .

	The best meaning is .

Understanding words

On your own
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Pupil tests
The tests on pages 23 to 25 will show how well you can:

•	 Understand words	 •	 Find information	 •	 Identify the main idea

Helping at home
1.	 Doing jobs at home is good for children. I think all children 

should have some jobs to do at home. 
2.	 Parents are very busy. Lots of families have mums and dads 

who work. Children can help by doing jobs. This helps everyone 
in the family.

3.	 Children are little but they can help by picking up their toys, 
taking out the rubbish, dressing themselves and getting their 
own cereal for breakfast. This helps because adults don’t have 
to do them as well as the bigger jobs.

4.	 Doing jobs at home teaches children to be responsible. They 
learn to take charge of the things they have to do. Doing jobs 
helps children to grow up to be responsible adults.

5.	 When children do jobs to help, they are being useful. It reminds 
them that they are important members of the family. It makes 
them feel good about themselves.

6.	 Doing jobs can be fun and good exercise too! When children 
are putting away toys or helping to wash the car, they are 
exercising. Doing 
jobs helps children 
to be more active.

7.	 Doing jobs at 
home is good for 
everyone. I think all 
children should help 
at home.
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Remember:

•	 Find the word. Draw a line under it.

•	 Read the sentence with the word or phrase in it and the ones around it.

•	 Say the answer word in the sentence to see if it makes sense.

•	 Check all possible answers before choosing one.

Name:  Date: 

	1.	 What does the word adults mean? (Paragraph 3)

		  (a)	 animals	 (b)	 two	 (c)	 quiet	 (d)	 grown-ups

		  The best meaning is .

	2.	 What does the word cereal mean? (Paragraph 3)

		  (a)	 look at	 (b)	 food usually eaten in a bowl

		  (c)	 toy	 (d)	 main meal at night

		  The best meaning is .

	3.	 Circle the correct answer.

		  (a)	 responsible (paragraph 4) means:

	 	 	 •	 do again	 •	 red

	 	 	 •	 good	 •	 can get things done

		  (b)	be more active (paragraph 6) means:

	 	 	 •	 get more exercise	 •	 be busy

	 	 	 •	 be in a play	 •	 grow

Understanding words

Test 1
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Remember:

•	 Look in the text to find information.

•	 Draw a line under keywords in the question. This tells what information you 
are looking for.

•	 Draw a line under keywords in the text. Carefully read information about them.

•	 Check all answers before choosing one.

Name:  Date: 

	1.	 Why should children help parents? (Paragraph 2)

		  (a)	 Parents are big.
		  (b)	Parents sleep a lot.
		  (c)	 Lots of families have mums and dads who work.
		  (d)	Parents don’t know how to do the jobs.

		  The best answer is .

	2.	 Write three jobs from paragraph 3 which children can do to help.

	 	 •	

	 	 •	

	 	 •	

	3.	 Complete the sentence. (Paragraph 5)

		  ‘When children are useful at home, it reminds them that they 

		  are 

		  .’

Finding information

Test 2
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Art logo of  child

Remember:

•	 The main idea joins all the other ideas together. It tells what the text is 
mainly about.

•	 The title gives a clue about the main idea.

•	 Check all possible answers before choosing one.

Name:  Date: 

	1.	 The main idea of the whole text is:

		  (a)	 Children are clever.

		  (b)	Children should help at home.

		  (c)	 Children are busy people.

		  (d)	Children are always naughty.

		  The best answer is .

	2.	 Write the number of the paragraph which tells:

		  (a)	 Parents are busy and need children to help. 	

		  (b)	Children can do little jobs to help. 	

		  (c)	 Doing jobs teaches children to be responsible. 	

		  (d)	Doing jobs helps children to feel good about themselves.	

		  (e)	 Doing jobs helps children to be more active. 	

Identifying the main idea

Test 3
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