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Teaching comprehension strategies is a series of seven books using 
modelling, discussion and guided and independent practice to teach pupils 
strategies they can use to develop different reading comprehension skills.

Titles in this series include:

	 •	 Teaching comprehension strategies—Book A

	 •	 Teaching comprehension strategies—Book B

	 •	 Teaching comprehension strategies—Book C

	 •	 Teaching comprehension strategies—Book D

	 •	 Teaching comprehension strategies—Book E

	 •	 Teaching comprehension strategies—Book F

	 •	 Teaching comprehension strategies—Book G

Each book in this series is also provided in digital format on the 
accompanying CD.
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Pupil pages

•	 The skill is identified and defined.

•	 The text is presented.

•	 The logo indicates that this is a  
teaching page.

•	 Steps and strategies are outlined.

•	 Multiple choice questions are presented 
and metacognitive processes for choosing 
the best answer are described.

•	 The logo indicates that this is a 
teacher and pupil page.

•	 Some multiple choice 
questions and others requiring 
explanations are presented with 
prompts or clues to assist pupils.

•	 The logo indicates that this is a  
pupil page.

•	 At least one multiple choice 
question and others requiring 
explanation are presented for 
pupils to complete.

•	 The skill is identified.

•	 The text is presented.

•	 The logo indicates that this is a  
pupil page.

•	 Multiple choice questions and some 
requiring explanation are included.

Text 1 Learning about the skill Practice page

On your own Text 2 Try it out
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Pupil test pages

•	 The three skills to be tested are identified.
•	 The text is presented.

•	 Logo to indicate that this is a pupil page.
•	 The comprehension skill to be tested is identified and appropriate strategies and  

steps revised.
•	 Multiple choice questions and others requiring more explanation are presented.

Test text Tests 1–3

Curriculum links

Country Subject Level Objective

England Literacy Year 6
•	 Understand underlying themes, causes and points of view.
•	 Explore how word meanings change when used in different contexts.

Northern
Ireland

Language
and Literacy

Year 7

•	 Participate in modelled, shared, paired and guided reading experiences.
•	 Read, explore and understand a wide range of texts.
•	 Justify their responses logically, by inference, deduction and/or reference to evidence within the text.
•	 Use a variety of reading skills for different reading purposes.

Republic of
Ireland

English 5th Class

•	 Engage with an increasing range of text.
•	 Use comprehension skills to aid deduction, problem-solving and prediction.
•	 Develop study skills such as skimming, scanning and summarising.
•	 Support arguments and opinions with evidence from the text.
•	 Distinguish between fact and opinion.

Scotland English

D

•	 Complete practical reading tasks.
•	 Discuss characters, events, conflicts, inter-relationships, content, underlying main ideas and make predictions about 

them.
•	 Practise sequencing and predicting.
•	 Use fact and opinion.

E

•	 Read, understand and select relevant information.
•	 Use highlighting, underlining and other textual markers in identifying relevant information.
•	 Make use of previous knowledge and skills to predict content and structure and to locate main points.
•	 Evaluate, infer and make judgements.
•	 Know about the idea of target audience and writer’s purpose.
•	 Explore similarities and differences in texts.

Wales English KS 2

•	 Read with increasing understanding.
•	 Use inference, deduction and prediction to evaluate the texts they read and refer to relevant passages to support their 

opinions.
•	 Adopt appropriate strategies; e.g. posing pertinent questions, identifying the precise information that they wish to 

know and distinguishing between fact and opinion.
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Understanding words – 1
Words are the building blocks we use to communicate with others. It is important that we understand what they 
mean and that we know some ways to work out their meanings in different sentences.

Read the report.

Jupiter

Our solar system is believed to be around  
4.5 billion years old. It consists of eight planets 
which orbit the Sun. The planets, in order from 
the Sun, are Mercury, Venus, Earth, Mars, 
Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus and Neptune.

Jupiter is the fifth and largest planet in our 
solar system. Its volume is 1321 times that of 
Earth. It was named after the Roman king of 
the gods, which is appropriate since it is the 
king of the planets—a gas giant! Its diameter is  
about 143 000 km—that is over 11 times 
greater than the Earth’s diameter!

Because it is so far from the Sun, approximately 750 000 000 kilometres, Jupiter is also very cold. The 
planet is surrounded by three layers of clouds, each made of different substances! Scientists were 
surprised to find that lightning occurs within these clouds, much the same as lightning occurs during a 
thunderstorm here on Earth. Jupiter is famous for the ‘Great Red Spot’, a storm that has been raging 
for more than 350 years. It can be seen just below Jupiter’s equator and looks rather small on the face 
of the planet. But, just remember how big Jupiter is; the Red Spot is actually equivalent in size to three 
planet Earths!

Jupiter is a beautiful planet. Photographs taken on unmanned space missions leave most people 
awestruck. It has very distinctive bands of colour. It is believed that these coloured bands are caused 
by a combination of very strong winds travelling at several hundred kilometres per hour and by Jupiter’s 
high rotational speed. It takes 10 Earth hours for one full rotation of Jupiter.

This amazing planet does not have a solid surface. Instead, it is believed to have a small rocky core at 
its centre, larger than Earth, surrounded by hydrogen and helium gas. It has also been found to have 
very thin rings. These cannot be seen by even the most powerful telescope on Earth. The rings were 
only discovered from photographs taken on space missions. The rings are made up of dust particles 
caused by Jupiter’s moons.

Jupiter is surrounded by the most number of moons of any planet in the solar system—a total of 63. 
Some of these are unnamed, but four of them are considered to be quite significant! The first of these 
moons is called Io. Io has many active volcanoes and lakes of molten lava can be clearly seen on space 
expeditions. The second moon is Europa and it is believed to have an ocean under its icy surface, which 
leads to speculation that there may be some form of life present there. The third and largest moon, 
Ganymede, is larger than Pluto and Mercury and has large, smooth craters present. The fourth moon 
is Callisto and is also believed to have an ocean underneath its cold surface. Because of its large size 
and numerous moons, Jupiter and its surrounding bodies almost look like a small scale solar system 
on its own.

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.
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Understanding words

Learning about the skill

Learn how you can work out the meaning of words.

•	 First find and underline the word in the text.

•	 Read the sentence the word is in—this will be very helpful.

•	 Think about the other words in the sentence to find out what clues they give you.

•	 If you are still not sure, read the sentences before and after that one and the whole paragraph if you need to.

•	 Always check all the possible answers before choosing one.

	 1.	 Find and underline the word present in 
paragraph 6.

		  Does it mean:

		  (a)	 a gift?

		  (b)	 hiding?

		  (c)	 right now?

		  (d)	 existing?

		  Choosing the best answer

	  	 (a)	 ‘Gift’ is another word for a present 
if we are talking about Christmas or 
birthday presents. But we are not 
talking about presents in this way, so 
this is not a good answer.

		  (b)	 The life form is unable to be seen at 
this stage, but it is unlikely that it would 
be hiding. This answer seems unlikely.

		  (c)	 The life form is possibly there right 
now, but in the way present is used 
in the sentence, it doesn’t really make 
sense. So this isn’t the best answer.

		  (d)	 The text talks about some form of life 
present or being there. So existing 
would make sense in the sentence and 
is the best answer.

	 2.	 Find and underline the word consists in 
paragraph 1.

		  Does it mean:

		  (a)	 outer space?

		  (b)	 is part of?

		  (c)	 includes?

		  (d)	 belongs to?

		  Choosing the best answer

		  (a)	 The text is talking about the solar 
system which is outer space, but the 
word consists is talking about what 
makes up the solar system. So this 
answer is not likely.

		  (b)	 The solar system couldn’t possibly be 
part of each planet, it is the other way 
around. So this answer is not a good 
answer.

		  (c)	 The paragraph is talking about what is 
included to make up the solar system. 
So this seems the best answer, but 
you must check all answers.

		  (d)	 The planets do belong to the solar 
system, but this doesn’t make sense 
in the context of the sentence. This 
doesn’t seem like a good answer. 
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Understanding words

Practice page

Use similar strategies to those on page 5 to practice the skill.
(Clues are given to help you!)

	 1.	 Find and underline the word particles in paragraph 5.
		  Does it mean:

		  (a)	 a type of dust?

		  (b)	 a large amount of?

		  (c)	 very small bits?

		  (d)	 small moons?

		  The best answer is . 

	 2.	 Find and underline the word equivalent in paragraph 3.
		  Does it mean:

		  (a)	 holds?

		  (b)	 different from?

		  (c)	 like?

		  (d)	 equal?

		  The best answer is . 

	 3.	 Read these explanations about the meaning of the phrase leads 
to speculation and decide which one is the best.

		  (a)	 makes scientists think

		  (b)	 many people like to look carefully

		  (c)	 everyone is saying

		  (d)	 taking a gamble

		  The best answer is . 

	 4.	 Find and underline the word considered in paragraph 6.

		  Write the sentence using another word with a similar meaning.

		

		

		

		

Think!
The word before particles gives 
you a clue.

Think!
Try each answer in the sentence 
to see which one makes the most 
sense.

Think!
Find the phrase in paragraph 6. 
The end of the sentence should 
help.

Think!
Read the sentence and think about 
its meaning. Try a few different 
words before making a decision.
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Understanding words

On your own
Think about the strategies you have been using and work out these answers.

	 1.	 What does the word numerous in paragraph 
6 mean?

		  (a)	 many
		  (b)	 numbers
		  (c)	 something funny
		  (d)	 few

		  The best answer is . 

	 2.	 What does the word distinctive in Paragraph 
4 mean?

		  (a)	 hidden
		  (b)	 different
		  (c)	 hard to see
		  (d)	 visible

		  The best answer is . 

	 3.	 Explain what is meant by this phrase from paragraph 6—space expeditions.

		

		

		

	 4.	 Explain what is meant by the phrase a storm that has been raging, from paragraph 3.

		

		

		

	 5.	 Explain why the term believed is used in paragraph 1 to describe the age of the solar system.

		

		

		

	 6.	 Draw a diagram to show the meaning of orbit (Paragraph 1).
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Pupil tests
The tests on pages 23 to 25 will show how well you can:

	 Understand words	 Find information	 Identify the main idea

You will be working on your own.

Read the report.

Hadrosaurus foulkii

Haddonfield is a small town in New Jersey, 
located on the Delaware River approximately 
16 kilometres from Philadelphia in the United 
States of America. In 1838, a man by the name 
of William Estaugh Hopkins was digging in a 
marl pit (mud rich in lime) in Haddonfield and 
discovered some very large bones. He displayed 
them in his home, not really understanding what 
he had found.

During the summer of 1858, a visitor to the area 
learned of the discovery. William Parker Foulke 
was that visitor, a fossil hobbyist who was very 
interested in the discovery 20 years previously. 
He went about to get permission from the owner 
of the land and gathered a team to dig up the 
remaining bones of the creature. The discovery 
became the first ever nearly complete dinosaur 
skeleton ever found (of its time).

The animal that was found was larger than an elephant, with lizard- and bird-like structural features. 
The complete skull was never found, but based on the jaw remains, it was deemed that this dinosaur 
belonged to the family of dinosaurs known as the ‘duckbills’. Palaeontologist, Joseph Leidy, constructed 
the dinosaur from its remains and named it Hadrosaurus foulkii. The discovery of this dinosaur was 
important to the evolution of our knowledge of dinosaurs. Because of its almost complete skeleton, it 
was the very first time scientists considered dinosaurs could be bipedal and that not all dinosaurs were 
quadrupedal (walking on all four legs).

Hadrosaurus lived around 80 million years ago in the late Cretaceous period. This period was known for 
the quick evolution of many of the most famous dinosaurs of all time—it was also the final period to host 
dinosaurs. This is when the climate changed dramatically and the dinosaurs (except for the crocodile) 
died out forever.

Hadrosaurus most likely lived in marsh and shrublands, browsing on leaves and branches. The teeth 
found during the dig suggest the herbivorous dinosaur didn’t simply pluck the leaves from the tree, 
it actually chewed its food. It was believed that the dinosaur used its front limbs for foraging and its 
enormous tail to help it balance (a bit like a kangaroo). Its strong hind legs enabled the hadrosaurus to 
run quite quickly in order to escape predators—most likely Tyrannosaurus rex!

The size of the Hadrosaurus is estimated at around 7–10 metres from nose to tail, with a height of 
around 3 metres and a weight between 2–3 tonnes. Even though this dinosaur was so large, it is 
believed to have been quite placid. It travelled in a herd and may well have been a good swimmer.

Hadrosaurus (meaning big or sturdy lizard) probably laid eggs in a nest—much like birds of today. It is 
also believed that the mother protected the eggs until they hatched and then nurtured the young brood 
until they were ready to become independent.

It has been suggested that this dinosaur was the partial inspiration for the character Jar Jar Binks in the 
Star wars films The phantom menace, Attack of the clones and Revenge of the Sith.

1.

2.

6.

3.

4.

5.

7.

8.
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Understanding words

Test 1

Name:  Date: 

	 •	 Find and underline the word or phrase in the text.
	 •	 Read that sentence, and some of those around it, to help you to work out the meaning.
	 •	 Say the word in the sentence to see if it sounds correct.
	 •	 Always check all possible answers before making a decision.

	 1.	 What does the word bipedal mean? (Paragraph 3)

		  (a)	 walking on two feet

		  (b)	 walking on all four legs

		  (c)	 used bicycles to get around

		  (d)	 unable to balance without a strong tail

		  The best answer is . 

	 2.	 Explain what evolution of our knowledge means. (Paragraph 3)

		

		

		

	 3.	 Does the word placid, in paragraph 6, mean: 

		  (a)	 calm and quiet?

		  (b)	 noisy?

		  (c)	 vicious?

		  (d)	 light?

		  The best answer is .

	 5.	 Draw a picture to show the meaning of 
browsing on leaves and branches in 
paragraph 5.

	 4.	 Choose the best meaning for the word, 
host, in paragraph 4. 

		  (a)	 entertain

		  (b)	 have a party

		  (c)	 sustain

		  (d)	 look after

		  The best answer is .

	 6.	 Write other word(s) which could be used 
instead of ...

		  (a)	 deemed in paragraph 3.

			 

		  (b)	 nurtured in paragraph 7.

			 

		  (c)	 foraging in paragraph 5.
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Finding information

Test 2

	 5.	 Find words in the text to complete the sentences.

		  (a)	 William Estaugh Hopkins found some very large bones while digging in a 

			    pit in the town of .

		  (b)	 The palaeontologist who constructed and named the dinosaur was 

			   .

		  (c)	 Hadrosaurus was a large dinosaur, around  metres in height and 

			   weighing between  tonnes.

		  (d)	 You would most likely have found a hadrosaurus living in  and 

			   .

		  (e)	 Hadrosaurus belonged to the  family of dinosaurs.

	 3.	 What information did the teeth of 
Hadrosaurus give to scientists? 

		  (a)	 the teeth showed it was a herbivore

		  (b)	 the dinosaur actually chewed its food

		  (c)	 the dinosaur belonged to the duckbills

		  (d)	 the dinosaur plucked food from trees

		  The best answer is . 

	 4.	 The Cretaceous period was famous for …

		  (a)	 the quick evolution of some of the most 
well-known dinosaurs.

		  (b)	 Tyrannosaurus Rex.

		  (c)	 the death of the crocodile.

		  (d)	 the end of the world.

		  The best answer is .

Name:  Date: 

	 •	 Underline keywords in the question to make sure that you know what information you need.
	 •	 Find the keywords in the text and read the information around them carefully.
	 •	 Always check all possible answers before making a decision.

	 1.	 Who was responsible for excavating the entire skeleton? 

		  (a)	 Jar Jar Binks

		  (b)	 Joseph Leidy

		  (c)	 William Parker Foulke

		  (d)	 William Estaugh Hopkins

		  The best answer is . 

	 2.	 Explain how Hadrosaurus foulkii was similar to birds of today.
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Identifying the main idea

Test 3

Name:  Date: 

	 •	 The main idea links all the other ideas together and tells what the text is mainly about.
	 •	 The title is an excellent clue to the main idea of the text.
	 •	 Always check all possible answers before making a decision.

	 1.	 What is the main idea of the sixth paragraph?
		  (a)	 the size of Hadrosaurus foulkii

		  (b)	 to tell us that Hadrosaurus foulkii was a good swimmer
		  (c)	 the size and behaviours of Hadrosaurus foulkii

		  (d)	 the behaviours of Hadrosaurus foulkii

		  The best answer is . 

	 2.	 What is the main idea of the last paragraph?
		  (a)	 Hadrosaurus foulkii was the star of a popular film.
		  (b)	 Writers of the Star wars films used Hadrosaurus foulkii as partial inspiration when designing the 

character, Jar Jar Binks.
		  (c)	 Writers of the Star wars films helped to uncover Hadrosaurus foulkii for their films.
		  (d)	 Hadrosaurus foulkii was used in lots of Star Wars films.

		  The best answer is . 

	 3.	 What is paragraph 1 mainly about?

		

		

	 4.	 State the main idea of paragraph 4.

		

		

	 5.	 Use the text and your ideas to answer these.

		  (a)	 What is the title of the text? 
		  (b)	 A good title often tells the main idea.

			   Do you think this is a good title?	  Yes	  No

		  (c)	 Explain why you think this. 

			 

		  (d)	 Suggest another title which would be suitable. 
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